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Mediterrancan, regardless of the 
risks. One factor is û crackdown onı 
illegal immigration by the new right- 
wing governınent in Spain. Another 
ix lhe more tolerant atttucle {aken 
by Haly's new centre-left adminis rit- 
tion. Under falinn law, if is nol u 
crime lo try lo emer {he country 
without permission. Those who are 
caught are merely srrved wilh an 
vxptlsiotî orcler andl 4 free. 

A third factor is {he consiriicn 
of the route into Europe thrcuigh 
the Balkans lu Albania and fron 
there tû hé coast of Puglia, [taly's 
“heel”. Here, lhe traffic in haps bir 
a hrlter life was catriedl cut aboard 
highspeed luuches of the surt 
nerully used in the Medlerranmeran 
inl rug sigh. 

r, alr the number reat 
aris Lhe Alia grew 1l» 
pidlenmir proportions, talks bi wut 

Kume ind Tirana — aad i rfl 
promise of iris iid fron Moly 
— lul o a rkunpdowu by u Aone 
sins, This was Dee rom Bil ml 
imunigrams from youl thur 
Mediterranean biin were unit. 
Malin law euforuvucit uf liters siirt 
that arn louse caughl were 
Kurels, Filipinos, and immigrarıts 


John Hooper In Romê 


LLEGAL. immigrants lasl week- 
el gav harrowing accuunts of 
a collision at sea, which, accor 


Te iuumigranls say the vivtinis 
died after they were forced al gun 
point on tu anotler vessel in rotygh 
seas belween Sicily aul Malia. But 
air atid sca rescue uffivitls itt Haly 
ancl Malla had found no cormses ar 
wreckage after days of seurching. 
An ufficial in Greece's public order’ 
utinislry said privately Unt he 
doublecl he inmigranls’ uccetuut. 
"They are probably sceking sym- 
puthy because lhey realise they will 
be depurted," he sail. 

For almusl a decatle now, men, 
women anl somtimes chillren 
from the Third World have beet 
risking thrir Hiyns 0 cross bie Dui 
around "buries burupe", Many 
bave Jir in be allenipi. 

Lasl year, Abdelaziz Fellah 
Boughbitbs vis jailed for Hour years 
for owning a fishing buat that sank 
as it carriecl 26 tellow Moroccans 
across the Straits of Gibraltar to a 


ES ا‎ E E EA i REE 
Noam Friedman, who shot and wounded seven Palestinians in a Hebron market place Inst weck, i 
drugged away under arrest by Israeli soldiers. The incident failed to disrupt talks on (he partlal Israuli 
| top pullout of Hebron, although the delay in reaching agreement is ruising tension 


Tangled strands of an old conflict 


COMMENT is a bywurcl for bloody intolerance. | both notoriously flexible terms in | pronyised new life in Spain. They | from the Indian sul>continent. 
| Religious Jews believe tle Cave of | Israeli interpretation — should be | had each paid 4,000 dirhams ($450). Whereas the most that north 
an Black Machpelalh was bought by the patrr | exclutled. None survived. Africans pay is around $650 — the 


The waters between the Rock and 
north Africa are among the most 
perilous in the world. Mountains 
either side of the Straits form a wincl 
tunnel and, in the waters below, 
Atlantic currents collide with those 
of the Mediterranean to form unpre- 
dictable eddies. From time to time, 
Spanish police and Civîl Guards find 
bodies washed up on the beaches. 
But they rarely find the inshore 
fishing boats or pateras on which 


The first should have taken place 
by last September, so the next stage 
is already delayed. Palestinians 
belleve that the Israeli pullbacks 
should leave them in control of 70 
per cent of the West Bank, instead 
of the current 4 per cent. That 
would go a long way towards achiev- 
ing the independence that critics of 
the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, 
say he has been cheated out of. 

Disagreements are also evident 


arch Abraham as a burial place for 
his wife. The Tomb of the Patriarchs 
is also a holy site for Muslims, who 
call it the Haram al-Tbrahimi. In 1929 
scores of the city's Jews were mur- 
dered after riots over prayer rights 
spread from Jerusalem. 

In February 1994, just months 
after the Oslo deal, Baruch Gold- 
stein, a Jew from the nearby settle- 
ment of Kiryat Arba, massacred 29 
Palestinians at prayer at the al- 


going rate lor a crossing ftonl 
Tunisia to Lampedusa — Eastern- 
ers have to fund a journey halfway 
round the world. They expect a 
safer ride oıı the last leg of their trip 
into Europe itself. 

That is the tragic irony of what 
Athens said had happened. Accord- 
ing to the Greek marine ministry, 
the victims were from India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankans had 
paid out $8,000 each and the others 


EGOTIATING a deal for 
Hebron has taken on the 
classic contours of Middle 
Eastern carpet haggling: when the 
Price finally seems right the buyer 
stalks off in a huff, though the mer- 
chant knows full well that the reluc- 
lant customer will be back. 
„Hebron is the last of the seven 
West Bank towns due to be evacır 
ated by the Israelis, who occupied 


in the 1967 Middle East war. | Ibrahimi mosque. over the extension of Palestinian Î the north Africans embark, $5,000 for a package that included an 
ley were supposed to go last Leaving Hebron requires Mr | security powers in areas where they To the east, their counterparts in | air fare to Cairo as a first stage. 
March, but arranging Hebron's fu- | Netanyahu to do what he has always | now patrol jointiy with the Israelis. Î the Carabinieri and the Italian rev- 


ture has never been a straightfor- | been reluctant to do: cooperate In addition, the Palestinians want j enue guard seldonı find bodies. The 


ward transaction, because it is only | fully with the Palestinians; face a | Israel to set dates for releasing pris | route from Morocco into Spain may Milosevic loses 3 
asmall part of a much bigger game | strategic choice about his true | oners, fulfil its promise to allow a | be hazardous, but at thelr narrowest Ital alll 
i which the stakes are far higher, | goals; and grasp the nettle of oppo- | Palestinian airport to open in the | the Stralts are only 13km wide, Vital allies 

It is what happens next that j sition from his own supporters. - Gaza Strip, and open a road linking The rautes from north Africa to 


makes closing the deal s0 very | Some of them, such 28 Noam | the Strip and .the West Bank | Sicily and its outlying islands, on the | Clinton's dollars 6 


hard, for Hebron has become a vital | Friedman, the young soldier who | autonomous areas. other hand, are considerable jour 

test of good faith. Will the rightwing Î opened fire on New Year's Day, Mr Netanyahu watts Mr Arafat ta | neys. Ever reaching that farfung and diplomacy 

Likud prime minister, Binyamin .| hope that violence will stop not only | disarm terrorists, cease all Pales | splinter of Europe, the island of 

Netanyahu, live up to the spirit and | the Hebron deal but te entire | tinlan Authority activities in Jeru- | Lamtpedusa, between Mella and | Tihatan mHitants 7 
leker of the Oslo accords signed hy j peace process. salem, extradite wanted prisoners to | Tunisia, involves a journey of up to 

Yitzhak Rabin, his murdered Labour | Talks about Hebron were | Israel, and assure Trae! that it has | 10 hours for a small fishing vessel. | turn to bombs 


annulled all offensive clauses in the 
Palestine National Covenant. 

Most experts belleve Hebron can 
be cracked, especially with the 
degree of US pressure now being 


Boats have been dashed against 
the rocks of Lampedusa and otlıer 
Italian islands, But if any have sunk 
on the higl) seas, it is more than 
likely that the bodies of the victims 


suspended by Rabin's succeS8or, 
Shimon Peres; got stuck on Mr 
Netanyahu's demands for better 
protection for the settlers; and 
almost foundered on the right of 


Ssor? Or will he sign on the 
dolted line and then bury the peace 
Process? Faced with that very big 
question, Hebron itself is a detail. 

“The problem of Hebron is very 


Aid workers 
under fire 


serious," sald Noam Arnon, a lead teraelî hot pursuit, which is seen by | brought to bear, But many ques- | sank before reaching shore. 

of the Jewish settlers in the city. the Palestinians an unacceptable | tlons remain unanswered, “It would | For much of the ınonth before Japan's trade 25 
But [it] is only the first break ln the nt. 2 be nice to think this is a turning | Christmas, seas in the area were so | gloss fades 

dike. Wen it's broken the flood According to the interim agree- 1 


point and that Netanyahu would Î rough that the ferry from Lampe- 


May Cndanger all the country." ment of September 1995 (Oslo 2), | reallse this is the way forward," sail | usa to Sicily was unable to make its 
Abdel Razak Yahyah, one of the |. the withdrawal from Hebron should | one diplomat. . usual journey. Yet during Lhat 
inian negotiating team, | be followed by three furlher troop “Does Netanyahu become part of | perlod, more than 30 il inımi- 
agrees, “The problem 1s what | redeployments at six-monthly inter- | the peace bloc as a result of He- | grants were detained on the lslancl 
Comes after Hebron,” : vals. Crucially, however, there is no | bron? Or does he remain part of the | after crossing from Tunisla. 
ts difficult, because 400 | agreement on what these should | resistance to the Oslo process ,.. | A combination of factors is 
armed and fanatical Jewish settlers | be, beyond the understanding that | who has signed an agreement to get | channelling a growing number of 
live in the heart of a Muslim city that Î settlements and military areas — | everyone off hig back?” immigrants across the central 
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Grand time for 
old pro Shilton 


Richard Willams 


‘T WAS probably the easiest day 

of hia professional fife, On hia 
1,000th appearance in English 
league football, an unprece- 
dented feat unlikely to be 
matched, 47-year-old Peter 
Shilton was called to produce 
not a single one of the flying fin. 
gertip saves or prodigious leap- 
ing catches with which he made 
his reputation as a teenager. 

In a battle between clubs at 
the bottom of the Third Division, 
Shilton kept Brighton and Hove 
Albion at bay to help earn a 2-0 
win for his cfub, Leyton Orient. 
He fielded half a dozen overhit 
long balls, gathered a couple of 
headed hackpasses, caught an 
inswinging corner and punched 
away another. | 

1 
1 


For the reat, he trotted back 
and forth across his penalty 
area, periodically touching his 
toes, keeping himself alert, 
maintaining the good profes- 
sional habits that began a life- 
dime ago, whenı Harold Wilson 
waa prime ıninister. 

Ht may have been a lang Way 
from the Moodlit nights on which 


| 
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ا 
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Super saver: Shilton at 47 


winners’ medals with Brian 
Clough’s Nottingharn Forest, of 
the 125 England caps 
during a 19-year internation 
career under Ramsey, Revle 
Greenwood and Robson, but 
there were fanfarea before ti 
kick-off and, at the end, an 0* 
tlon from the 7,944 spectator! 
almost double the usual nunê 
at enc audl- 
“ve played to bigger 
encea,” Shilton said aera 
“but the atmosphere herê 
was fantastic, ve been YerY 
pleasantly surprised by the 1 
amount of interest im the ile 
wasn't expecting anything f 
this," ۰ 
` Shilton earned £8 4 C8 
when he joined Leicester he 
a 16-year-old unde اا‎ 
great Gordon Banks. His 
sion with the craft of 


1 

1 

he won two European Cup 
goslkeeP" | 

jing, encouraged by a moth” 


who hung him from the banl 
ters to lengthen his arî: vali, 


marked him out from his 
and before long he had replaced 


Banka with both club anê, 
country, 1: 
Printing, Leek: 


Beardsley that Ferdinand diverted 
past Walker from inside the six-yard 
box. The Londoners then disap- 
peared, not to reeemerge until micl- 
way through the second half. 

Onîly Walker stood out, an indica- 
tion of Newcastle's overwhelming 
pressure, Before halftime, the Tot- 
tenham keeper made a vital stop 
from Ferdinand, put clean through 
by an incisive Beardsley pass, Then 
he watched as a Ferdinand header 
brushed the side-netting and a 
Beardsley volley was deflected over 
the bar. 

Newcastle could have been five 
up by the break and immediately 
afterwards they should have had a 
third, but Shearer volleyecl Albert's 
curling teft-foot cross just wide. A 
third was not long in coming, how- 
ever, On the hour, an almost identi- 
cal built-up ended with Ferdinancl 
rushing in to knock Beresford's cen- 
tre beyond the unprotected Walker. 

With Spurs now a ragged impres- 
sion of a football team, Lèêe ran 
unchallenged for 40 yards before 
jinking pasi Carr and placing the 
ball into the bottom corner. He 
would have lad another shortly 
after but for a spectacular fingertip 
save from Walker. 

Lee then set up a fifth goal with a 
neat sidle-fool pass thal allowed AF 
bert calmly to slide (lhe ball home. 
And when Shearer swivelled 
sharply to drive İrt a sixtlt, Spurs had 
concedecl six for the second time in 
just aver a month. Even then there 
was more to come, Lee gelting his 

second and Newcastle's seventh 
with the Tottenlıam defence again 
in disarray — The Observer 
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Football Premiership: Newcastle United 7 Tottenham Hotspur 


ا 
sixth‏ 
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PHOTTZGRAPH OWEN HUMPHREYS. 


over Walker. Sheer brilliance is an 
overworked headline about the 
world's nosl expensive player, but 
it this context using it again is 
justifiable. 

Galvanised and relieved, New- 
castle were now bombing forward, 
impressively coutrolled, and within 
two minutes they were two up. Fer- 
dinan started atıd finished a nave 
that featured a cross from Gillespie, 
a miskick from Lee and a blast from 


„ . Shearer scores hla 


Magpies soar to seventh heaven 


Michael Walker 


E MUST have loved it, loved 
i it. With the doubters gather» 

ing lo spout on the television 
screens and unprecetlented criti 
cism being whispered on the banks 
ol the Tyne, Kevin Keegan neeled a 
performance frn his players to 
restore lle faithful’'s belief. 

Seven games without a win had 
scun some of lhat eroletl, but Kee- 
gan's players (lelivered. Few could 
have forcseen thal {he restoration 
last Satunrclay would come bı such 
flamboyanl, evangelising style, 

Seven goals, hough, offer a pow- 
erful argumenl aboul tle talents at 
Kecgan's clisposal antl victiry over 
leecls this wevk woull bring a 
rulurn uf expectation lo ald lo lhe 
renewal of faitli, 

"The score suggests thal Walker, 
in lhe Tottcnlamı goal, hal a poor 
gime, but thal was [ar from lhe 
vase. Hal he not shown so nuch 
agility Newcasile could have har! 14. 
Thal said, Tottenham could have 
senrutd five thenisclves, bil they 
nly manage une, anci «o lale {hat 
it was ûf liltice siguificance ancl no 
vuısolation. For the record, Nielsen 
swuffed one wih ù nıinute lo go. 

Had Sheringham been so fortt 
nilely placed many, ımuny minutes 
earlier (he (lays script could have 
been markedly (lifferent. Bul even 
when the Euglancdl striker did get a 
snund connection to a Fox cross, 
Hislop, in for the dropped Srnicek, 
blockecl relalively easily. 

That was in the 22ud minute, by 
which time Spurs were one down 
and seconds away from conceding 


E A: 
Back on song . 
in their 7-1 deınolion of Spurs 


EE 


another. It could be argued, there- 
fore, tlial Hislop's sitive was a pivotal 
moment. 

Qn the other hand, Newcastle 
were into a magnificently carefree 
yet skilful stride. After a [(rustrating, 
disjointed opening, Shearer sparked 
the rernaissatice iit the 20th cninute, 
He galloped on Lo a (lick by Ferali- 
nand, ticked the ball over' Carr, ran 
round him, past Calderwood and 
Campbell, and then lobbed the ball 


Southmpton O Liverpool 1 


Barnes gets 
belated gift 


IVERPOOL entered the new 

year with a five-point lead and 
as the 13-8 favourites fo win the title, 
writes Paul Weaver. But they 
achieved all this with a performance 
at The Dell last Sunday which can 
only galvanise their rivals with fresh 
hope. 

They won through a shocking 
goalkeeping error that will probably 
find its way into one of those video 
blooper compilations in time for 
next year’s Christmas stockings. 

Ît was a soft goal that gave Liver- 
pool victory over Southampton at 
Anfield in September but nothing 
quite so bizarre as the 77th-minute 
effort by John Barnes, 

Southampton's goalkeeper .Dave 
Beasant raced beyond’ the right 
edge of his area but his rushed 
clearance sent the ball to Barnes, 
just inalde the Saints half. It was es- 
limatcd that he was 43 yards out 
when his shot, not cleanly struck, 
sent ihe ball bobbling narrowly in- 
sitle the right post. as the forlorn, 
scrambling Beasant lunged bûck 
acrosê his own goal-line. : 


The goal was a fluke, as Barnes’. 


happily adniittec: "We were -atro- 
cious in the first half. We couldn't 
string (wo passes together. We were 
lucky today. But we are fighting andl 
making wins out of draws, and that 
1s whiat' winning championships is 
all about.” : i: 


extra egg (5) 

2 Variety of lems as shown by 

artist (7) 

Paper round |s laken up as a 

duty (4) 

Abotch-up Caesar's put right 

with humanitarian legislation 

(6,6,3) 

Use one's last resurces lo gel 

gunıge out of rifle? (6,3,6) 

Chnecking blood tlow that's 

severe (10) 

Polish upset having a forelgn 

princess in the country (7) 

One shut up in a boring Job —— 

helps wilh the washing up (7) 

13 Extravagant chatter about golf | 
played (10) 

16 Distributor unable to 
accommodaile one should be 
more flexible (7) 

17 One in boat moans terribly about 
a river (7) 

19 Presant-day split initlated by 
contemptible type (7) 

22 Rebel ruler of Britain sinking in 
the sea? (5) 

23 A four-letter word you may come 
across witlı bovver boys (4) 
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16 Conservative Soclety about to 
prasenl one with disdalnful 


1 To molhar arı insect Is a monster attitude {7} 
(7) 18 Girl Is Englısh, upper-class and 
5 Little girl faces the bowling — pleasant (6) 


20 Finicky with delall (10) 
21 Bee lina mace for hilltop (4) 
24 Proposltion laarner's found al 


comes back hurt {7) 
3 Be more than senseless when 
pinned by arrow shal’? (9) 


10 Sea 11 tront of book (5) 
11,10 Whal may douıbiy help the 25 A welcone wilh fellows In 
siressed and hard-up laacher? concord (3) 
(45) 26 After accident tankers may be 
12 One ımay taka excepllonal care most noxious (7) 


27 Sea crealuıre pitches on land in 
tha ahsence of rain (7) 


to secure politician gain possibly 

(10) 

14 Man caught by England player 
{BII or John?}, last out (6) 

15 Staying behind, phony glani 

gee-gee ls getting In {7 


1 Cook's accomplice again wants 
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Fight goes on 
says Suu Kyi 


Niok Cumming-Bruce 
In Bangkok 


ITH a ringing affirmation of 
her determination to continue 
the struggle for democracy, the 
Burmese opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi has set the scene [or a 
year of living (langerausly with the 
military junta. 

“We are going to continue with 
the work which we havc set for our- 
selves, which is to achieve democ- 
racy for Burma,” she told a ncws 
conference lasl weekend to mark 
Burma's independence day. 

*MIy father did not givc up his life 
that Burma might be crushed under 
lhe nlitary's boat. He gave up his 
life thal Burma might be free.” 

Aung San, lhe nalional hero, was 
murdered just as he was leading the 
counlry tu independence from 
Britain. 

More unusual than her words 
was that Ms Suu Kyi was allowed lo 
deliver hcr speech lo an audience of 
about 1,500 outside her hume. For 
the past three months the security 
forces have closed the road to pre- 
vent crowds fgalbering for the 
specches she usecl to dcliver every 
weckeld. 

For a month, since students took 
tu the streets in itnti-government 
demonstrations, the aulharities 
have in effect kept her cuufinvd in 
her house, where she spl six 
yoars!' clelentiur! 

Thr Cow 1 Was alnuunl 
certainly less i stmt: of revonvilir 
atin han a meusure af windnw 
dressing, Even a> her audience wis 

ussenblinyg, the head of the juna, 
General Tau Slıwe, urged tle 
Burmese to "oppose instigitions 
and atlemıpts by destruclionists" — 
the junta's word for all opposition, 
from Ms Suu Kyi's National League 
for Democracy (NLD) to student 
dissidents, ethnic minority rebels 
and hostile exiles. 

The security forces are still 
seeking those responsible for two 
bomb blasts near a Buddhist shrine 
on Clıristmas Day which killed five 
people__and _ wounded.: .17... The 
security lorces blame ethnic minori- 
ties and exiled dissidents, but say 
they have not ruled out an NLD 
connection. 

The NLD said at the weekend 
that more than 100 people had been 
arrested by the jynta on political 
grounds in the past twyq months, 
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Those subscribers wo wish to 
receive the new Guardian 
Weekly e-mail service should 
contact the Weekly's , ا‎ 
subscriptions department in . 
Manchester either hy e-mail to: 
gwsubs@guardian.co.uk:'or by 
fax to (+44) 101-876 5362, or 
by ordinary mail to The 
Guardlan Weckly, 164 
Deansgnte, Manchester MEO 
2RR, UK, Realcles an e-mall  .. 
address, your subscription . : 
umber must be inçluded (lta 
he W followed by seven digit 
on the wrapper addrens abel), . 
Failing that, Include the auh- 
acriber’'s nnıme and addresa in 
any recıuest for tlic e-mail sarviçe. 
Registration nıay take a week or 
two, depending on {emand. 
The.Guardian Weekly is not . 
yet avallnble on the [nternet, but 
there is a lively and ever- . . : 
expanding Guardian website at 
http://www.guardlan.cp.ult/, . 


و 
ne thousand were‏ 
PHOTOGRAPH JIJIRI LAJ‏ 


The fact that 19 Japanese (liplo- 
mats and businessmen were still in 
the residence was another strong 
argument against an armed asanuılt. 
As long as the hostages remained 
unharmed, Tokyo, which has a lıis- 
tory of negotiating with kidnappers, 
would strongly object to lhe mililary 
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Belgrade brought to a standstill 


but caused no injurles. The blast 
occurred in front of the offices of 
the Yugoslav United Left JUL), Mr 
Milosevic's coalition partner headed 
by his wife, Mirjana Markovic. 
Zajedno leaders denicd involvement 
in the bonıbing. 

Zoran Djindjic, a Zajedno leacler, 
revealed a new tactic to step up 
pressure on the government: “On 
Tuesday and Wednesday you will 
get lists of all telephone numbers of 
all state institutions: ruinistries, 
stale TV and radio, Tanjug, and otlı 
ers. Call them from dawn until dusk 
— block their plıones for 24 hours 
— the less they work the less harm 
will be done to this country." 

Dusan Vasiljevic, one of the stu- 
deıuts in a (lelegalion that mmct the 
army commancler, said that (rom 
Thursclay the students — who have 
been holding their own daily 
protests — would no longer back off 
when confronted by police. 


Comment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 15 


a serious blow for the regime. Al- 
most ali Serbs owe at least nominal 
allegiance to the Ortlıodox Church, 
which is at the core of Serbia's 
sense of national identity, 

But diplomats say Mr Milosevic 
decided long ago to allow the arıny 
and the Church — the traditional 
pillars of the state — to wither, and 
rely on the 80,000-strong police 
force, the state media and a network 
of semilegal business groups. 
Those remaining props still appear 
to be solicl. 

The opposition Zajedno {To 
gether) movement has mustered up 
to 250,000 people at protests, but 
wilnesscs said this figure was (lefi- 
nitely exceeded on Monday, It was 
tlhe 50th consecutive day of march’ 
ing in the Serb capilal İn protest at 
government clectiorwrigging, and 
there was a festive almosphere, wilh 
people blowing whistles and lrun- 
pels and streels packed for mils 
with deınonsirators. 

A few blocks from the marchers, 
an explosion broke some windows 


in seeing that all current problems 
are overcome within the legal insti- 
tutions of the system in a manner 
deployed in democratic countries,” 
it gald. It added that such an ap- 
proach was essential if Serbia was to 
secure re-entry to the international 
community. 

“We have never, never seen such 
a crowd in Belgrade,” a traffic po- 
liceman sail as the demonstrators 
converged on Republic Square and 
ıuarched to St Sava's catlredral for 
midnight mass, conducted by the 
Serbian Patriarch, Pavle, 

Mr Milosevic lost another ally 
last week when the Serbian Ortho- 
dux Church accused him of “stifling 
political and religious frcecdoms" 
and “falsifying” votes, in an unprece- 
dented gesture of support for the 
marathon pro-democracy campaign. 

The Church was a slaunch sup- 
porter of the Serbian cause in tle 
Croatian and Bosnian wars, and has 
hitherto ventured only the mildest 
of criticisms of the Milosevic 
regime. Loss of Church approval is 


Jullan Borger, and 
agencies In Belgrade 


PPONENTS of the Serbian 

president, Slobodan Milose- 

vic, marked the Orthodox 
Christmas Eve by bringing Belgrade 
city centre to a standstill on Monday 
wilh their biggest democracy 
demonstration so far, on a day when 
the Yugoslav army commander of- 
fered a veiled but unmistakable ges- 
ture of support to the protesters. 

The army chief of staff, General 
Momcilo Perisic, spoke to the stu- 
dent protesters for more than an 
hour at his Belgrade headquarters, 
and later issued a statement calling 
for a democratic solution to Serbia's 
seven-weck political crisis. 

The statement conspicuously 
avoided any expresslon of support 
for President Milosevic who has 
faced protests since his annulment 
of victories by the opposition in local 
elections held on November 17. 

"General Perisic underlined the 
Yugoslav army's . . . special interest 


r 


interests for the siege to end in blood- 
slıed. With the audacious seizure of 
hostages fron more than 25 coun- 
tries, and images of rebels who treat 
their captives with care, the guerril- 
las have achieved a publicity coup 
they cannot afford to squander, Mr 


Gonzilez said. 


option. 


Although the rebel commando 
leader, Néstor Cerpa, has said he 1s 
in no hurry to resolve the stand-off, 


a retired general, Jos¢ Pastor, 


the strategy of drawing out negoti; 
tlons would play in the o 
the 
government Is applying the correc} 
strategy, that of exhauslion, I think 
crrorists 
sically and mentally worn 
they reach a solution that is 


ments favour. “I think’ 


this will continue until; 


are my 
out anı 
. favourable to the government." 


Le Mqpnde, page 13 . . 


Malaysia by sea last week. Oı 


Amaru rebels have one point in com 
mon ~~ that it would be in neither's 


3 ب 


leave 


Fujimori. plans to wear down rebels 


. The lack of developments has left 
niuch room for speculation. The 
Lima media seized on a letter 
signed by four opposition MPs (haf 
appeared to back taking .the resi 
dence by force. The letter said all 
possibilities of rescuing the 
hostages must be explored. But it 
added: “If that possibility is denied 
and the price demanded [by the 
rebels] is the destruction of law and 
security, then the national interest 
should come first." 

One of the signatories, the Peo- 
ple's Action Party leader Lourdes 
Flores, said the letter stressed that 
the government should refuse rebel 
demands for the freeing of prlson- 
ers. But most analysts said the op- 
tion of storming the residence was 
cxtremely remote. . 

Raul Gonzélez, a specialist in, se- 
curily matters, said: “The military 
oplion has been ruled oul." The 
threat of. force might be employed 
as a negotiating tactic, but was an 
option only if the rebels harmed any 
of the . hostagês, .something they 
seem unlikely to do, he sgid. 
. The government , and 


Hole story . . . Ilegal Indonesian immigrants 
deported after being given three months to get proper documents to stay 


Jane Dlaz-Limaco In Lima 


TE Peruvian government has 
apparently chosen a strategy of 
wearing down to . exhaustion the 
Tupac Aınaru rebels who are hold- 
ing 74 hostages in the Japanese ant 
bassador's residence in Lima. The 
crisis, which began on December 
17, has taken on a slower pace 
since New Year's Day, when the 
rebels last released a hostage. 

The government's, chief negotia- 
tor, Domingo Palermo, has rejected 
direct talks with Tupac Amaru until 
they softened their stance, He was 
quoted iıı the Lima claily El Camer- 
cio aş saying he would not meet the 
rebels without a “clear sigu” they 
wanted dialogue, The government 
has only negotiated directly with the 
rebels once. , : 

The stalemate has dullecl expecta” 
tions of a rapid conclusion to. te cri- 
gis, In the first two weeks qf thé 
siege, the rebels released hostages 
almost dally. ; RE 

Visits by the main Red Cross me- 
diator, Michel Minnig, and Arch 
bishop, Juan Luis Cipriani, a cloşê 
ally of President Alberto Fujimori, 

have continued, but less frequently. . 


rail services, motorways and canals 
shile revealing the inadequacy uf 


Ice brought much of France's 
TGV higlrspeed rail system to a 
halt-ndding 1o-4traffie-chaos-cauacd-l- 
by snowfalls, particularly in the 
southeast. About 10,000 passengers 
had to spend a night in trains, 
stations and teınporary refuges 
because ice on overhead cables 


SNCF, the French national, rail 
Way, lacks the technology to cope 
wilh iced-up power lines, underlining 
the state systeın's financial problems 


The death toll from the cold in 
France, which reached -22C in the 
centre of the country, stood at 23 
last weekend. Most were homeless 
men sleeping in rough, unheated 
conditions. More deaths from the 
cold have been reported İn France 
lhan any other Western country, 
though 43 Romanians and 40 Poles 


The Danube remained closed tû 
shipping from Germany. through 
st Slovakia, with bargemen 
Waiting for icebreakers to..release 


In the Russian. Caucasus, enier- 
. battled againşt 
fog ta 

ted 


Siberian chill 
grips Europe 


Paul Webster in Parls 


HE deuth toll topped 220 last 
weekend as the big freeze from 
Siberia kept its week-long grip on 
Europe, wilh temperalures at 
arountl -10C across 4 broad belt of 
Ihecoutinent. 

Bonn's gravediggers complainecl 
of having to use pneumatic drills in 
up » 50 centimetres of [Irozen earth. 
| And in Belgium, a lorry driver who 
lied to thaw his fuel tank with a 
blow torch ended up making a vast 
chocolate fondue when the diesel 
cauglıt fire and melted the load of 
Belgian chocolates. But it was 
France that seemed the least pre- 
pared for the colcl spell, which hit 


protection for the homeless. 


brought at least 30 trains to a halt. 


as pressure grows for privatisation. 


have died, 


Austria to 
heir slranded vessels. 


gency work : 
SIrong winds, blizzardg and. 
clear snowdrifts that have bi 
some 30 (irivers for a week 


Roksky fur 
Sh GEE 
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Briefly 


NE can «ee why Laurens van 

der Pusl was treasured as a 
thinker by the Prince of Wales. The 
same Jııngian and holistic subtlety 
{hal enablecl him to take a Thalcher | 
knighthood, oppose sanctions and 
uphold that protégé of apartheid, | | 
Chief Buthelezi, has enabled the 
Prince to let himself be usecl to pro. 
mote British arms sales to auto 
cratic regimes. 
John Wardroper 
London 


OT ONLY was the content of 
“Expatriate Games" (January 
5) a rehash of ancient history bui 
the language was juvenile and the 
use of English abominable. 
Nothing was said about the vasl 
majority of perfectly happy and well 
adjusted single people and faniilics 
here. No reference to basketball 
games, football and baseball. And 
the natural beauty of the country 
along with other outdoors activities 
such as camping were things your 
journalists chose to ignore. 
Justin M E Martin, 
King Faisal Specialist Hospital 
and Research Centre, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia 


IVEN the present climate of 

concern and repudiation ovtr 
the international child sex Lradle, I 
read with astonishment the article 
concerning lcenage prostitution in 
Japan (Srhoulgirls ponder tu the 
Lolita fantasy, December 3). 

The benevolent atıcl eveıı cûr ; 
gralulatory tone of Plilippe Pons 
article seems to suggest thal | 
these are liberatecl young wonien 
rebelling against years of sexual 
repression, Were the subjects ol he 
article to have been [5-year-olls on 
the streets of Paris, Lonclon or 
Milan, I wonder wlhıeller the alr 
thor's attitutle night ııot have beer 
different? 

Kirsten King, 
Verunella, Italy 


RE Messrs Kohl and Clhirar 
trying to buy votes for their 
monetary union by arranging for 
the British electorale to lave four 
weeks" huliclay and other goodies, 
or have they decicled they are fed up 
wilh the British and want to pro 
us to clear out by trying to ruin oU 
competitiveness? 
RW Bouldstridge. 
Barcelona, Spain 


O NCE the IRA declares another 
permanent ceasefire, all PA 
ties in the negotiating talks sol 
accept the IRA's intention and bring 
Sinn Fein into the talks, because 
without Sinn Fein any 

will not be able to claim to incorpo” 
rate the views of all constituencies 
in Northern Ireland. 

Corbin M Wright, 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 
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«iren like her, even if they-are born 
on German soil and, rigkitfully, think 
of it as their home, * 
Racism is a Europe-wide phenoım- 
eıton which must be tackled at a 
European level, beginning with the 
simple act of Europe granting citi- 
zenship to its children. All of them. 
Craig Volker, 
Hashima-gun, Japan 


HE ESSAY by Yasmin Alibhai- 

Brown and the reaction to it, set 
me thinking about my own experi- 
ence ofthe “system”, 

1 grew up in Dagenham, where 
my father also once worked at 
Ford's factory. Unlike the super- 
visor quoted in the article, I was for- 
tunate enough to go to grammar 
school ancl get a university degree. 
But the first lesson I learned at my 
new school was that a Dagenham 
accent was going to be a serious 
hindrance in the world where other 
children's fathers wore suits to work 
and where everybody spoke like 
BBC announcers, It was relatively 
easy to change my accent; luckily, 
the working class have the same 
skin tone as everyone else. 

W George, 
Rinleln, Germany 


Little merit in 
UN choice 


AS Kofî Annan really the best 

cauclidlale to be the next 
Unitecl Nations secretary-general 
(Kofî Annaıı to be lead UN into next 
century, December 22)? The UN is 
an organisation where political cor- 
rectness has replaced open competi- 
tion and merit as a basis for staff 
appointments. Five years ago, 
Bouiros Boutros-Ghali was eleclerl 
secretary-geııeral because il was an 
Afrcau's turn to lead the worlcl 
body, And since most past UN chiefs 
have ad at least two successive 
terıns, it was either Dr Bouıtros- 
Ghalî or another African. 

The rather pathetic UN response 
to mass killings in Rwancla in 1994 
was just one case that reflectecl Dr 
Boutlros-Glıali's mediocre lender- 
ship. The knowledge thal the 
secrelary-general was an African 
was no comfort to the relatives uf 
the millions of people killed. 

Wilbert Mukori, 
London 


HERE is an urgent need to en- 

sure that, in future, senior UN 
Posts are filled through a proper 
selection process — rather than 
through the disgraceful behaviour 
of the US government last year and 
the bullying of the other members 
ofthe UN Security Council. 

Dr BoutrosGhali worked tire- 
lessly to persuade the Security 
Council to live up to its responsibili- 
ties in relation to Rwanda, Angola, 
Weslern Sahara, Sontalia ancl other 
crisis areas in Africa, and gave 
much support to the West African 
peace initiative in Liberia. He really 
cannot be blamed if the results were 
less comprehensive than they 
shoukl have been, 

In these crises, lıe was very ably 
supported by Kofî Annan, as head of 
the UN Peacekeeping Department. 
Although the method of selection 
may lıave left nich to be desired, 
Mr Annaıı was an excellent candi- 
date and will serve the peoples of 


the world most ably as : UN 
secretary-general. 

Malcolm Harper, 

Director, United Nations Association, 
London ب‎ ٠ 


Fairy tales in 
the Falklands 


OHN EZARD'S tirade against 

wiıat he perceives to be a war of 
fairy stories smacks of jingoism 
(Falkland islanders reply in kind to 
Argentine charm offensive, Decem- 
ber 22). Surely neither he nor your 
headline writer can have read the 
book with an open mind? For had 
this been the case, he would surely 
have discovered that the esoteric 
value of this beautiful little creation 
1ıas a far greater depth than his in- 
terpretation of a hero seeking sleep 
nıuzzlea to protect his rose. And the 
headline might have been more in 
keeping with the very deep philoso- 
plıy expressed by Antoine le Saint- 
Exupéry's little book than with the 
abhorrently jingoistic political in- 
heritance of the Thatcher era, 

Tlıose who were responsible for 
the widespread death and destruc- 
tion wrought in the Falkland Is- 
lands did not come only from 
Argentina. Whether Argentine or 
British, those with the nıentality ca- 
pable of starting and sustaining a 
war that took hundreds of lives 
should consider carefully before 
damning any overtures intended to 
show (heir children that there are 
more ways to solve problems than 
1he solution they themselves tried 
— making war, 

If giving û child Ihis beautiful 
little book to read is considered a 
“Trojan hurse”, then what do those 
same people say about the New 
Testamenl's message to “love (hy 
neighbour"? 

Brian Millington, 
Baar, Switzerland 


OHN EZARD speculates on why 

the Argentine foreign minister 
has sent children on the Falkland 
Islands a copy of The Litlle Prince. 
Who can tell? 1 note tlıat Antoine dle 
Saint-Exunéry few the first airmail 
service in Argentina. There is a 
plaque conımenmorating this feat 
inside the terıninal building at Rio 
Gallegos airport. The airport was 
usecl by Argentine jet fighters 
cluring the Falklancls war. For me, 
therefore, this Christmas present 
conveys A warning rather than joy. 
Richard Travers, 
Mefbourne, Australia 


Racism''s abuse 
of human rights 


ASMIN AlibhatBrown (Black 

looks and white Iles, December 
22) is quite righl to condemn the 
racism that is all too endemic in the 
United Kingdoın. But to its credit, 
the UK cliffers from many of its 
European Union parlners in at least 
providing Ihe minimal human riglıt 
of citizenship — and with it the legal 
Tight to sue for equal treatment witl) 
all other citizens, 

T have a Turkish frietnl who was 
born and raised in Berlin, whose 
cloıminant language is Gerınan, and 
whose view of the world is German. 
Aller going lo Turkey as an adult to 
alucly Turkish (as a foreign lan- 
guage), she was deniecl the righi to 
return to the cily of her birth even 
on & lourist visa because, slie was 
toll, “foreigners like you are likely 
to come anci hide illegally, since you 
are so invisible”, 

While Ms Aliblhıai-Browu, as a 
child of ihe UK, can be indignant on 
how she is treated as a British cifi- 
zen, Germany does not even permit 


"the granling of citizenship to chil 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Human beings need to 
learn a Iittle humility 


tifyîng killing and more on avoiding 
it, we would have a happier, more 
civilised sociely. At the same time, 
we might try dropping the ricdlicu- 
lous pretense that humans have tlıe 
capability, let alone the right, to 
manage the binsphere. 

Tim Groves 

Koto, Japan 


HE TERM "humanity" is, quite 

rightly, a term that represents 
all that we aim for and value. But it 
dloes not inıply that the things we 
value are not foun(l elsewhere in 
nalure. We (lil not get to be human 
by ourselves, out of nowhere, We 
have not got a nıonopoly on many 
valuable elements, such as kind- 
nuns and affection. Anyone who lias 
hal any conlact at all wilh the other 
social mammals must be well aware 
ofthat. 

'To juclge an animal by the act of 
killing alone is to judge a cuddly 
human baby by the [act that some 
grew up to drop the bomb on 
Hiroshima. Surely the point should 
be that injury and killing matters, 
amd thal we ought to avoid it when 
nv adequate reason justifies it. 

We are enlillcd to look after our 
own species as all other species do, 
hut to indiscriminately clesiroy and 
abuse all that is nol classifiecl as 
hunıan İs, to my mind, as evil as 
allowing lhe exploitation arl (le- 
struction of "slaves", “savages” ancl 
"women". 

Hunıans, like the otlıer species 
on the planel, are ewuipped and 
have evulved lo live alongside the 
other sensitive and intelligent 
species on earth, We are not sep 
arate [rom nature, we are part of it. 
Afarisa Poggiali, 

Groppallo, Piacenza, Italy 


fé"F™ HERE is no sentiment iı the 

animal world," says Keith 
Mallhews (December 15). But 
some humans at least have senti- 
ınents, ind humans are part of the 
animal worl. 

Malthews alls thal “humans 
have the sole responsibility of maln- 
taining a balance of nature" ——~ also 
«lcbatable. Nature is a vague ab- 
slract concept, not a concrele entily, 
and ceosyslems change over time 
regardless of human intervention, 
Su Ihis responsibilily is extremely 
rliffivull to define, let alone clis- 
charge. 

Alsu, as humans are primarily 
responsible fur clesabilising the "bal- 
ance of nalure", taking Malilıcws's 
view tu its logical conclusion woultl 
also email removing cuddly huınans, 
however lovable icy appear, fron 
euvironmenls in which they have 
«lisplace'd irligenous sjecies. 

Tin Morvy (December 15) 
makes a philosophical arguntent for 
ıreating huınans as inclividuals 
warthy of respecl due to their intrir- 
sic valuc, while not cxlending this 
respect fo norriumans. Tlie prob« 
lem here is thal a lot of humans 
clon mvet his cunditions of being "u 
romsvious, thinking creature, wilh 
ılrsires and reflective abilily", while 
nıany norw-hturmants (lo, 

Philosophy asicle, other animals 
ure individuals and Lhey deserve a 
mensure uf respecl as our (lilfer- 

enlly sentient cousins. They shoul 
be given consideration avcording to 
their individual needs. ‘Treating 
them as objects that have no value 
other than in the eye of the human 
behokler leals to as much absurdity 
aml confusion as when considering 
them human. 

If we coultl develop a general con- 
seusus that placed less effort on jus- 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 
Triumph for ruling 
party in Singapore 


Particularly sweet for Mr Goh 
will be the party’s victory in the 
multi-seat Cheng San constituency 
contested by the Workers' Parly 
candidate Tang Linn Hong, who be- 
came the focal point of vitriolic de- 
nunciations by the PAP's top team. 

Mir Goh, unchallengecl in his own 
constiuency, sal he was staking his 
reputalion on a PAP victory in Cheng 
San ancl blocking entry lo parliament 
by Mr Tang, brantled by the PAP aa a 
mtcist menace lo the harmony 
belween Singapore's Chinese, Maliy 
and Idln comınunities. 

Mr Goh voicett fears thal the rise 
uf China and lhe Chinese langpntage 
uver the nexl 20 years woull tenpl 
cthuir Chinese in Singapore le puslı 
fur a IMuL' lL rule, upsetting 
the balance belwecn cuınmnunilics 
anl threalening a return to Lhe conı- 
ınunul violence of the 19504, “We 
are not a Chinese counlry and nuust 
never allow Clıinese chauvinists lo 
lurn us Into one," he sail. 

The opposilion parlics had 
wantecl {he cleclion canıpaign to 
focus on ulher issues, such as tlie 
couniry's rising cost of living, ancl 
had also hopecl that vuters would 
warl te uslıer iı a stronger non-PAP 
vnice in parlianwnl. Bul they had 
Hile chance to gel thcir message 
ncross as lhe PAP sucressfully cun- 
trolled most of {he election agencla, 

Ts leuders issucd apzculypli 
waruihgs of lhe dire fate awiitinH 
the island if the party's aunthorily 
were iıı any way clininished. Mlr’ 
Gah had warned that a WD virtury 
in Cheng San would put Singapore 
on the roud to beconiing another 
Beirut, Yugoslavia, Rwanda or Sri 
Lanka. 

The PAP also struck closer to the 
voters’ pockets, bluntly warning 
that constituencies that voted for 
the opposition would not benefit 
from state spending on upgrading 
public housing. 


Nick Cummling-Bruce 
In Singapore 


INGAPORE'S reigning Peo- 
ple's Action Party emergecl 

from a billerly fought general 
election last week with all but two 
seats in the country’s 83-metmmber 
parliament. 

The PAP, led by ile priıne minis- 
ter, Guh Chok Tong, entered the 
campaign assured of victury le- 
cause 47 scats were unconteslel. 
The five tiny opposition parties, 
which had nurtured hopes of win- 
ning seven or eigll scats bvlwecn 
them, won lwo — half the umber 
they held in the last parliiunent. 

Mr Gol, leading lhe PAD ilo nn 
election for he secml me inl for 
what he described ns a referenduun 
on his perfurnuınce in af fice, wnjuyecl 
a rise in the PAJ’'s share of the vole 
from 61 lo Gb per cent. He clanned 
ihe resulls showed volers hadl 
“rdectecl Western-style liberal demo- 
cracy andl frceclom [which puts] indi- 
vidual rights over that of society". 

The outcome will be a scvere 
blow 10o opposition candidates, wlio 
were never confident of slowing the 
PAP juggernaut but were encour- 
agecl by whal they described as ex- 
ceptlianally outspoken support [rom 
voters and large, entluısiastic 
crowds at their rallies. 

The opposition Workers’ Parly 
(WPI ancl Singapore People's Party 
each claimed une seat. Their nun- 
bers may be reinforcecl by up to 
three “nominated MPs" drawn fron 
the best losers. 

But the biggest casualty was the 
Singapore Democratic Party, which 
defended three seals and lost them 
all. Its chairman, Chee Soon Juan, 
who is under financial pressure 
after losing a defamation suit 
brought by a PAP member, suc- 
cumbed to ferocious PAP attacks 
calling hint a liar and a cheat. 


n ene Deo i 


PHOTOGRAPH. ARMANC FRANCA 


An international tribunal on the 
Rwandan genocide openecl its first 
trials at its headquarters in Arusha, 
Tanzania, last year but cannot im 
pose the death penalty on those 
found guilty. 

"Some people feel public execu- 
tions will serve as a lesson to those 
who might reconsider genocide," 
Mr Gahinıa said. — Reuter 


him to death 


mockery of justice", It claimed Hutu 
returnees being detained were 
being falsely accıısed by people who 
wanted their property. 

The Unitecl Nations human rights 
office in Kigali said more than 2,000 
Rwandan Hutus, sone of the 
460,000 refugees who returned 
from Tanzania last month, had been 
arrested as genocide suspects. 
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Hutus face 
death for 
genocide 


چ س ج 
Christian Jennings In K!gall‏ 
و ی 


RWANDAN court sentenced 

two Hulus to death last week 
for genocide and crimes against 
humanity, (lelivering the first cleath 
penalties for the slaughter in 1994 of 
an estimatecdl 800,000 people. 

Staterun raclio said Deogratias 
Bizimana. a former medical assis- 
1ant, antl Egide Gatanazi, a former 
administrator, had 15 days lo 

1. Both men were tried lasl 
mouth before three judges in the 
saıtheastern town of Kibungo on 
charges of organising massacres. 
They pleadlccl not guilty, but hal no 
defence lawyers. 

The lwo were the first to go on 
ırial under a genocide law passed 
last year, About 90,000 Rwanclans 
arv cramınedl into jails, accused of 
ıaking part in the slaughter of neı- 
bers of the ıninority Tutsi ethnic 
group and Hutu moderates, Most of 
the killings have beeıı blamed on 
Hutu troops, militiamen and mobs. 

Asked whether the two men lıad a 
fair trial without defence lawyers, 
Gerard Gahima, Rwanda's deputy 
Justice minister, said: “Under our law 
Jrople can be tried without lawyers. 
If people think you can sweep the 
genocide of 1 million people under 
the carpet because there are no 
lawyers, they can think again. These 
crimes were committed in broad 
daylight. Ether there were eyewit- 
nesses or there were not, There are 
no complex legal issues involved. It 
isan issue of fact.” 

Under Rwandan law, executions 
' are carried out by firing squad. 
Human rights groups welcomed 
the start of the trials, but said they 
| were flawed because of the lack of 
defence representation, 

A Hutu Rwandan refugee lobby 
group, the Rally for the Return of 
Refugees and Democracy to 


Clinton rewards tough EU line on Cuba 


the Americas to calm the equal 
outrage of US allies at the 
prospect of thelr business exec- 
utivea being excluded from the 
US or hauled into US courts 
because thelr companies traded 
with Cuba. 

Mr ECizenstat waa pelted with 
egga iı Mexico, saw Canada pass 
retaliatory legislation, and then 
watched the EU take the US to 
the new international court of 
the WTO. Along the way, he waa 
deluged with formal protests 
from US allles. 

Britaln and other European 
allics told Washington that 1t was 
illogical to defend trade with 
China as û means to promote po- 
litical liberalisation, while doing 


developments in Cuban internal 
and foreign policlea” in the light 
of Cuba's observance of human 
rights conventions. 

European diplomats in 
Washington said the temporary 
extension fell short of their 
hopes. They expected the EU sult 
at the WTO to continue while 
Presldent Clinton maintained the 
threat of relmposing the law. 

Announcing his decision from 
his holiday spot in the Virgin 
Islands, Mr Clinton sald: “I 
would expect to continue sus- 
pending the right to file suit so 
long as American frlends nnd 
allleşs continue their stepped-up 
efforts to promote a transition to 
democracy in Cuba." He was 


extending the walver “to con- the reverse İn Cuba. 
solidate and bulld on the European offlclals sald their 
momentum we have generated policles of supporting non- 
for democratic change". governmental organisatons and 
Mr Clinton signed the faw last f dernocratic transition in Cuba 
March, after Cubun fighters shot Î had not seriously changed, What 
down İn international waters tyo Î did change was the attitude of 
civilian alrcraft flown by Cuban Spain, long Fidel Castro's 
exiles based in Florida. He had staunchest defender in Europe, 
initially oppnsed the bill, but nîter Cuban attacks on the new 
then arğued it was needed to dls: Î conservative Spanish piime 
play US outrage at Cuba's actlon. | minister, José Marla Azhar, as 
‘Stuart Eizcnstat, a furmer US | “ignorant” after he criticised the 
Ambassador to the EU and ' + Castro jovernment, 
deputy commerce 4 „was ) . 


dispatched around Eutopt and '' 1 Washington Past, page 48 ' 


Martin Walker in Washington 


RESIDENT Bill Clinton 

rewarded the European 
Union's tougher stance on 
Cuba's human rights policy last 
week by extending for another 
six months the temporary waiver 
of controversial legislation mak- 
ing foreign companies liable to 
action in courts in the United 
States for trading with Cuba. 

Mr Clinton's decision was an- 
nounced well after the election 
victory In which be carried the 
state of Florlda — with its vocal 
and politically influentlal 
community of Cuban exiles. 

Iteases an important irritant 
in US-European relations, but 
the Helms-Burton Act remains 
on the books. The fundamental 
issue of US presumption in 
seeking to êxtend the power of 
ita courts beyond US borders 
awaits adjudication at the World 
‘Trade Organisation's tribunal. 

The EU also complains of a 
separate US law designed to 
punish forelgn companies that 
invedtin Iran's enorgy industry. 

Mr Clinton's decision had 
been widely expected, after the 
EU Iast month announced a new’ 
“common position”, whereby 
EU members would “evaluate 


: Deputy PM turns republican 


monarchy but has promised a vote 
on the issue this year. 

Most republicans gave Mr Fis- 
cher’s plan a qualified thumbs up; 
most monarchists rejected it. 

The chairman of the Australian 
Republican Movement, Malcolm 
Turnbull, said that while he sup- 
parted the move, retaining the title 
governor-general would be a confus- 
ing hangover from the monarchy. 

Experts said that letting a judge 
meddle in politics was at odds 
with the separation of powers 
entrenched in the constitution. 

The leader of the Labour opposi- 
tion, Kîm Beazley, called on Mr 
Howard to press ahead with the ref- 
erendum. “Once meee National 
Party is displaying a willingness to 
take a position on a potentially diff 
cult public issue when the prime 
minister . . . seems reluctant to do 
so,” he said: . 
® A terminallyill woman has 
become the second person to die 
under Australia's world-firat euthar 
nasia law, using a laptop computer 
to deliver a fatal dose of drugs and 
bring her “peace at last". 


. Euthanasia campaigners said that . 


BZyearold Janet Mills, who was 
suffering from a rare. form ‘of skin 
gancer that causes the. skin to 
disintegrate, committed suicide last 
week, ٣ 


1 
۱ 
| Ruanda, disnıissed the trials as "a 


کے ج ل د 
Christopher Zinn In Sydney‏ 


ASTRALIA seems more likely 
to become a republic after an 
unexpected proposal last week by 
lhe National Party leader and 
deputy prime minister, Tim Fischer, 
lo remove all references to the 
Queen from the constitution and 
Iransfer her functions to the chief 
justice, 

Itis the first time a senior member 
of the National Party, which shares 
federal power with the Liberals in a 
cnalition, has supported any move 
lowards republicanism, and the more 
Surprising because Mr Figcher. was 

1 a die-hard monarchist. 

Mr Fischer wants his party to 
e the plan only if the people vote 
Or aA republic in a plebiscite due 
later this year. "If after a fair dinkum 

€ the people of Australia opt 
a republic, then this is the model 
Worthy of consideration,” he said. 


His plan involves the chief justice 1 


taking over the Queen's power to 
appoint and dismiss the governor: 
Reneral on the advice of the prime 


fiieter. Constitutional expertş'say. 


Suggestion that the monarch's 


e be removed from. the constitu. 
Would require a major. rewrite. 
ajoı 


ofthe document. 


çe prime minister, John Howard, 


retaining the constitutional 
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states more sensitive to Moscow, 
such as Ukraine and the Baltics, 

Russian foreign policy analysts 
say this interpretation misread the 
depth of Russian opposition to 
Nato's expansion. Russia has three 
reasons fur fearing that the eagl 
warl expansion of Nato will ch; 
the strategic balance. The first links 
Nalo expansion to a series of disar. 
mament agreements involving 
painful cuts in Russia's conventional 
and nuclear forces. 

The second is the increased and 
unwelcome Western nuilitary acl. 
ity in the Black Sea, where Russia iş 
already keenly aware of its 
weakness, The third is Russia's loss 
of eastern Europe aS an arnıs mar 
ket, which would turn to the West 
© Two weeks after returning to 
work, Boris Yeltsin set off a fresh 
health scare this week by cancelling 
all his appointments for the coming 
days. His aides said that lıc had a 
"heavy cold" and temperature, but 
denied that the illness was relaled 
to the presiclent's heart condition. 


Washington Post, page 16 


French units 
fight Bangui 
mutineers 


Raphael Kopessoua In Hangul ' 


RENCH TROOPS _conirolled i 

strqtegic poinls in lve Centr ; 
African Republic's capital Bnguion i 
Munday as residents ventured 
on the streets afler a weekend v' ' 
bloody clashes that killecl ınore that 
a dlozen people. 1 

With French 1roups patrolling 
major highways and checking veli 
cles after launching reprisal raids , 
against Central African army mul 
neers last Sunclay, Iaxis and buses | 
reappeared ancl markets in the ÛY , 
reopenctl. 

On the political front, ihe cil 
awaited the return of Mali's formêr 
military leader, Amadou Touma 
Toure, for n fresh attempt to defusê 
the impoverished nation's 
army nuıtiny in less than û year. 
ficials with the follow-up comınitlee 
— appointed after the mediation 
December by four African heads 
state — said he was expected to 4 
rive this week. 1 

Army mutineers called for dir 
logue after bloody clashes with 
French forces, who launched 
copter-led raids in response to 
killing of two Frenct officers. 

French troops, in the for 
colony under a defence pact, inte" 
vened to keep President AngeFelx 
Patasse in power during the second 
revolt in May. 

France accused mutineers of 
ning clown the two uni 
cers last Saturday and sald 
raids, which also used tanks and ۳ 
moured personnel carriers. werê 
self-defence. 

A French defence ا‎ 
spokesman said 10 ımutineers 
killed and 30 were taken piso 
Spokesnıen for the mutineer™ 
the cleath toll among their ا‎ 
21 and said 11 civilians had 
been killed. ۴ 

The United States said that 
supported France in lat 
reprisals against the mutineers. We 
understand that the French ای‎ 
ment acted as it should have of 
in its own defence and in defen ai 


itoted ل‎ 
the duly-constitu' Obie ihe 
spokesmen 


the eni! la 
State epartmen! 
Nicholas Burns, said — Reiter 


a more optimistic interpretation of 
the talks. 

“There are still some differences 
of opinion, but we evaluated a cou- 
ple of ideas which I will discuss with 
my Nato colleagues over the next 
coupe of days on the telephone.” 

Last month Nato foreign minis- 
ters agreed to issue invitations in 
July to the first former Warsaw Pact 
countries to join the alliance. They 
are expected to be Poland, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic. Russia was 
promised more say in the new 
security apparatus. 

Western diplomats at the Nato 
headquarters in Brussels aud in 
Moscow interpreted a recent spate 
of conflicting signals from the 
Kremlin as imminent acquiescence 
in the principle of Nato expansiotı. 

They argued that Russia lıad tac- 
itly acknowledged that it could do 
nothing in practice to prevent 
Poland joining Nato, and was play- 
ing for guarantees concerning other 


A beach vendor parks his food stall in the sea at Karachi to catch 
customers coming back from a swim 


PHOTOGRAPH: DAVID AHMED 


Sartaj Aziz, a senior member of 
Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan Muslim 
League, said that if his pariy came 
to power it wouıld probably keep the 
new council. “1 think this measure 
will be viewed with concern [by 
those who fear] that probably it is 
undermining the political system,” 
he said. 

“But I feel that if the next govern- 
ment works within the rules of the 
game, then these concerns could be 
allayed and the body could become 
one of the normal state functioning 
bodies.” 


The foreign ministry backed up 
this diplomatic slap in the face with 
an optimistic assessment of Russia's 
growing relationship with China. 
The senior ministry spokesman, 
Georgi Karasin, sald Russia was 
aiming for “strategic co-operation” 
with Beijing, based not on power 
blocs but on mutual interest. 

China shares Russia's mistrust of 
Nato, and the Chinese president, 
Jiang Zemin, is expected to make a 
state visit in April. 

Mîr Kohl's oneday visit was in- 
tended to be as much a gesture of 
support for Mr Yeltsin, still visibly 
weak after his leart operation last 
November, as a preparation for an 
important Nato meeting in July. 

The {wo leaders met at Brczh- 
nev's old hunting lodge, Rus, in 
Zavidovo, 100kım west of Moscow. 
Much has been sald about the close 
personal relationship between the 
iwo men, and before leaving 
Moscow last Saturday Mr Kohl gave 


governments have been wary of up- 
setting lhe military since Zia's death 
in 1988, 

— In. November . Benezir- Bhutto's 
government was sacked, amid alle- 
gations of human rights abuses, 
financial incompetence and rampant 
corruption. The interim govern- 
ment has promised to hold elections 
on February 3. The military is 
believed to have supported Ms 
Bhutto's dismissal by President 
Farooq Leghari, as well as the 
dismissals of the two previous gov- 
ernments. 


was 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Yeltsin stands firm on Nato 


David Hearst In Moscow 


USSIA dampened specula- 
R tion that it is on the verge of 

agreeing to the eastward 
expansion of Nato by issuing an un- 
usually bleak assessment on Mon- 
day of a weekend summit between 
President Boris Yeltsin and his clos- 
est Western ally, the German chan- 
cellor, Helmut Kohl. 

It madle it starkly clear that while 
Russia is willing to continue the 
talks, its hostility has not slackened, 

The presidential spokeanıan, 
Sergel Yastrzembsky, issucd the 
aatement, He said: “There is a well- 
known rlivergence in Russia's posi- 
tion on the one hand and Germany 
and the uther members of the 
North Atlantic alllance on the other 
on these issues . . . Boris Yeltsin 
clearly, precisely and fairly toughly 
laicl oul Rusala's posilion ancl con- 
cern about the conscquences of pOS- 
sible Nalo expansion to llıe east.” 


Generals in 
Pakistan get a 
slice of power 


Suzanne Goldenberg 
In New Delhi and Phill 
Goodwin in Islamabad 


AKISTAN'S interim goverır 
ment gave the military a formal 
share of power’ this week, establish- 
ing a national securily council with a 
broad mıandatc encompassing the 
econoniy a3 well as defence, 
Although Pakistan's gencrals, 
who have hell power for half of the 
£0 years since independence, have 


long been suspectecl of controlling 


civilian governments too, the couti- 
cîl marks the military's first official 
role in democratic politics, 

Even the late dictator General 
Mohammed Zia utHaq 
thwarted by his opponents in an 


attempt to push through a similar 


measure in the eighties. 


--.. The 10member council — to in- 
clude the chairman of the juiıu chiefs. 
of staff, army, navy and air force 
commanders, and the president, 
prime minister and other rninisters 
— will “give mature advice to the 
government of the day”, the informa- 


tion minister, Ershad Haqqani, said. 


There were fears that the move 
would further weaken Pakistan's 
fragile democracy. No government 
has managed to serve a full term 
since independence, and civilian 


India police hunt militants after blast 


most powerful of the 40 armed in- 
slirgeut groups operating in the 
seven remote and sparsely poplu- 
latecl states of northeastern India, 
All accuse New Delhi of exploit- 
img a region rich in natural re- 
sources while denying it basic 
hunıan rights. 
© Separatist militants struck at 
Kashmir's most heavily defended 
aren last week, killing four people in 
a bomb explosion near the lome of 
the chief nıinister in Srinagar. The 
bomb, planted in a three-wheel auto- 
rickshaw, blew up within 30 metres 
of the residence of Farooq Abdul- 
lah, who cawe to power three 
months ago in state assembly elec- 
tions after seven years of direct rule 
from New Delhi. 


coaches not slid into a culvert, 
which cushioned the impacl, Ear- 
lier, officials had sail 300 people 
wert feared killed. Mr Bislınoi saicl 
most of the fataliles occurred in the 
single coach thal was destroyed by 
the explosions. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility for the bombs, which were 
detonalcedl by coppertoloured trip 
wires from guerrilla positions 800 
metres away, but suspiclons has 
centred on tlıe Bodo Scturily Force, 

“It was bnsically the handiwork of 
the Bodos. Only Bodo militant or- 
ganisalions are active in this areca,” 
Mr Bishnot said. He said police had 
identified more than 100 BSF fight- 
ers in Kokhrajhar district alone. 

The Bodos have emerged as the 


NDIAN police said last week they 

would funt clown the Bodo tribal 
nillants who engincerecl one of the 
most lethal acis of terror in the 
northeastern region, killing clozens 
of people in Assam wilh bombs or a 
writes 


mainline railway track, 
Suzanne Goldenberg in New Delhi. 


Fram daybreak until dusk vil 


lagers aıkl railway officials hacked 


through 1lick jungle lo pull 33 bod- 
ies Irom the wreckage of the Delhi- 


bound Bralımaputra Mail, which 
was derailed by the explosion in the 
Kokhrajhar district. Sone 6% people 
were tnken to hospital, 22 in a seri- 
ous condition. 

L R Bishnoi, the police chief in 
Kokhrajlıar, sald the toll could have 
been far higher had the derailed 


The Week 


HE decision by Cyprua to 

buy surface-to-air misallea in 
Russia could result in a dramatic 
shift in the military balance on 
the island, niready one of the 
most heavily militarlaed places in 
the world, diplomata said. 


IGIFT Libyans, accused of 

attempting to overthraw 
Colonel Muanımar Gaxlafy, were 
executed after being found guilty 
of spying with cquipment sup- 
plled by the CIA. 


HE worst stornıs to hit tlie 
West Const of ihe United 
Stntca for (lecades killed 15 peo- 
ple, submerged large irncts of 
Seattle and caused widespread 
damagte to roacls nnd property. 
Washington Post, page 16 


HE Swiss president, Jenn- 

Pascal Delamurtz, unld calls 
for Berne to set up a compenan- 
tion fund for Jews wlio might be 
entltled to noney left in Swiss 
banks after lhe Holocaust 
nmounted to “blackmail”, 


IE Internatlonal Presa 
InsUtute sud a fall in the 
number of journalists killed wns 

une of the few briglıt spats for 
press frecdom last ycur. A total 
of 38 diecl — compared with 52 
in 1995 — 11 in Algerin and 
ueven in Russia. 


NDONESIA'S policy of forcibly 

rescttllng people from densely 
populated islands came under 
the spotlight after days of ethnic 
violence between tribespeople 
and migrants in the province of 
West Kalimantan, in (he 
Indonesian part of Borneo. 


EWT GINGRICH looks sect 

for a narrow victory in elec- 
tions for Speaker of the House, 
but the atmosphere in Congress 
is now poisonous, and leaves lit- 
tle hope for the common ground 
promised by President Bill 
Clinton and Republican leaders. 


HE WORLD Council of 

Churches accused Nigeria's 
military regime of widespread 
appressiot In oll-rich Ogonlland, 
and attacked the Shell oll com- 
pany for causing environmental 
devastation there. 


HE Canadian government 

apologised lo former prime 
minister Brinn Mulroney for sugt- 
gesting that he took bribes for an 
nireraft contract, averting an un- 
precedented llhel trial, 


OUTH KOREAN union lead- 

ers sony they Will nal appear 
before state prosecutors, clefying 
summonses lsauecdl on the orclers 
of President Kim Young-saam. 


STUDY by researchers at 
Helsinki university found tliat 
the production of normal spernı 
for men halved in 10 years: in 
1981 ııornıal sperm was being 
produced by 56.4 per cent of 
nıen, by 1991 this was happening 
in only 26.9 per cent. 


Hun Sen has moved swiftly to try 
to preempt Funcinpec. Days before 
arriving in Plınom Dey, he flew to a 
timber-rich former Khmer Rouge 
base, taking businessmen with him 
to woo the locals, He plans to fy to 
other defectors’ bases. Some 90 per 
cent of Khmer Rouge defectors row 
support him, he claims. 

H that flgure seems absurdly 
high, it is partly because Hun Sen 
also attracts strong misgivings in 
his own party. Many do not appreci- 
ate his aggressive style and sone 
have soughıt to mend relations with 
Funcinpec. 

Hun Sen, protected by tanks ancl 
a practorian guard of 500 troops, 
appears to sel lis own targets with 
lille regard to his criics. He has 
now Lonecl down lıis rhetoric against 
Prince Sirivudlh, offering to buy hin 
ù first-class ticket and 1o greet him 
at lhe airporl. 

Bul few people, even in his own 
parly, seum convinecwl this is any 
more han a pw before lhe nexL 
sorin, 

“It's not yel bloudy, it's messy,” il 
Western analyst in Phnom Penl 
said. “Bul no onc knows what will 
happen. UH could become a bloucly 
mess." 


plea ignored 


prolen is lie, Citi now letulie 
tes puliiol bombing im u main | 
Greet in pp US atl ' 
LO vin li Libel 
ts Chinseaj imu gourmet 
im olnrribel Catan involving e | 
plsions conuiMed by [Liban 
sells" as he most inporlant 
part of lhe carnpaign. 

Three smaller explosions wer 
reported in HHG, allowing at lest 
our in JY5, according lu Ihe 
Lentlun-based Tibn mlaruimiur 
Nelwork. One buıub in So coulny 
was plamed kl Jimuury by ù 
Tibetan ımunk in pralesl 1 Beijiryg's 
inposel choice uf a new Panchen 
Lama lie secund-ranking gure in 
the Tibetan hierarchy). 

The Dalai Lama has made a se- 
ries of propusals to Beijing for nego 
tialions that would seek genuine 
autonomy for Tibet, while ruling out 
independence. Last October he 
slated, in the most explicit terms so 
far, his willingness to negotiate “on 
an agenda that does not call for the 
separation and independence of 
Tibet", His moderate line, first aired 
in 1988, has aroused mistrust 
among militant Tibetans, while fail 
ing to entice lhe Chinese, Ironically, 
it has helped to drive some activists 
to adopt violent methods. 

Recent Chinese policies have 
only deepened the Tibetan.sense of 
hopelessness. New restrictions on 
religious activity in 1996 included a 
ban on photographs .of the Dalgi 
Lama and {he dispatch of “work 
groups” to investigate political !oy- 
alty in the monasteries, ' 

. Tibet ranks with Hong Kong and 
‘Taiwan as onc of the most neuralgic 
polnts in Chinese policy, where an 
‘attempt to pursue A moderate alti 
tude may mean political suicide for 
officials in Lhasa or Beijing, Bul 
China's failure to explore the possi 
bilities set out by the Dalai Lama for 

construclive negotiations towards 
real autonomy, while remaining 
under Chinese ' sovereignty, is A 
huge missed opportunity. Future 
leaders may recognise il as such if 
the tradition of norrviolence is 
renounced in Tibet. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 7 
Feud forces leaders to woo Pol Pot defectors 


ers’ rivalry has now split the army. 

Khmer Rouge brutality found no 
place in Hun Sen's speech lo “my rel- 
atives, my compatriots”, in which he 
praised their courage in defecting. 
They had asked for 16 schools, he 
said: he would give them 16 
schools, They wanted roads: army 
engineers would build them. 

After the speeches, he was off in 
a convoy of pick-up trucks bouncing 
up dirt roads to the hospital, peer- 
ing at malaria patients and pressing 
envelopes with a little useful cash in 
the hands of eaclı, To the director 
went a warl of hundred dollar notes. 

His relaxed slyle and winning 
largesse help explain why Hun Sen is 
respectecl cven by rivals as one of 
Camboclia's most effective politicians, 
But his performance contrastetl 
starkly with the violent rhetoric that 
only clays earlier he fired at Prince 
Ranuricldh and his followers in the 
royalisl parly, Funcinpec. 

Ata lime whıeu the government İs 
handing out amnesly to such 
Khmer Rouge figures as leng Sary, 
once sentenced to death for his part 


Relations between the two co- 


prime ministers have already deterî- 
orated to a point where they barely 
conımunicate. The council of minis- 
ters has met three or four times in 
the past nine months, 


Funcinpec, casting around for po- 


litical allies, is now nıoving towards 
an electoral alliance with smaller 
political parties and feverishly 
courting defecting Khıner Rouge 
commanders with whom the party 
was once allied in an anti 
Vietnamese resistance coalition 
against the CPP. 


Funcinpecc’s (rustration and hue 


miliation al (he bancls of tle CPP 
lıave already boilecl over inlo armed 
confruntation once this month, 
when royalist troops in Battambang 
tiretl B40 rockels al lroups loyal to 
the CPD, If confrontation erupls, the 
northwest may once again serve ils 
Funcinpev’s full-back puslliun, 


“Ihis is a very (anReruus silua- 


ton," a CPD insider said, addin 
thal botlı sides were preparing con- 
tingency plans fur a possible armel 
showdown. 


Dalai Lama’s 


as militants turn violent 


John Gittings 


HE explosion Uil lok the Uri 
dinal snc ul Burklhist 
ove o be age f buns 


amd taruriss ou Cinan Diy 
cutis e wurst birs uf Tibet's 
exiled Lali Lia. 

Webs wara Beijlug vrpratelly 


in revem ıonlls heat (he Tibet 
people, fıced with Chinese iulransi- 
geme, will ddupt more violvtt 
methods of prulest — which le 
personally cunulcnuıs. 

Te bub in lhe Tibetan capital, 
[.hasn, was Wie biggest İn a series uf 
incidents which begin willuul |ul- 
licily over û year agu, ancl tlne first 1 
be acknowlecgud by Chinese uffi- 
cialis, who nuw admit that Beijing 
has a terrorist prolble nı. 

Lasl week the Dalai Lanmıa, 
through a spokesınan, repealed his 
warning thal lıe will “abdicate the 
leadership of the Tibetan people" if 
the movement renounces non- 
violence. The implication is that he 
will give up trying to negotiate with 
Beijing — which has always re- 
buffed his overtures — and confine 
hiınself to religious teaching. 

Astatement [rom his Indian head- 
quarters at Dharamsala also warned 
that the latest incident will be used 
by Beijing to “increase political re- 
pression in Tibet”, 

The bonmıb exploded early in the 
morning outside the offices of the 
Lhasa metropolitan district office, 
on the main shopping street, injur- 
ing five people. Witnesses sail the 
security services were slow to 
mount a co-ordinated response. De- 
bris was left unclcared and check- 
poinis .out of town were not 
established until the following day. 

An official broadcast on .Deceme- 


ber 27 compared the, bombing to . 


terrorist incidents elsewhere in the 
world. This is the first time that 
China has adnıilted that it haş a ter- 
rorist problem. The Chinese autlıor- 
Itiea have respondeci to lhe bomb by 
launching a manhunt across ‘Tibet, 
with security checks at airports and 
on returned exileş, and are offering 
a reward ef $132,000 for the capture 
of the bombers, 


New evidence has emerged of a 


in Pol Pot's genocidal terror, Fun- 
cinpec leaders are seeking an 
Prince Norodom 
Siriyudh. The half-brother of King 
Sihanouk was forced into exile early 
last year to escape allegations of 
plotting to kill Hun Sen. The accusa- 
lion by Hun Sen was widely seen as 
invention, aimed at eliminating a 
political competitor, and Prince Siri 
vuclh's party now wants lıinı back. 

Prince Ranariddh has applied to 
the king for amnesty and Prince 
Sirivudh has announced his deter- 
mination to return. But Hun Sen 
apparently will lıave none of it. Any 
aircraft carrying the prince to Caner 
bodin woull be shot down, he 
warned last month. 

Friends and enenuics judge Hun 
Sen's resort lo threals aud intimida- 
tion in Prince Sirivuch's case ax a 
calculaled prepuralion for lhe telec- 
tions in 1998. un Sen aul (he Cam- 
botlian People's Party (CPP) ruled 
Cambodia before UN-run elections 
ihree year's agu, and make no sucrel 
of their determinaliun to emerge all- 
powerful fron {he nexl election. 


Nick Cumming-Bruce 


HE KILLING and terror that 
has dogged Cambodia for 
much of the past 20 years 
seemed to be slipping fast into his 
tory as the co-prime minister Hun 
Sen stood up to address the crowd 
assembled in the old Khmer Rouge 
stronghold of Phnom Dey. 

Arrayed before him were 800 for- 
mer Pol Pot solcliers, their frozen, 
suspicious stares offset by uniforms 
that confirmecl their defection to the 
regime in Phnom Penh. Seated be- 
lind was Ny Korn, one of the most 
senior of Pol Pot's commanders to 
fall into government hands. 

But if Hun Sen had come to 
Plınoın Dey to bury one conflict, his 
presence was partly the procluct of a 
bitter new feucl, this time with the 
other co-prime minister, Prince 
Norotlom Ranariddh. The accusa- 
tions of assassination plots tliat 
generals loyal to one leader last 
weck levelled at those supporting 
the other revealed how far the lead- 


en eê‏ 0 التو 
prisoners — walking in Robben Island prisoı‏ 


Tourists follow in Mandela’s footsteps 


prisoners shackled?" inquired tle 
Indian boy. Lionel Davids, a former 
political prisoner, shook his head. 

It was here in the white glare that 
the prisoners would swap stories 
and information from their corre- 
spondence courses, educating each 
other in the process. 

The highlight of the trip is the 
prison itself, which still bears its no- 
torious nıotto, “We Serve With 
Pride”, over the entrance. 

“Aren't you scared he'll lock you 
up?” (he Indian boy asked Mr 
Davids as he and Mr Fourie 
counted us through the prison loot. 
“But .T'm used to staying here,” 
grinned Mr Davids, adding (hat the 
political prisoners were never aclu- 
ally allowed a view of Cape Town. 

. “They didn't want us to orientate 
ourselves,” retorted Lizo, another 
ex-prisoner, sharply, as he led us 
down the corridor to Nelson Man- 


“Was he treated any differently to 
the .others?” asked Ms .Robinson, 
eyeing the grim bed, grey. blanket 
and six bars on the window of lhe 

. two-by-three-metre cell. 

“Fear,” sald Mr Davids s 
shepherding us back to the bus. 
“Fear .. . The prison officers were 
all scared of him, you know.” 


n grounds last week 


trip took on the nature of a surreal 
Ona Coles In Capa TOD. Colsê m Cape Town school outing, with passengers hurl- 
HE THEME music to Good 
Morning Vienam, was blasting 
from the row of pizzerias as the good 
tug Proteus, on its maiden voyage, 
manoeuvred away from Cape Town's 
waterfront shopping complex. 
“Right.” shouted the captain, 
“we'll be travelling at a rate of 20 
j, SO hold on to your babies.” 
‘The swell in Table Bay was competi- 
sated only by the spelibinding view 
behind us of Table Mountain 
by the Lion's Head and 


İt {akes 40 minutes by boat from 
Cape Town to Robben Island, and 
this was the first boat to take ordi 
nary South Africans oni a tour of the 
island where their pre 
third of his life in pris 

“1 wanted to come and under- 
stant it first hand, for myself,” anid 
Elizabeth Matheka, with her hug 
hand, a legal consultant from Johan- 


“Was it true that sharks were fed 
from the island to prevent prisoners 
from swimming?’ denıanded a amall 
Indian boy. “No,” said Neil Fourie, a 
former “correctional officer", “But 
can you still see sharks?” the boy 


out the leper colony?" 
asked Lynda Robinson. "The lepers 
were here from 1845 to 1935,” said 
Mr Fourie, pointing to a tidal pool 
where the lepers had bathed, hop 
ing the salt water would ease their 


Past the wreck of a 
Song of Love, past a Taiwanese fish- 
ing vessel and the colony of 10,000 
penguins, the bus circled the island, 
juddering to an abrupt halt in an- 
other quarry, thls time of bright 


ile SC er e e pagion 
ple 


“This is where Presi 
worked,” Mr Fourie said, and the 
bus broke into spontaneous wolf 
whistles. “Take off your sunglasses 
and imagine working İn this glare 
five days a week. The dust blocked 
the tear ducts — no wonder our 
president has trouble with his eyes.” 

“Shame,” called out Mrs Mathr- 
eka, to more whooping. “Were the 


„ İn the ultimate gesture of recon 
cilation, our guides turned out to be 
T prisoners anıd ex-prison offi 

cers, indistinguishable in their unl 
orm of guinea fowlpatterned shirts. 
As the boat docked they herded 
lus on two old charabancs and the 


ي 


Bosnia, which was very conlrover : 
sial aııd whiclı has probably lıelped 
strengthen the hand of the [ranians, 
does nol play well." noted Senator 
Richard Shelby of Alabama. A le 
mocrat turned Republican, Shelby s 
the incoming chairman of the Ser 
ate Intelligence Committee, and wil ' 
be in charge of Lake's contirntatior 
hearings. “He will unclergo rigorout 
examination," he said. 

When he was naminaled by Clr 
ton last month, Lake offered af , 
interesling defisilion of his new jot 
"1 firmly believe that in the posteuld 
war world the rule of tle CUA i ' 
more important tha ever in defend 
ing America againsl the tlıreals uf 
terrorism and lhe proliferation & 
weapons of mass flestruction.” Tl: 
nıay resonate well in public and with 
Congress, but it is not quile the wa! 
the cloak-and«lagger fraternily stt 
their mission. Brel to the Grek 
Game, their frusiralinn with the 
new tasks of wlıat is becurming thé 
Small Game helps explain the spalê 


of early retirements and resi 
nations thal is leaving the CIA am | 


increasingly emply and dle 
shell, 

1ake is an honuurable man. As 3 
rising star of the foreign service he 


hal clone well in the Saigon € | 


bassy during the Vietnam Wal, but 
resigned from a fast-track job o0 
Henry Kissinger's natlonal secunty 
council (NSC) staff. He objected l0 
the 1971 invasion of Cambodia, ‘ 
gave up his career on . 
From his later experience as head 
of policy planning in 
Carter's State Department, he wrolê 
Somoza Falling, one of 
illuminating books about the cor 
plexities of foreign policy in 4 
ington buffeted by lobbyists 
Congressmen. His theme ¥45 f 
icy towards Nicaragua, at a ê 
when the national security aise: 
Zbigniew Bzrezinski, was İn a 
almost constant state of bire 
cratic war with Cyrus Vance s State 
Department. 
The great merit of Lake's tenurê 


wa8 to avoid any such repe' 


these disputes, save for 4 col and 
embarrassing rows over 


Northern Ireland. The fact that at 


four years Clinton's 


looked very much better than did: 


in the firat two years owes a lot 
him. But to run the CIA, and e 
be supremo over a much r 
intelligence empire of sPY لا‎ 
and electronic ‘listening po5 etl 
be a formidable challenge 


without the ` rough ride tha 


Senate has in store. 


کے 


EYES ON TE PRIZE 


ment", has not caught the public 
imagination, if only because it needs 
sub-clauses about expanding the 
democratic and civil space of free 
markets and free institutions. 

Unlike Albright, Lake appears 
likely to face difficulty in persuad- 
ing the Senate to confirm him in the 
new job to which Clinton has nomi- 
nated him, that of the ultimate 
spymaster, director of Central Intel- 
ligence. He has been warned by 
some Republican senators that he 
faces “tough sailing” in persuading 
them that he is the righıl ınan to take 
over a CIA thoroughly demoralised 
by molehunis and by a great confu- 
sion over its post-cold war role, He 
faces some niggling questions about 
his failure to sell some energy 
stocks in 1993 when the White 
House counsel advised him of a 
possible conflict of interest (Lake 
blanıes his accountant). He will also 
be tackled o» bis role in what the 
Republicans like to list as the 
failures of Clinton's first term, in 
Somalia and, at least initially, 
in Haiti. 

But his biggest problent will be to 
satisfy the Republicans about bring- 
ing peace lo Bosnia, that success of 
Clinton's first terın. On the fight 
back from Nixon's funeral in Califar- 
nia, Clinton, Talbot and Lake 
agreed on what might be called 
turning a blind eye towards Croa- 
tia's discreet inquiry as to whether 
the US would approve tlıe secret de- 
livery of Iranian arms to Bosnia via 
Croatia, breaching the United Na- 
tions arms embargo on the region. 
The request had been made to the 
US ambassador in Zagreb, Peter 
Galbraith, who asked for instruc- 
tions. The decision was made that 
Galbraith should say that he had no 
instructions, which meant that the 
US would turn a blind eye to the 
arms smuggling that helped Bosnia 
survive, 

This policy was concealed from 
the CIA, from Congress, from the 
UN and from America's allies 
{although both the CIA and British 
intelligence swiftly learned what 
was afoot). Congress is jealous of its 
prerogatives in such matters, and 
the issue became even sharper last 
week, when it was leaked that the 
Iranians had consolidated their 
Bosnian ties by donating $500,000 
to the presidential election canr- 
paign of Allja Izetbegovic. This had 
a familiar ring to the Congressmen, 
who know all about the favours that 
campaign donors expect in return 
for their cash. 2 


` “The fact that Lake waa one of the. 


authors of the duplicitous policy ln 


shall Plan, which was thwarted by 
Joseph Stalin sone 50 years ago, 
and bounded at tbe Iron Curtain. 
We finally have a chance now to 
take that grand effort to completion. 
How rare it is in history — perhaps 
unique —~ that we have a chance to 
take a second bite at history's 
apple!" 

This has been the policy of the 
Clinton administration even before 
Albright was nominated, but she 
brings to this goal the fervour of 
one who saw her native Czecho- 
slovakia abandoııed by its Western 
allies in 1938, and then swallowed 
into the Soviet bloc for more than 40 
years. She will have rather less tine 
for Russian objections to this 
process than imany of her State 
Department colleagues. After her 
frustrating experience over Bosnia, 
when she became openly contemp- 
tuous of her British and French col- 
leagues until the 1995 Nato air 
strikes, which led to the Dayton 
peace agrcement, she is not inclined 
10 be indulgent of the western Euro- 
pean allies’ foot-dragging. 


HE FRENCH, British and 
Germans are all less enthusi- 

astic about proceeding apace 
with Nato enlargement, although 
the admission of Poland, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic by the 
alliance's 50th anniversary in 1999 
is virtually a done deal. But the 
Baltic states — to name but those 
who most weigh on Clinton's con- 
science —~ are also standing ner- 
vously in line, understandably 
desperate (or some assurance that 
no new dividing line will then 
appear across Europe, leaving them 
onı the wrong side. 

It is inıportant to realise that the 
main actors in US foreign policy 
toclay, from Clinton to Albright, from 
the deputy secretary of state, Strobe 
Talbott, to the outgoing national se- 
curity atlvişer, Tony Lake, were all 
as students raised İn awe of Amer 
ica's national security strategists in 
Une late 1940s. The then secretary of 
slate, Dean Acheson, chose Preaent 
At The Creation as the immodest 
tille for his memoirs. And in various 
speeches and talks with the crew, I 
detect a qulet but firm determina- 
tlon to think and act as grandly 
in the aftermath of the cold war 
as thelr predecegsors dil at its 
beginning, 

Lake went to great lengths to find 
for tlıe Clinton years a phrase as a 
resting as George Kennan's 1946 
coinage of “containment” to define a 
strategy for.dealing with the Soviet 
Union. Lake's solution, “enlarge- 
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Foreign policy 
goes to market 


relationship with the Chinese high 
conımand, anil the CIA leaking its 
latest findings of missile smuggling 
and so on. 

All this needs a central direction, 
ancl there ia no obvious candiclate to 
provide it, beyond the driving idea 
of the Clinton administration that 
tree (trade is a panacea for Ainerica's 
futıre geopolitical problems as well 
as providing the main promise of 
growth for the domestic economy. 
In this context, it is important lo 
note that corporate America has 
become not only the prime lobby 
that pressed the case for Clıina's 
Most Favoured Nalion trading 
alatus, but also the most powerful 
and singlminded force that is 
driving policy. Corporate America 
drives ls agenda through canıpai gı 
finance (dlonations and direct lobby- 
ing of Congress, as well as rallying 
ils employees to pul prcssure on 
lheir Congressmen. 

In this context, the historical par- 
allels between the Clinton and the 
Eisenhower administrations are be- 
conting compelling. Just as Eiselı- 
hower reconciled Ihe Republicans 
lo Presiclenl Roosevell's New Deal, 
so Clinton is reconciling the Denno- 
crals lu Prexiclent Reagan's assault 
upon İl. It was during his con firnla- 
lion hearings to beconıe Eisen- 
hower's secrelary of (lefence tliat 
Charles Wilson of General Motors 
expressed his famous phrase: 
“What was good for our .country 
was good for General Motors and 
vice versa. The difference did not 
exist.” In the Clinton era, what is 
goudl for America is deemed lo be 
what is good for Boeing's exports, 
for Microsoft's penetration of the 
world's computer operating systenıs 
auıd for Hollywood's screenings in 
cinemas across tlie globe. And in 
this new export-driven corporatis, 
Ibe potential of China's market is an 
irresistible lure. 

I is interesting, therefore, that 
Albright has little background in 
Chinese matters, excepl for her 
work at the United Nations. Slıe is 
by birth. ancestry, academic trnin- 
ing and experience, in that classic 
Atlanticist traditlon of US foreign 
policy professionals. There are no 
doubts about where slte stands on 
the central matter of European 
policy. She strongly supports the 
enlargement of what is increasingly 
called “lhe Atlantic civil space", This 
means bringing tlhe eastern Euro- 
pean countries into the Nato 
alliance, where (he US has the com- 
mandling say, and also into the Euro- 
pean Union, where the US las far 
less leverage. 

Nato and the European Union 
are, in the siriking words of lhe cur- 
rent US ambassador to Nato, Robert 
Hunter, “two institutions living in 
the same city on separate planels, 
As of now, the relationship between 
Nalo and the US is virtually non- 
exislent", He was speaking in the 
week before Christmas, in an ad- 
cilress to Washinglon's European 
Institute, which laid out with rare 
clarity the Clinton administration's 
real and grandiosc agenda for 
Europe. 

“The first grand objective, of 
course, is ta keep America as a Eu- 
ropean powcr, not just for today, but 
for the indefinite future," Hunter 
stressed. “What the European 
Union aııd Nato are trying to do in 


central Europe is nothing less than 
to complete the promise of the Mar- 
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The US this week 
Martin Walker 


ADELEINE ALBRIGHT 

gocs lo Capilol Hill lhis 

week for the hearings 1hat 
are expected to confirm her as the 
firsl worıtan sceretary of state. Her 
assicluous attentions to lhe very 
conservative North Carolina Sena- 
tor, Jesse Helms, chnirman of the 
foreign relations vcomnuitlee, should 
cnsure that she faces few cmhar- 
rassments in lhis sometimes diffi- 
cull prucess,. But the sessions coulcl 
also provicle some important clues 
lo Ihe way she intencls to tackle {he 
lwo main forcign policy challenges: 
ımiınaging Russia's weakness and 
China's ascenlancy. 

From Senator Helms's staff, we 
know that his questioning will 
focus slrongly on China, and on {he 
wisdoın of President Clinton's pları 
to hold a summit witîı China's Jiang 
Zemin before Beijing's scheduled 
1akeover of Hong Kong on July 1. 
Senalor Helms is a staunch sup- 
porter of Taiwan, And remains 
suspicious of lhe Chinest govern- 
ment. He is far from convincecl of 
ihe Clinton adnıinistratiun's view 
ıhal trace and diplomatic engage- 
nwt is (he way to steer a fast- 
growing China into tle Clintonîian 
vision of a world of (ree-lrading 
democracies. 

Nor is Senalor Helnıs persuaded 
1hat in the course of that bumpy 
process Beijing can be encouraged 
to act as a cooperalive and house- 
trained power, joining the rest of the 
international conmunity in the 
responsible pursuit of terrorists, 
organised crime and money laun- 
derers, and in the discouragement 
of ıe proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, Looking al 
China's record in selling missiles to 
Iran and Pakistan, and the free 
wheeling ways of Beijing's new 
arms nıerchants, Senator Helms 
has a point. 

Moreover, one of the serious 
«ıuestions for Clinton's second term 
is the (legree to which Albrighl's 
Stale Deparlment will be allowed to 
regain conirul over China policy. n 
1he past two years, nurch of il wis 
cırardinateal through the National 
Economic Council at the White 
House, where Laurn Tyson gath- 
ered togciher the various strands of 
trade, ecanoınitc antl strategic policy 
towards China. Tyson has been re- 

placed by Gene Sperling, whose in- 
terests are morc lomtestic. There is 
great danger now of China policy 
falling apart into lts various compo- 
nents, with the Commerce Depart- 
ment wooing American contracts, 
the US trade representative trying 
to police Chinese copyright in- 
fringements by threatening aanc- 
tions, the Pentagon trying to build a 


8 UK NEWS UK NEWS 9| 


SENIOR police officer last 
week launched a scathing at- 
tack on drug dealers as it emerged 


to prevent the issue of Europe spi- 
ralling out of the control of Britain's 
party leaders during the election 


untested Blair cabinet. 
Robin Cook, the shadow foreign 
secretary, sail Mr Kinkel would be 


*a fateful decision for Europe” andl 
demanded that whichever party 
won made up its mind about British 


AYID JENNINGS, the man 


Nationalist alliance cracks 


LIHOUGH nuillions of pounds 
have been spenl on improving 
basit skills, the Education Secre- 
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previnusly sharecl lhird place, at ë-l, 
with Mr Fowaril. 
Chris Patten, the Governor il 
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Book prices soar after 
collapse of price-fixing 


It was predicted that the end of 
price nıaintenance would stirnulate 
demand and profits for the big pub. 
lishers, bııt would rout small, ineffi- 
cient booksellers. 

Bankruptcies in the inclependent 
retail sector arc understoocl to have 
remained at levels before (he erd uf 
the agreement. 

Stephen Moss adds: Publishers, a 
naturally optimistic hreecl, are bull- 
isl about the future. They say sales 
of bustsellers have been boosted, 
ntiddlc-range books arc holding 
their own, and consumer's are being 
aliracted through sales in super- 
markuls and petrol stations. 

"I has becn good for businens 
ant has helped lo expand reacler- 
ship," suid Ruland Philipps, putb- 
Tisling direclor of Hocltler aul 
Sluughion, “KH him irnereasel the 
sles of besluwllers — Inrgely be- 
ennsr of lhe exira outlets, which can 
now discount duul say they arc (lis. 
countiug." 

‘The maîn inpacl has beer iN slU- 
permarkets, which ire interestenl in 
slacking a small nuntber of heavily 
discountecl haoks. In lhe ruırtp tu 
Christmas most big buokshups als 
discounted heavily ort ug to it dozer 
les md made hose the focus of 
their acdlverliningt. 

Nir Philipps urgurs tli the en 
of lhe NAA lias forced publishers to 
lr more magi. “I bis nache 
the book trade ach une fovunent 
on marketing, an we now use priv 
ia rlling trol." | 

Louis Bum, editor uf hc Buuk. 
seller, while accepts tt Lhe 
effects hive been lose dramtic Mim 
predicted, wirns against liawiung 
any cunclusiuns yel. "Musl peuple 
seem plensecl to be able tu use 
price, aul many of those who were 
supporters of the NBA no longer 
argue for its return, but Il is still too 
eatly ta be confident about (he 
impact of the changes. 

“A few books are being dis. 
counted, but the ımnjurity have 
increased in price, The public are 
paying for the privilege of the bouk- 
seller offering thet discounts," 


Lisa Buckingham 


HE price of books has risen by 

more than twice the rate of in- 
flation over the past year despite the 
collapse of the net book agreement 
(NBA), which was supposed to mean 
cheaper hardbacks and paperbacks. 

According to the nionitoring or- 
ganisation Bnokwatch, tlhe end of 
price fixing has proınptedl puıblisli- 
ers to increase the recommentled 
retail price of their titles so that 
booksellers can then offer dlis- 
counts. 

Peter Harland of Bookwatch said: 
“Harclback ancl paperback fictiun in 
particulır have risen by mare than 
lhe rate of inflition but this is then 
being discounled in the high 
streel." He esliunaues Ih the 
benchnmiirk price fur i1 fiction Lith: inn 
hardlbiack is now LIGHH or E1799, 
wilh £S. and £9.99 fur paperbacks. 

Bookwatch says sitles through its 
uatlonwicle retail panel vrled (lie 
year aboul 3 per cent flown un 1995, 
bu Mr Harland cestinmales thu 
much of this will have shifted to tlie 
supermarkets aml Woolworths, 
whose book sales ure nol yet i- 
cluded in indusirywile ouitariny. 

Although here are still sporalic 
uulbreaks of substantial price (lis: 
coms — Asda's decision tn affer 
bestsellers al half pric, fur example 
— most relailers are offering only 
selective price cuts, unlike (his (ite 
list year when Delia Smith's hugely 
sutusful Winter Cullection wis 
frequently sall it ii loss. 

It is understood thit summe tl- 
fishers are now plinning lo innit 
W H Smith's pramution ûf new aU’ 
thors in an efforl lo stimulate the 
mıarkel, which lıas experiencecl only 
ınudest rates of volume growth for 
more than a decade. 

The statistics from Bookwatch 
follow a bleak perioct for big pubtish- 
ers that has seen profit warnings 
from players such as Hodder Head- 
line, whose authors include John Le 
Carré, and a dramatic revenue slide 
from Rupert Murdoch's publishing 
arım, HarperCollins. 
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Cash cuts squeeze the Tube 


showed that london Transport in 
tended (u cut services anci impose 
ıew s4prel restricliuns because 
many parls of the network — much 
of whiclı wis buill in Victorian ancl 
Edwardian tines — were so (lilapi- 
claled. 

A month later, the system coım- 
pletely collapsecdl after a 30-year-old 
piece of equipmem broke down, 
causing a power failure that ırappecl 
thousands of passengers under- 
ground fut hours. 

Those campaigning for a better 
service appear lo sympathise with 
London Underground. "I can under- 
stand it if [London Underground] 
feel they have Tittle alternative but to 
put up prices," says Stephen 
O'Brien, chief executive of London 
First, a consortium of business lead- 
er's pushing for better transport. 

Andy Burns, of the Capital Trans- 
porl Canıpaign, agrees. “Peuple are 
going to be paying more nmioney for 
a worse service,“ he said. “The only 


solulion in more investment bit 
London Underground is betwecn A 
ruck andl a hire place.” 

Or, mare precisely, betwevn Ue 
Jubilee Line extension ad number 
11 Downing Streut. After the Rud 
get there was cunsiderable coln- 
plaint. but to little effect, [ondun 
First pledged te conta all Londun 
MDS “to compel the goverment tur 
reverse his Ours Huimin" 
lat inndon Underground bear the 
financial burclen. 

‘This year Londun Unierground 
will have less than half the £70) nıil- 
lion it needs every year lor the next 
decatle if it is to be restored to 
world-class standard. 

Passengers on the Northern Line 
— known as the Misery Line — are 
waiting for the arrival of new trains 
later this year. But they may make 
litle if any difference since mod- 
ernisation of the Jine, including im 
provements to the track, signalling 
ancl power supplies, is under review, 


Qary Younge 


HE best thing that could hap- 
| pen to the London Ulnder- 

ground in {he new year would 
he for it to suffer another huge 
lreakdown like the one which 
strantled iousat(ls of 1heatre-goers 
in Nuvetnber, 

lt would happen shortly before 

lpım, just as John Major was facing 
a crucial vote that threatened his 
minority government. Among the 
opie Iravelling to our from the 

° Wes! End would be four or five Tory 
M's on their way to the Commons 
lı save lhe day. 
luring the long wait for the train 
ı ® start nıoving, the MPs would 
, Slowly realise they were going to 
1 miss the vote — anıJ iıs a result possi 
: bly lose their jobs. The episode 
ould be a reminder to whoever won 
, he next election that they neglect 
Ihe Tube al their peril. But, for now, 
1 seems the Governınent is prepiıred 

1 lû ignore all pleas fur more invest- 
ment from London Underground. 

| From this week, fares wil rise by 
up lo 8 per cent, confirming Lon- 
don's position as the capital with 
One ûf the most expensive tıuıbe sys- 
tems in the world. 

Yet whatever extra revenue has 
¦ been gained as a result of the dour 
ling in prices over the past decade 
has been dwarfed by the need for . 
livestment to replace old trains, 
fxlenl lines and refurbish old 
equipment. 

Unforeseen tunnelling problems 
have the cost of building 
the extension to the Jubilee Line — 
which will link south London and 
the Cily — from £1.9 billion to £2.6 
hilion, But the Chancellor, Kenneth 
€, earmarked only £100 million 
'o help with overrun costs, insisting 
hal London Underground take the |: 
responsibility for the rest. Finding ' 
money will result in a cul in 
“ther Underground services and 
May even trigger another fare in- 
Crease this year, 
The 2.7 million daily passengers 
battle wilh overcrowding, delays, 
“ancellations, unexplained stops in 
lunnels, and outoforder lifls and 
fscalntors, A central London stretch 
uf the Bakerloa line’ ig currently. 
ocd for tunnel repairs, forcing 
dreds of thousands of’ people to 
lernative routes, ا‎ 
In October, a leaked document j: 
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Fred West film deal 


spurs law review 


ahortionists last year when lie re 
fused tu inlervene 1o prevent lhe 
destruction of thousaucls of frozen 
human eınbryos after ruling that a 
child acquired legal rights only if i 
is burn alive. 

He alsu courted controversy 
when his inerventian Delp pte. 
ven Saralı Keays, the former mis 
ress of a lormer Tory ininister, 
Lord Parkinson, from iallowiuug a 
television film to be marl? about tlye 
progress uf her 13 years handi 
capped daughter, Fara, under 4 
revululiunary lrtalmelit. 

‘The film coulkl not be mae will 
oul High Cori consent because of 
injunctions obtiined banning publi 
cily by Lord Parkinson, Flom’s 
father, antl Mr Harris. 

In anolher case, Mr Harris is 
accusing the Governıment of violat- 
ing the human rights of five abused 
and neglected children by denying 
them a legal remedy for delays it 
taking them into care. The Case, 
filed with the European Conımis- 
sion of Human Rights in Slras- 
bourg, could end in a defeat and a 
six-figure bill for the (rovernment al 
the human rights court. 

The clainn, on behalf of five broth 
ers and sisters from Bedfordshire, 
is being defended by the Foreign 
Office and the Departmenl of 
Health. If the claim succeeds, il 
coukl open the way for the ynuniger 
children of Frelerick West anid his 
wife, Rosemary, who are now iı 
care, to sue Gloucestershire county 
council for failing to remove them | 
earlier. 


status safe 


David Falrhall 


HE precdliction by ihe Argentine 

pide, Cae a hat 
his cuuntry will gain at least S' 
sovereignly over Ihe Falkland 1% 
lancls by the end of the century WBS 
rejected last week by the Defence 
Secretary, Michael Portillo. 

Speaking in the Falklands capital. 
Port Stanley, Mr Portillo 
Britain's commitment to defend the 
South Atlantic islands was subject 10 
“no caveat, exception or time init’ 

But he emphasised that 
the issue of sovereignty can be sl 
aside, Britain ig keen to revive cor” 
mercial links with Argentina wd 
other South American countres 
Most had now embraced dem” 
cracy and free-market economics, 
he pointed out, making اا‎ atirat 
tive for European investmenk 

President Menem's suggestion 
shared sovereignty Was ا‎ 
press conference in his 
province of La Rioja, and reporled 
within Argentina as a conciliatory 
shift in policy, rather than 48 
provocation. 000 

*} still hope that io the year 2 
we'll see the Argentine flag ا‎ 
the ا ا‎ 0 1 
alongside other flags," 

‘Tlie chief executive of te le 
lands government, Andrew 0 
dismissed the suggestion 48 ر‎ 
the continuing presaure exert 
the islanders, He said neither 


1 
| 
ا 
| 
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opposition had shown any' 3¥ 
endorsing such an idea.’ 


Stuart Millar 


HE Government is lo review 
آ‎ the law governing the duties 

of the Official Solicitor, amid 
outrage over a decision to granl iı 
produclion company access to 
archive material relating to the (leath 
of Frecl West and events il his home’ 
in Cromwell Street, Gloucesler. 

The Official Solicitor, Peler Harris, 
entered into an oplion agreemenl 
wilh Ihe Londor-based Porlman 
Entertainment Gruup thit gives the 
cunpany non-documenlary filnn, tele 
visio, video and ancillary riglıts lo 
material from the Wesl estate. 

Doubts were raisecl that Portman 
would make the film after a com- 
pany (lirector was reported to have 
dismissed it as the pet project of ã 
former chief executive, But the 
episode led to concern about the 
precise role of Mr Harris who, as 
Official Solicitor, las a duty to 
"responsibly" maximise the finan- 
cial returns from the West estate for 
the Wests’ five children. 

His duties principally include the 
prevention of a possible denial of 
jttstice by looking after the interests 
of children, the mentally ill and otlı- 
ers who cannot put their own case 
forward, 

Since Peter Harris, a former 
Royal Navy lieılenantcommandler, 
took over the posifion on August 1, 
1993, he has been involved in a nuıım- 
ber of higlı-profile cases dealing 
with some of the most controver'sial 
and difficult legal and moral issues. 

He provoked fury from anti- 


Fraud hot line | Falklands 


‘saves £23mM: 


Alison Danlels 


HE controversial benefit 
fraud hotline has received 
120,000 calls and saved an esti- 
mated £23 milllon, according to 

figures published last week. 

The Benefits Agency scheme, 
launched amid a fanfare of pub- 
licity in August, has apparently 
struck a chord with the public, 
although the number of calls has 
fallen from an initial 10,000 a 
week to fewer than 2,000. 

Oliver Heald, junior social se- 
curity minister, warned that the 
net was tightening on “cheats”. 
He predicted that further gov- 
ernment initiatives would help to 
gave a total of £1.8 billion in the 
financial year ending March 31 
and £7 billlon by the end of the 
decade. “Every pound wasted in 
beneflla fraud is a pound not 
available to those in genuine 
need.” 

According to the Department 
of Social Security, benefit fraud 
totals £3 billion annually, with 
income support fraud account- 
ing for about £1.4 billion. 

‘The latest figures from the 
anti-fraud hotline’s head- 
quarters in Preston may have 
pleased ministers, but anti-. . 
poverty campaigners and civil . 
liberty groups are sceptical. 

‘They describe the projected 
savings as speculative and are 
coıicerned at the impact on hoD- 
est claimants of false allegatdlons 


and unjustifed investigations. : 


„. the former Beatle beconıes Sir Paul 
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Mayhe Fm amazed 


McCartncy in the New Year Honours List 


10 UK NEWS 


Honour for 
McCartney 


HIE composer Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber became a lard last week 
arl Paul MeCariney, his cheecrfier 
rival in Brîlain's flourishing musical 
export market, becume Sir Paul as 
parl of a 1.035namne New Year 
Honours List sprhikled with show 
business glitter, writes Afichacl White, 

The Sfycaruld former Beatle 
saîd: "I's a fanlaslic honour, ancl Ti 
grulefully receiving it on behalf of 
the people of Liverpool aml the 
olrr Uenlles, wilhoul whom it 
would have been possible.” 

Kamit was recogrisul with 
kuiglluurls Cor Alan Ayckbourn, 
the clral anl Richard Uyre, 
atiic (lireclor of lhe National 
Tluatire, Ned Sherrin, the theatri 
polymath, gels a CBE, as dlocs Pred- 
irik Fursyth, (he thriller writer, 

Nt ther lower encl of what is slill a 
classyeansceinus event, a lraffic 
wurden from Glasgow, Evelyn 
trecchan, gels an MBE, despile 
having given a parking licket to her 
cliafconstable. 

A third uf the recipients are 
women and there are four new 
dames, including Harbara Mills, the 
director of public jırosecutions. Ann 
Chaul, chief of the enıballed Child 
Support Agency, becomes a Con- 
pinion of the Bath. 


Straw lays into hereditary peers 


year), accused of “gaining their first 
Scottish peerage after Sir James 
Hanıilton joined, then betrayed, tlie 
Douglas revolt of 1455” against the 
Crown. As for the Duke of Buc- 
cleuch, who voted once in 1995/96 
{for the Government), the wealth of 
Britain's largest private landowuer 
stems from 16th century border 
raids against the English. 

Behind this and other CVS pro- 
duced by Mr Straw is a (letermina- 
tion to show that backwoodsmen 
are “not just political satire”, but 
helped to save Mrs Thatcher's poll 
tax bill and other reactionary 
legislation. 

It is a hypersensitive charge for 
Lord Cranborne's supporters, who 
claim the peers routinely amend 
bad legislation without favour to 
either side. Yet the widely con- 
demned abolition of social security 
benefits for asylum seekers was car- 
ried on July 22 by 182 votes to 168 
only because of the votes of heredi- 
tary peers. 


borne, Leader of the Lortls, (hat am- 
ateur peers are increasingly nore 
representative of the "common 
man" than professional politicians, 
lhc revealerl that 228 of the 420 
known Tory peers (soine do not 
lake the whip) went to Etorn, ancl 
some 1Û3 went to Oxford or Cam’ 
bridge, Only three are women. 

The latest assaull comes as 
hereditary pncers brace themselves 
for a Lahour election victory, and, 
sooner or later, a short bill to end 
their voling rights. A six-poinl 
defence plan was offered by tlie 
rightwing columnist Simon Heffer, 
including exira hereditary peers in 
ıhe Cabinet, and the demand that a 
Blaîr governnıent subnuit its limited 
Lords reform package to a refer- 
endum. 

Mr Straw singled out a clutch of 
peers with ancestral circumstances 
worthy of tabloicl investigation. First 
to be arraigned were the Hamilton 
ancestors of the Sth Duke of Aber- 
corn (who voted three times last 


Michael White 


OHN MAJORS vision of the 

classless society is undlerpinnecl 
by a hard core of Eton-and- 
Oxbridge hereditary peers wlıase 
crucial voles in the House of Lorcls 
slem from ancestors who bribecl, 
siole, slept and betrayed their way 
info rayal favour, labours Javk 
Straw declarerl lasl week, 

În a {resh assault upon the here- 
dlitary aristucracy, which could — in 
theory — be abolished by next New 
Year's Day, the shadow home secve- 
lary accused backwoods peers, who 
rarely attend the upper house, of 
helping to save the Government 
from defeat in 66 of the 96 Lords 
divisions that it won in 1995/96. Ten 
votes were last. 

But in addition to detailing ûcca- 
sions when the votes of sotme 320 
hereditary peers who take the Tory 
whip made the vital difference, Mr 
Straw also got personal. Stung by 
the recent claim by Lord Cran- 


Elderly pay for sharp rise of young in care 


Mr Lewis confirmed the trend 
was widespread. In his own author- 
ily, Stockport, the number of chil 
dren being taken into care was up 
10-15 per cent on last year. 

‘This represented extra costs of 
£1.5 milion on Stockport's £60 mil- 
lion social services buclget, and he 
authorily required that any such 
overspending be met within the 
depariment. . 

‘There were 49,000 children bein, 
looked after by English authorities 
at the encl of March 1995, liltle dif 
ferent from Ihe previous 12 ınonths, 
but lle total this year is expected 1o 
show a sharp rise, 

Almosı 13.500 children were per- 
manently excluded from school in 
England in 1945/96, an 8 per cent 
increase on the previous year. In 
1991/92, the figure was less than 
4,000. . 


services we provide, The issue 
ncecls ta be addressed with a debate 
aboııt school exclusions natioııally." 

OrganisMions represenling the 

elderly are also calling for govertı- 
ment action, to tackle the erosion of 
community serviccs for adults. 

Tessa Harding, head of planning 

andl development at Help the Aged, 
sil: “We know already tlıat a lot of 
people who would lave got help 
three years ago arc nol eligible now. 
if you then sny you are culling buti 
ges an top of hal, il is very worry- 
ing indced. Jl has lo slop." 

Help the Aged has surveyed ihe 
extunt lo whiclı local authurilies are 
tiking nıoney from adult services, Il 
lıas found lhat Oxfordslıire plans to 
switch almost .£1.1 million, Kent is 
lookirtg for up to £1 million, Essex 
hans iransferrel £1.3 nuillion and 
Powys £1 10,000. 


David Brindle 


SHARP rise in the number of 

children bving taken into care is 
forcing local mutlıarities to cut ser 
vices for eklerly people to balance 
the hooks. 

Social services dirctors sny they 
haye no choice but to lake money 
frum burclgels for itlulta, mainly lhe 
elderly, to tep up those for statutory 
provision for chiklren, 

Directors think the growth in 
numbers of children enlering care 
has been Iriggeredl by an increase in 
hose expullrcl fron school. Many 
exvludledl mıpils ars: laitering on the 

streets, turning to petly crime antl 
falling out with their fanuilies. 

Hab Lewis, presided of the ASso- 
ciign olf Direeturs af Social Ser 

kus, sail: “I ûm nol blaming 
schools, but it is affecting the 


quently “disappear”, and Soberon 
say's the use of torture is “system- 
atic". And human rights activists are 
alarmed at the way industrial unrest 
is dealt with by special legislation 
normally applied only to terrorist- 
relnted crimes. 

Ricardo Letts, a leftwing activist, 
says: “The reason the intelligence 
services proved lo be completely in- 
effectual when the Japanese ein 
bassy was altacked was thal they 
were taken by surprise, They 
couldn" see it coming because they 
were more concerned with keeping 
tabs oun political opponents antl 
iradleunioıı activists Lhan on 
terrorists." 

Caceres pninls out that while the 
Shining Path and Tupac Amaru may 
have becan defenwd militarily, the 
government his failed lo (lestroy 
lhe ideology that apawnel them be- 
cause it his never lacklecl lle rout 
cinıses of aril violence. 

He believes tbe only answer is for 
a cumnıission lo be sel up 10 CXût- 
ine crimes conmitted by all the 
leading players in {be conficl, from 
{he army and svcurity forces to lhe 
Sining Palh und Tune Amaru. 
"Otherwise, what happenctl dl the 
Japanese embassy could happen 
agiin — in a moıth, in û yenr ...” 

(January 1) 


cul a terrible reguttiun that when 
hey are kıown to be in (he vicinily 
ol Cul villagers Moucl io the Lown 
for safety. Pieru Corti, the chiel elüc- 
tor at Lachor hospital, says: “In all 
nıy 35 years here, J've never steel 
such terrified people." 

Kidnapping is another LRA spe- 
cialily, In mid-December, a column 
of guerrillas is believed to lıave 
crossed into Sudan with 300 
teenagers they had kiclnapped, in 
tending to re-educate and train 
them for armed combat. 

‘The story told by Julius Olinı. 
aged 19, is Iypival; "They arrested me 
as [| was going lo school and forcecl 
me to follow them and carry their 
equipment. We walked for days. 
Those who couldn't keep going or 
who tried to escape were shot. 

“We finally arrived at the Ki 
camp in Sudan. They gave us guns 
ard told us how to use them. They 
also harangued us, saying that with 
the help of the Holy Spirit we were 
going to liberate the Acholi and 
Lango peoples from the domination 
of Museveni [the Ugandan presi- 
dentl, who had plundered theîr 
herds. Then we were moved back 
into Uganda. One tlay tlıe arnıy ût- 
tacked our camp and I fled. J] wa4 
able to get back to my village, But 
now Lhe village has been evacuated 
because people are afraid lhe rebels 
will come and take revenge for my 
escape.” ۳ 

For a long time.the LRA rebels 
were in league with the villagers, 
wha are Acholis and Langos like . 
themselves, But lhe atrocities they 
carrietl out have nlicnated the popu- 
lInlion, and they have to use terrorist 
methods to operate safely. 

"ft's our owu children who are 
doing this to. us!” laments an’.old. 
mau. His opluion is shared by mosl 
Achıolîs, who are torn between tribal 

solidarity and condenınation of the 
kinsmen who have caused them 
terrible suffering. 
(December 28) 


Peru’s one-sided amnesty is key to crisis 


The government contends that 
the anınesty law has been counter- 
balanced by legislation that allows 
those who repent to enjoy improved 
prison conditions and reductions in 
their sentences. “That is absolutely 
incorrect,” Soberon says. “The law 
is an İuformer's law, which has sent 
1,200 people to jail." 

The flaws in tlhe repentance legis- 
lation are perfeclly illustrated by the 
case of Salvador Caro, a dloctor. 
After being forcecl by Shining Path 
rebels to Lreat one of lheir injured 
men, he was (lenounced, charged 
with “active conıpllcity in terrorism 
and treason", and given a 20year 
prison seılence. 

His case was taken up by human 
rights aclivisls and passed on 1o û 


aro wis pardoned and releasecl 
after spending a month in jail. But 
he was also sacked from the hospi’ 
lal where he had worked for 24 
years, He is Now luuking for 1 jub. 

Corruption, endlenmic in the arity 
andl pulire force, also adds lo thu 
problems. 

Qn top uf thal, prisoners [rer 


Cruel Ugandan rebel group 
claims divine inspiration 


Jean Hélène in Gulu 


CO OU KNOW yiu're nut al- 

lowed tu rile a bicycle!" the 
rebels yelled as they stopped An- 
thany Opio on a country roa. The 
uld ınan was going wilh his son ancl 
grandson to sell a bag of beans at 
Latinyer market. 

Without further ado, the rebels 
tied up the cyclists, dragged them to 
the side of the road and lacked one 
foot off eaclı man. Before making 
off they were careful to snıash Uf 
the forbidden bicycles. “Without the 
use of my leg it's as if I was dead." 
Opio ınumbled as he lay iı hospital 
in Lachor, where lıe had been taken 
a few days later with a horribly ilı- 
fected slump. 

The Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA), now as big a nıenace as land- 
mines are to Acholi villagers in 
northern Uganda, is a strange 
Christianinspired guerrilla move- 
ment that lıas devastated the region 
of Gulu and Kitgum for the past LÛ 
years, It is supported by Sudan's [s- 
lamist regime, which apparently 
wants to punish Uganda for backing 
Christian rebels in southern Sudan. 

In November, bicycles became 
the lalest of lhe LRA's anathemas. 
There is a logic lo its actions, how- 
ever repulsive (hey may be: a bicy- 
cle is a fairly rapid means of 
{ransporl for anyone wishing lo tell 
the regular army (hat guerrillas are 
present in a village. 


But pig-owners, too, now risk am-. 


putaliun: the LRA's tnystical leader, 
Joseph Kony, has decided the ani- 
mal is impure. Deserters say tle 
LRA leadership is convinced that 


"anyone who walks. in pig's excrc- . 


ment loses all ardour for battle”. 

Two years ago, the same gierril- 
las used to slice off Acholl villagers” 
lips, noses or ears to (liscourage 
them from joining the Ugandan 
army at a lime when it was trying to 
recruit local nıilitianen. 


The “Lord's figlıters" now have | 


army intelligence unit, Grupo Colina. 
It wasn't a military operation, but a 
covert action.” 

Sinecio, too, believes that this 
kind of injustice parily explains 
terrorisl actions. Since the begin- 
ning of the present crisis, the leader 
of ihe Tupac Amaru rebels in the 
Lima embassy, Nestor Cerpa, lıns 
repeatedly clenouncecl the lack of 
clemency shown to imprisoned ac- 
ıivisls belonging lo lıis movement. 

Soberon argues thai the govern- 
menl of President Alberto Fujimori 
has been acting exartly as if il were 
carrying out a military-style pacifi 
cation operalion. Statistics suggest 
that Fujimori's polivies have been 
paying off: hanks to the arresl of 
the main leaders olf the: Shining Path 
ancl Tupac Amaru, and lhe adnplion 
of special legislation, he manngttl lo 
bring down the umber of politically 
related (leallıs [rom 3,400 in 1990 tu 
520 in 1995. 

But, says Edgardo Caceres of 
Apmel, Fujimori refused to take 
inte account the reasons behind the 
guerrillas’ violenl actions ancl failed 
tu realise {hal reconciliation was a 
factor in the equation. 


with victor and vanquished, 
oppreasor and oppressed." 

Chamoun seems to have been 
singled out for blame, He is 
accused of having recently met 
the [Israeli prime minister in the 

Jordanian town of Aqaba. 
Twenty years ago, his father 
Camille Chamoun had a similar 
encounter with the then Israeli 
prime minister, Yltzhak Rabin, 
That meeting led to an alliance 
between Isracl and the Christian 
Lebanese camp. Today, however, 
the Christians seem to be in no 
mood to go down that dangerous 
road. 

Sources within the Lebanese 
security forces say that the aim 
of the crackdowrı was to put 
neross two mesanges. The first, 
aimed at the Taraelis, is that. 
Lebanon ls not as easily desta- 
bilised as it wag In the past. The 
second, for Syrian consumption, 
is that tlıe Beirut authorities are 
perfectly capable of controlling 
the situation, But then, in 
present-day Lebanon, sending 
messages to the Syrians is a 
purely notional exercise. 

(December 28) 


accompanied the end of the civil war 
applied to both camps and excluded 
common-law offences not directly 
connectecl with the armed conflict. 

When a Peruvian investigaling 
magistrate made the mistake of rul- 
ing that the 1995 amnesty should 
not apply to the massacre of 12 ınen, 
three women and a child in the 
Lima neighbourhood of Barrios 
Altos in Noventber 1991, the aulhor- 
ities immediately beefed up the 
aınnesty law by adding a provision 
that barrel judges from ruling on 
its legalily or scope of application. 

Jarama Sinerio, a retired major 
general who played a kcy role in 
devising antHerrorist slralegy undler 
the previous Peruvian president, 
Alan Garcia, describes the amnesly 
lw as “indecent”. He is convinced il 
covers actions that have nothing 1O 
(lo with military operations. 

“Those responsible for the ınas- 
sacre at La Cantula University, 
where nine students and their pro- 
fessor suspecled of belonging to {he 
Shining Path were kidnapped, tor 
uıred and killed, will ıever be 
brought to bok,” he says. “Every- 
one kııows they were killed by the 


ment newspaper Teshrine has 
accused Iarael of “constantly 
acting in suck a way as to desta- 
biliae Lebanon and thwart ita 
reconstruction efforts”, 

Whether it was the result of 
Jsraeli manipulation or extreme 
Lebanese nationalism, the 
minibus incldent provided the 
authorities with an ideal oppor- 
tunity to justify a serles of raids 
on Christian opposition circles 
by the Lebanese securlty ser- 
vice, in conjunction with its 
Syrian counterpart, with little or 
no regard for legality. 

In the space of a week, 48 
menıbers of the Christian oppo- 
sition, most of them supporters 
of General Michel Aoun or Dory 
Chamoun's National Liberal 
Party, were nrrcsted. Eleven of 
them are believed to be still 
behind bars. 

The swoop prompted the 
Maronite Christlan patriarch, - 
Monsignor Nasrallah Sfeir, to de- 
nounce in his Christmas message 
“this hounding of the Lebanese, 
which gives them the feeling of 
being undesirable in their own 
country; our society is divided, 


The Lebanese president, Elias. 


Alaln Abellard In Lima 
[° JUNE 1995, the Peruvian 


Congress granted an anınesty 

to all security officers and gov- 
ernment officials who hal violated 
human rights in the course of the 
government's 15-year fight against 
terrorism. Francisco Soberon, head 
of Peru's human rights organisation 
Aproeh, is in no doubt that the uni- 
laleral amnesty of those responsible 
for some of the very worsl acts of re- 
pression in Peru was one of the rea 
sons why Tupac Amaru guerrillas 
went into action against the Japan- 
ose embassy in {he capital, Lima, 
last month. 

‘Ihe lexl of the amnesty did not 
luther wilh winduw-dressing, It 
siujly pardoned all army and police 
afficers who had been “the subjecl 
of a complaint, an invesligation, a 
charge, a trial or a prison sentence”, 
All legal proceedings against theın 
were inmediately dropped, and tiie 
few, ınostly middle-ranking, officers 
already jailed for human rights 
violations were released. 

Peru is not Guatemala, where the 
law of national reconcilialion tlat 


Political 
tension rises 
in Beirut 


Luclen George In Belrut 


` A ITHOUGH Lebanon was 
promised ald worth $3.2 
billlon by a group of “friendly” 
¦ countries in Washington last 
ı Week, the predominant feeling 
in Beirut as 1996 came to a 
' elosc was one of gloom and 
doom. Political unrest resulting 
from breaches of individual 
ıms was compounded by a 
depressed economy, as reflected 
in sluggish sales in the run-up to 
the festive season. 

Matters were only made worse 
when a Syrian miıibus was 
machine-gunned in a Christian 
area on December 18. The 
shooting, which left the minibus 
driver dead and one passenger 
wounded, was the firat serious 
incident ofits kind in six years. 

So far no group has claimed 
responsibility for the attack, But 

banese government and 
its Syrian protectors, referring to 
recent remarks by the Israeli 
Prime minister, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, about carrying out 
operations within Lebanon, ac- 
use Israel of having organised 
the shooting, as well as some 
other less serious attacka. They 
claim its alm is to destabilise 
Lebunon. 


Hrawi, said: “A very small 
minority, manipulated by Israel 
or by others, is atill trying to 
ubstrıuct the internal peace 
Process.” He once again rejected 
wo [sraeli proposals — the 
firat" option, whereby 

Israel would enter into an agree- 
ment with Lebanon before dolng 
“ny deal witb Syria, and the set- 
ting up of a Jordanian-Egyptlan 

terposition force in southern 
Lebanon : 


Simllarly, the Syrian govern- 


January 12 Iga? 


the US. McDonald's local partner in 
Japan suggested hamburgers woul 
in time transform Japanese from 
short and yellow to tall and white, 

In eastern Europe the McDonalds 
hamburger performs a differen 
function from the one it performs in 
America. In the latter, it is, if not he 
food of the poor, a food the poor can 
afford. In Russia, it is the food of the 
rich, to the extent that McDonalds 
has few outlets outsile Mosc 
because there are still too few capi 
talists to eat the product, a report in 
the Washington Post has revealed. 

In the United States, the America 
being consumed is the stıpposedh | 
simpler and better America of lhe 
past, the America of soda founlain 
and church socials. Or it is A ınore 
orderly America. As one cuslomer 
of a Harlem McDonald's, quoted by | 
Prendergast, told a Wall Street Jour- 
nal writer: "Ain't nu hip-hop here. 
ain't no profanity. The picture, the 
plants, the way people keep things 
neat here, il makex you feel like 
you're in civilisation." 

Civilisation! Yet it is nol such 3 
joke. ‘The fast-foocl cliiuins clo ree 
sent û kind of orcler', They utilise ihe 
alractions of replicalion incl cour 
mon rilual, the coınforl tf plier’ 
where staff anc custonxers kms 
their roles, where there is ıu merr 
tainty, few choices, everything is r 
miliar und known. The situe isi 
ûf products such :ıs UocaCol 
ihe company disceveretl when f 
changed the formula. Cova 
(lrinkers, Prendergusl siys, Wer 
people who needed reassurule 
that some lhings would ways sli: 
the sume. "Classic Coke" had to be 
brought back, in hustle. 


HETHER the worlduide 
penetration of American 
food proclucts represents | 
as Thomas Friedman of the Ne 
York Times suggested in his recent 
halfserious but catchy thesis, 4 | 
opening up by countries to the inter 
national econonıy, tying them 
getherin a way that ınakes it unlike 
they will make war on one another 
to be doubted. McDonald's is just 3 
detail in such tendencies, not a aS 
or even a symptom ofchange. 
Equally cloubtful is his suggestion 
thal McDonald's has achieved so 
balance between global and 0¢ 
forces, These chains could not exis 
without the linkages between 
and local production, between 
and skilled cooking, and between 
food and health, having been wes 
ened — developments for ب‎ 
they are not responsible but 
have many unhappy consequence 
Their claims to promole conn” 
nity, or world peace, are E 
sofar as they may 0 a 
worthy objectives, 8 
religious and political Institue’ 
that ought to be fulfilling such 0" 
tions, Soft drinks and meat 0 
offer a notion of community f 
must have some connection 
the sacramental food traditions of 
the past. . 
This shows how consumption hS 
taken on some attributes of religi® 
as well as taking over some © 
gions organisational t tanê 
“Our work is a religion, rather I" 
business," a 0 0 ا‎ 
said. But perhaps 0C, 
made McDonald's what it is t0. 


Coke and Big Macs 
aren't the real thing 


Martin Woollacott 


HEN German prisoners of 

war arrived in New Jersey 

during the second world 
war, they broke into excited chatter 
on seeing a CocaCola adver- 
tisement. “We are surprised you 
have Coca-Cola here, too,” they told 
their guards. The story, told by Mark 
Prendergast in his history of the 
company, suggests the theory that 
global food habits promote global 
peace rests on slender foundations, 

Yet the growih of branded food 
habits is such a feature of our times 
that it demands investigation. It is 
not a new dlevelopment to connect 
CocaCola or Kellogg's Cornflakes 
willı larımony both of the inner man 
and of tlie whole human race. Such 
products, appearing in many indus- 
trialised countries at about the same 
time a century ago, were promoted 
as tonics and nıagical substances, 
not simple victuals. Their makers 
often implied dietary revolution was 
part of a more general revolution 
that coulcl lead to the most positive 
developments. When Coca-Cola 
gatherecl 200 young people on a hill 
side and hal them sing "Tl like to 
teach the world to sing in perfect 
harmony", it wa» oııly continuing an 
already establishecl tradition. 

The American fast-foocl chains 
that emerged in a big way in the 
early 1950s operated on a different 
basis [roım the pseudo-merlical foun- 
dation of Coca-Cola and Kellogg. 
This other principle was the deıno- 
cratisatior of meat. ln sovieties 
which, in memory if tot in present 
fact, hacl never had enough meat, 
the daily availability, at a low price, 
of hot beef and chicken was a his- 
toric achievenıent. With every hame 
burger the ordinary nıan enjoyed 
not just a meat patty, but a taste of the 
privilege that in a halfremembered 
past had been confined to the upper 
class. In America, which had admit- 
tedly always been a meat-eating 
country, new farming techniques al 
lowed a breakthrough to hitherto 
impossible levels of cheapness. 

With cheapness came speed. A 
Burger King founder noted: “There 
are only two things our customers 
have, time and money, and they 
don't like spending either." In the 
early 1950s, McDonald's, Burger 
King and Kentucky Fried Chicken 
began to take their modern form. Of 
those early chains, only Winıpy 
(which, though originally American, 
spread in Britain and elsewhere 
under Lyons' aegis) failed to make 
{he big league. 

That was because it was not 
American enough. Branded global 
food habits are almost all American; 
French brandy and champagne 
aside. Ethnic restaurants may 
abound, but the transnational fast- 
food chains, the soft drinks and the 
cereals are largely American, in 
style if not actual ownership. The 
contemporaries of Coca-Cola, the 
Italian and French health wines, and 
later, British products such as Vimto, 
Tizer and Irn Bru might, under dif 
ferent political and cultural circum- 
stances, have triumphed globally 
instead of their American rivals. 

But the customers were not only 
eating and drinking health and privi- 
lege. They were, and are, eating and 
drinking America. Outside America, 
what was being consumed was a 
symbol of the power and affluence of 


official ban on demonstrations, which had beer 
imposed on the grounds that they would “Interfere 
with the traffic”, It allowed drivers of beaten up old 
“Yugos” to make pertinent remarks about the 
president's fleet of BMWs. Thelr “breakdowns” 
were an apt metaphor for the shaky state of 
Presldent Milosevic"s rule — if it really ls about to 
collapse. 

This is a question in two parts. The first is 
whether the opposition can win, and the second is 
whether, if it does, it might offer a better alter- 
native to the current gavernment. Last week's 
statement from Serbian Orthodox Church leadera, 
calling on the president to acknowledge the results 
of the municipal elections, could be a turning 
point, But Mr Milosevic still has the police and the 
security services with him, and the ability to 
provoke a diversion elsewhere — for example in 
Kosovo where he haa exploited ethnic tension with 
the Albanian population go successfully (and dis- 
astroıuıaly) before, At the moment, the odds remain 
even aa to whether he will survive. 

The second question can be answered more 
clcarly. Yes, the main opposition leaders are more 
nationalist han deınocrat. It ia true that they have 
flirted wilh the extreme right and are evasive on 
Bosnian Serb war crimes. But Serbia — as the 
Civile Alliance president, Vesna Pesic, argued last 
weck — in the only Europcan country where the 
government has not changed for half a century. 
The Belgrade strect performers have begun at last 
to crack the mould. 


Through Europe’s 
winter rage 


HE KING penguins in Zurich zoo enjoyed it, 

but an unfortunale hippo called Penelope in 
Udine died of pneumonia. With tle new year came 
the ice age, and humans as well as animals 
renctecl clifferently. It ımay have been fine for brisk 
country walks, but was inconvenient and perhaps 
dangeroua for long journeys home. Across 
Europe, as a continent-wide cold spell held its 
grip, the weather became a serious business, 
exposing the social gaps into which the poor and 
hoıneleas can full! as easily as if they were 
crevasses in the Alpine ice. 

In western Europe, including Britain, only a 
handful of lives has been lost in each country in 
the kind of accident that is almost inevitable, 
although statistically rare. But eastern Europe ls a 
different picture. In Poland the big freeze has 
taken 28 lives, and the Markot non-government 
group, which operates shelters for the homeless 
has set up a hotline to identify those threatened by 
the extreme cold. Bulgaria haa suffered 19 deatha 
since Christmas Eve. 

In Romania, no one can count for sure: the inde- 
pendent newspaper Adevaral reported that 43 
people had frozen to death in Bucharest since 
Christmas, of whom 28 were homeless. One 
confirmed statistic is that four people died in an 
unheated mental hospital. Hungary has lost flve 
people, homeless or drurık. For the former social- 
ist countries, the joys of market capitalism are not 
unconfined. 

In Britain, we have got by so far with the usual 
crop of minor accidents and a few tragedies, But 
bad weather should focus our minda on what the 
future may bring. Out of the confusion over global 
warming onc fenture emerges distinctly: the 
weather will hecomce more contrasted, summera 
will be hotter and winters wilt be colder. (And even 
without global warming we might be due for more 
coll spells anyhow.) Yes, more people have central 
henting nnd douhle glnzing: INes are no longer 
shortencd hy atmospheric pollution from millions 
af coal fires. But economic chınnges in the system 
of power’ generutian — privallsalion, in short — 
are likely to recluce ihe margin of error and in- 
crease ıe risk af the Natlonal Grid shutting down. 
The Grid cın no longer require power atations to 
run at full cnpucity; if can only requeat them to do 
40. Ordering a blackout may become easier than 
mccting demand. 

Not all of this demand for power is essential, 
Britain, like all other developed countries, is in- 
credibly profligate with its consumption, and suc- 
ceasive governments have failed to tackle energy 
savings with any show of seriousneas. But those 
who suffer most need it most: just as customers 
with prepaid meters pay higher rates than the 

affluent — and may lıave to disconnect themselves 
“voluntarily”. For those at the bottom of the con 
sumption ladder, the frost can be doubly cruel. 
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Commitment 
of nations 


HE UNITED NATIONS began the new year 

with a new secretary-general, but not yet with 
the new lease of life that it so budly needa, That is 
not the fault of either the retiring UN chief, 
Bautros Boutros-Ghall, or his successor, Kofi 
Aman, but of the member states, which have 
ahown no enthusiasm at all for redefining nnd en- 
larging the UN's role in a post-cold war age. The 
only gain to be registered laat year — the first in 
the second half-century of the UN's life — was a 
negative one. Washington’s Insistence on blacl- 
balling a secoud term for Mr Boutros-Ghali led, 
fortunately hut fortuitously, to the sclection of Mr 
Annan, who is the firat carcer diplomat from within 
to rise ta flıe tap. His experience of pencc-keceping 
should help genernte more consistent policies in 
iha ensential area of UN ncdivitles and, as an İin- 
sicler, he i» better pluced to identify ınd defend the 
not vitıl pointa of the organisation. Yet it is a sacl 
reflection thal a new sccrelary-gfenernl should have 
ta be judgcd primarlly on his defcnaive alcills In 
preventing the UN from being talked down and 
whittlecl away, The rash af dinorders and crises 
ımwrons the world ery out rather for an active — 
even "aggressive" — policy of talking up the UN 
and promaling Is inter natonalist role. 

After the cold war came the fnlsc dawn of the 
Gulf war for the UN. Al a triumphallat Security 
Council summit in January 1992, the world’s 
lenders asserted tlıeir commilment to a stronger 
world body Hus guarantor to the much-proclaimed 
New World Order. Who now cven remembers thelr 
fine words — how they pledged their “full support” 
tw Mr Boutrus-Ghald, (heir commitment to the 
Charter, aul their gunrantee that (he UN would 
play a “vcentrıul role" in the search for pence now 
facing the inlernnlonal community? 

The reallly wan that within a few hours John 
Mujor was ruling out nny thought of reforming the 
Security Council, whilc Washington was ruhbish- 
Ing any iden of breathing life into the UN’s Military 
Slaff Commitlec. The contemptuous rejection of 
nny practical proposals to revitalise the UN conlin- 
ucd right up Into 1905, the 5OLh anniversary year, 
which hıd bcen expected to gencrate a more 
productive atmosphere for change, The only ideas 
that had much chance — because (hey happened 
to chime with US congressional prujudice — were 
those to slim down the UN’s slaff and cut its 
budget. 

The SOth anniversary, ex-officinl Sir Brian 
Urquhart has said, started as a celebration and 
ended as a wake. The UN sorely needs more 
campaigners of his calibre to argue its indispens- 
able role in fashioning strategies “for the decisive 
global problems of the next century". Many 
national UN associatdons arc too defensive and 
reluctant to upset thelr own forelgn minlstrics: 
they, too, should assert thelr case and lobby right 
out in the open, More research on the UN is also 
needed. [n a recent book — The Ultimate Crime: 
Who Betrayed The UN And Why — Linda Melvern 
puts lhe root problem clearly. The Security Council 
“casually mandates the impossible, refuses ade- 
quate resources, blames the UN when things go 
wrong and walks away from problems when they’ 
entail risk and cost". 

Is the UN to be redesignated as an international 
odd-jobs agency, picking up the pieces and doing 
the dirty work left undone by ita members? Or ia a 
serious cifort going to be undertaken to make it 
the apex of a new world communlty as envisaged in 
1946? There arc plenty of propasuls for effective 
reform: what is lacking now is the intercst of peo- 
ples andl the conımitment of nations. Whether Mr 
innan nınkcs significant progress depends in the 
end on the member states wha chose him. They 
will have lo clo much better han before. 


Revolution on 
the streets 


OR INVENTION blended with satire the street 

tlıentre of the Belgrade protesters in in a class 
of ils own. For more than 50 days (hey have man- 
aged to avoid giving President Milosevic the pre- 
text for' at crnckdown. Thnt became even less [lkely 
this week when General Pcrisic, chief of general 
stnff, expressed tacit sympathy with their cause, 
Last Sunday's motorised gridlock mocked the 
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Shamans breathe life into cave art 


کی ر 
Les Chamanes De La Préhistolre‏ 
Jgan Clottes and‏ 

David Lewis-Willlams 

Seull 120pp 249 francs 


‘ES CHAMANES De La Pré- 
histoire (The Shamans Of 
Prehistory) is a book that is 
bound to cause controversy. lt ad- 
vances new solutions to questions 
that have been debated for more 
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Protests Show the E 
Gentle Side of Serbs SS oy, 


Bul the protests show that there 
COMMENT are other expressions of Serb 
Jim Hoagland nationalisın. One valuable by- 


product of the gathering showdown 


cave in terms of choice and, proba: 
bly, meaning can no longer be 
challenged,” write Clottes and 
Lewis-Williams. 

“The way drawings are positioned 
on the rock depending on its relief 
and topography has become a funda. 
menial eleımerıt of modern research. 
The choice of animal species obeys 
a logic that has nothing to do wilh 
whether they are edible or not. li is 
now clear that some animals were 
preferred antl others spurned ac. 
cording to cültural criteria.” 

What those criteria were remains 
a mystery. Should all attempts at in- 
terpretation be abandoned? Clottes 


1 0 HE peaceful protests that | between Milosevic and the protest- 
than 100 years: why did our distant and LewisWilliams think not. They have filled the snowy streets | ers could be a broader understand- 
ancestors leave drawings in deep, see a parallel between cave art and of Belgrade for weeks have | ing in the outside world of what 


plteh-dark caves? What (lo the rock 
paintings mean? 

The authors bring together their 
areas of specialised knowledge. 
Jean Cloltes is a distinguished 
French prehislorian ard expert on 
cave arl. The South African archae- 
ologist David lewisWilliams has 
spenl years studying tlie art and 
beliefs of the Bushmen, one of the 
renaming huntergatherer commu” 
niftes ln lhe wortd. 

What prompted the autlıors to 
reinlerpret prehistoric art was a se- 
ries of recent discoveries, in particu 


shamanism. 

Shamanism is a system of beliefs 
that includes healing techniques, 
rituals designed to affect events 
(hunting) and the elements (had 
weather), prophecy, witchcraft, and 
the possibility of conımunicaling 
with spirits. Trances, which can be 
produced in various ways, are the 
means used by shaınans to {ake on 
those powers. 

The authors point out that all cul 
tures, including those of the palaee 
lithic period, have been familiar 
with the clistorted state of cor | 
sciousness that often produces arl. ' 


cused U.S. and West European | nationalism is, and is not, in the in- 
governments to reassess their once | terconnected, interfaced world of 
close working partnership with | the end of the millennium. 
Serbia's pulilical buss, Slobodan That complex subject is 
Milosevic, That is a good first step. adclressecl in a new essay by Robert 
But Lhe brave challenge that Serb | H. Wiehe, professor of history at 
pensioners, workers, students and | Northwestern Unuiversily, in the 
mhers have mounted to Milosevic's j winler issue of World Policy Jour- 
rule shuuld alsu bring a broader | nal. lu it, Wiehe recalls that at the 
reflcclion in the West about the nar- | dawn uf the 20th century, "National 
row, manipulative aud inadequate | ism was a liberal promise of free- 
responses Irom the oulside worll to | clon ancl fulfillment for countless 
llıe Balkan crises of the 1990s. niillions.” But over the next 10 
The street prolests change a per | decacles it “fell into bad company,” 
veplion abroacl of Serbs as a mono- | Wiehe observes. Even wurse, “it | nomics and fostering international | turned out {o be right, if somewhat 
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lar the Cosquer and Chauvet caves | Anim ently represented in wall paintings 


on 1 1 ni [ : 1 the vighlh of his nine lives, in larg: 
lithic, irrational and loathsome tribe | came 1o be seen as the very ati | politival slabilly grew. The breakup | overstatesl. Those who opposecl in- | part because he | he Er 

in France and the Foz Cûa site in One such culture is that of lhe ruled by ancient halreds and blood | thesis of a conviclion that modern | of the Soviel empire briefly restored | tervention ciled lhe ancient hatreds | Croatia, failed {o rê ele le 
Porlugal, which have undermined | wounds caused by projectiles. | And what was the meaning of tie | resented the penis, and a thick sign | hunter-gatherers: there is a parallel lusts. in showing their (livisions, the | weaponry, global economics and | Ile luster af political nalionalism, as | and implacable nalionalisms uf the | tury in Bosain nıl wrecked r iii 
some of lhe bestestablished thec- Î Surely that was incompatible wilh | hands stencilled on to cave walls, or | the vulva). between the shamanistic art of San Serls have alsu shown ian essential | planelary ecology made increas | Central Europe emergecl from occur Balkans to justify the conclusion lut | once healthy cronuniy. E 
ries on the subject. the respect due to a tolemî the human or grotesque figures that | As research into palaeolithic art | Bushmen in South Africa, which tkceney that the demands of war and | ingly urgent: the universally of the | paliun. But wars in lhe former | it would be foolhardy tu intervene, He still has enough police and 

‘The earliest explanation of rock Reinach himself eventually aban- | had nothing to do with the “natural" | continued, this siructuralist ap- | Was thoroughly studied in the 1h ethnic soliclarity bid obscured. human condition, Wiehe offers this Soviet republics and the blourly General Barry McCaffrey (new | niililary musele te, lef lhe iF 0 
palntiîngs and carvings was straight- Î doned his explanation and devised Û world? proach came in for mounting criti | and 20th centuries, and examples of Media cveragt and official con- | useful definition of nationalist: “A | breakup of Yugoslavia quickly nade | the Clinton adıninistration's clrug | ind slay in fica whil longer 7 1l 
forward: they had no purpose ather | the theory of the “magic of hunt- Leroi-Gourhan and his colleague | cism. The drawings did no doubt palaeolithic art studied in Europe. dumnations riglully fucused over thal | poulilical expression of he desire | nalionalism a irly wurtl again. czar) tukl Congress in 1992 thal the | Serbia and hislury sven to a 
than the decoration of prehistoric | ing", Primitive ınan thought tlıat | Annette Laming-Emperaire offered | represent a system of myths and On buth continents —— and both | Ferucl un rape camps, summary | ainung people who believe they Ihe alrocilies committed by Serb Juin Chiels af laff hal concluded used him Up aul will Suu SDI iii 
"homes". The authority who in 1864 | certain practices could affect the | a different explanation, The cave | ideas, but in no way did that explain | today and in the distant pasl ا‎ mass exerulions anl the forced have a common ancestry andl ù cont | Turces agailısl the Bosnians turned | thal it woul tiıke a year of airstrikes oul. The protesls are catalvsl al 
wrote that “the leisure of the easy | course of events. Representing an | itself was a struclured space: its | why they were executed in deep | "paintings and engravings do nolrep evacuations uf eulire cities inhabited mon clesliny 1o govern themselves Serb nationalisın inl û handy loul j to tanmie Serbia in an operalioıı that | testimony le thal nutcume. 
life gives birth to art” clearly be- Î animal was a way of dominating İt, spatial organisation was well caves resent real animals thal are hunted ' by Basuian Muslinus as lhe defining | in a place peculiarly identified with that outsiders used lo justify p~ would be more diffivult than fight. The Serbs will then iil hal 
lieved in Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Magic ceremonies, performed in j thought out. Paintings were posi- The sexual typology was based | for food in an actual landscape; rathtf expressions of Serb nalionalism. | their history andl its fulfillment. cunwelved upiniuns. Those wl | ing guvrrillis in Vietnam, În fact il | kil of natin they will be Î u 
notion of the “noble savage”. secret but given a visual expression, | tioned in the cave in relation to | on subjective criterla. Why would | they are visions drawn from the sub The upen opposition now 1u Milo- Anericalis increasingly came 1o demindud intervention lo slap ihe | touk a handfull of Natu airsirikes genileê uprising uf UDvuevmbher OE ا‎ 

At the turn of the century, the | had three main ainıs: they set out to | entrances, dead ends and other | the Magdalenian hunter have cho- | terranean world of spirits because svic's dictaturiıl rule and his | see others’ nationalist AS irrational, | uman suffering sail that an ise and a blitzkrieg by Croatia's small | thal îheir ojtions — ancl a 
anachronistic theory of art for arts | increase the number of animals | topographical features sen the bison, whose male attrib- | their supernatural powers and abik: aleınpl to nullify local election destruciive ur ineonvenienl, espe- table drive for ù Gremer Serbia hind arıny iı 19%5 to bring Milnsevic to | ouside world — ê o dictated 
sake was abandoned, for it falled to | hunted and killed, improve the TÉ was no coin kakê that the | utes he conscientiousl jy depicted, to | to help the shamans." losses cannut erase those lınages, cially as U.S. interests in global eco- | to be met by outsicle force. That view | the peace table. He setms to be on 8 
explain why paintings were exe- 


fertility of edible species, and help Î most frequently represented anl j symbolise the female? And did not Clottes and Lewis-Wiltiamss tht 
destroy large predators. mals were bison and horses, or that | the dividing up of caves into distinct 

Those who believed magic to be | they were accompanied by other j areas also depend on rather over- 
the fundamental driving force be- | species according to very specific | subjective criteria? 


hind cave art remained in the major- Î rules, After drawing up an exhaus- As it turns out, Leroi-Gourhan’s 


irrevocably hy ancient halreds. 


cuted in deep meandering caves, far 
from areas of habitation, Prehistori- 
ans such as Salomon Reinach began 
to promote the idea of totemism. 


ory. which is backed up by much 


ehnogienl and rewrorwtt, _ U,S, Holds Key to Ban of Land Mines Syria Bomb Attack Kills 11 


knowledge of dozens of “ganciuar | 


1 1 1 1 i 1 : : 3: ies". Iti 1 1 ay and Switzerland have offered to | tage of the leaclerslip and priority Î John Lancaster in Call Syria's 
Ethnological research showed | ity until the fifties, when André | tive inventory, LeroiGourhan | somewhat rigid chronological clas- | ies". It is a tempting hypothesis, and ! Dana Prlest ay E 0 : ١ ا0‎ jn Calro Autocratic government, 
there might be a correlation be- | LeroiGourhan demolished their | posited the existence of a binary j sification E styles evolved has | one that has been elaborated with e | os ollow-up me lngê e the CR have e to 0 TS REARING HG CE 8 1 led by President Hafez Assad, 
tween human groups and animal or Î attractive theoretical edifice. He Î system of sexual symboliam, which | been invalidated by the Chauvet | great erudition and enthusiasm. Bul HE international campaign i0 | China and Russia already have | towarcl our objective and to find a 8 customary | normally does not comment e 
vegetable species, Such groups wor- Î pointed out that only a tiny per- Î brought together bisons {the female | datings so far carried out. The | that will not prevent some people ; ban anti-personnel land mines is indicated they would nal sign, Cana’ | way to involve more countries” to silence on matters of Iuter- | reports of infernal unreat, Itap- 
shipped and identified with their İ centage of animals showed any sign Î pole) and horses (the male pole), | LerorGourhan school did however from trying to shoot iE down il at a crossroacls, aud President Clin- dian and U.S. officials 0 Supporl- e onto a ban, the e said. a Syria ا‎ pears to have done so this ime 
totem. But that did not explain why | of having been hit by a weapon, Sex- Î and which was reiterated by geo- | have a beneficial effect on the study | ames. 18) ا‎ determine which way it 2 r i E ES E ead ees E OD GIRE oi De op CPOE of the blast 
animals were often depicted with | ual allusions were even more rare. | metrical signs (a long thin sign rep- | of cave art. “The importance of the {(Decem' He is set to decide whether to join | countries, such as Brilain and | campaign fear a twetrack strategy | a crowded bus in Damascus last | national news FD inter- 
ا‎ r dozen countries led by | France, to participate. by e Ute aies would be harm- E germeat blamed Assad has not faced A Rerlous 
0 ۶ itarian. But they were able to anacla thal will begin next month to “We're not trying to capture the | ful. nds of countries silting on e attack on Iarael. nternal threat since 
a k 1 Ux ferred to take control of the Lesser | humanitarian : 1 he fence” will be able 1 Ta a hef titan Û an uprlsing 
م‎ ıd easily ex crall an international Ireaty banning | entire world, but establish a moral | the fence” will be able to continue n a brief statement to Syria's | by militant Islam 
Bre nğ Bordea S slave trade taboo Anîilles because of the guaranteed e ای ا‎ India, i the use, exporl, production and | authority,” said Robert Lawson, a top Û waiting while “it will quickly be per- | official news agency, a govern” ists in the early E 
ا‎ supply of tropical products, which | pole f d slaves less than stockpiling of anti-personnel ımines. | Canadian disarmament official. “It | ceived that the United States is ment spokesman said the bomb | spring, however. 2 
Philippe Slmonnot ا‎ le ا‎ from a few EE masks İ were in increasing demand. h e اا‎ 0 lali were Although China and Russia say they | would be important to have the U.S. | putting all its diplomatic clout into | exploded a few mihutea after the | explosions اا‎ 
r ri . 8 . ا‎ : € 
ا‎ O E O o RL OTE CE EE A I E 
c Saugera voyage. Fernand-Philippart and on the | on rational ideological grounds, | trade, while the r toward worldwi 1 - Ê ights Watch with bound for New ' |; Const 
1 ۴ 3 ا‎ . wide bı th tro- | Conference on Disarmament, a fa- | tor of Hunan Rights Watch arms passengers bound far New 

Karthala 382pp 180 francs e toa ofmale and female | quais, the city's 18th century man- | claiming, for example, that France E ٣ Eo e ٠ Rl ep E 0 a Cr iow body alms t0 create a | control project Years Eve celebrations with 
L'Argant De La Traite slaves was not left to chance either: if | sions give no hint of what some of | was doing Africans a service by owever, illegally out) i or kill 500 persons each week. ban that all member countries would Î Activists who fear Clinton is lean- | relatives in other cities. : 
Olivier Pétré-Grerouilleau too many women were laken to the Î their former occupants were up to. Î “rescuing” them from the barbarity continued to operate 1 . 


Bordeaux and, above all Nantes. 
Nantes’ history as a slave port 
charted by Olivier 
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The alternative for Clinton is to | sign. Critics and supporters alike ac- | ing toward the slower route say their The explosion followed geveral: 
adopt a slower approach supported knowledge that it could take years | best hope is that he mıay not make a | attacks or Syrlans last month in 
by the Pentagon and many in the | to reach even a narrow agreement. final decision until his new forelgn | Lebanon; where Syria Keep , 
White House, It calls for negotiating The Clinton administration is split | policy team is confirmed. Two merr Î 35,000 troaps, afd came ata , : 
a ban through the U.N. Conference | on the subject, “in introspective dis- | bers of the team appear to be corr | time of growing tension betweeên 
on Disarmament in search of a | array," as one disarmanıent official | mitted to banning land mineş sooner Syrla and Jstael oyer the break- 
broad consensus shared by Beijing | put it. Some in the State Department rather than later, activists believe, : | down i Middle East pete nego: 
and Moscow, even though that is | favor lending. U.S. prestige to the Madeleine K. Albright, the U.S. tiatloné, Syria's acçu 
likely to take years to achieve, Canadian effort. But Clinton in the | ambassador to the United . Nationg 

About 50 countries have ex- | past has taken his cue on the issue | who has been nominated to be the 
pressecl support for the faster but | from the Pentagon, whlch favors the | next secretary of state, hag been 4 

lusve Canadian effort, | slower approach, Pentagon officials | strong proponent of.a ban. Former 


Aubier 423pp 140 francs colonies, they would be likely to re- It is not widely known, for exam- | of petty tyrants. 


produce, and the resulting increase | ple, that a slave market used to bı An yway, they really 
in the black population would be 0 "Be Mot 


held in Place de la Bourse, 1 ieu, 
HE French slave trade reached | prejudicial to the slave trade, Saugera | human beings? Even Montesqui 


shows that during the period under | who wı for his militant 
ا‎ £ These and many other equally in- | consideration some 500 slave expe- ودا ییا‎ 0 e, came out with | Trade Money). It is a el 
| Entighienment. The organisation of | structive and fascinating details are | ditions were organised out of Bor- | some pretty questionable theories | economic failure. Despi' 
this “superior branch of corr Î to be found in Eric Saugera's excel | deaux, resulting in the deportation | in his 1748 book, De LEsprit Des | France's biggest centre ak ofl 
merce", A3 il was described at the | lent book, Bordeaux, Port Négrier. | of 130,000-150,000 captives from the | Lois (The Spirit Of Laws). He wrote, | trading the city never : 
j time by the Bordeaux chamber of | Coming after ploneering work on | east and west coasts of Africa to among other things, that the mind economically. The n e 
conmimerce, was nol easy. the siaveirnde economy by histori | French islands across the Atlantic | is less offended by slavery in coun- | that Nantes remained fiX 1 
One difficulty was the difference | ans suciı as Jean Tarrade and Serge | and in the Indian Ocean. tries “where heat enervates the | idealised image of d even 
in value of a negro and of raw sugar Î Daget, Saugera's discussion of the Régime at least until 1848. anı © 


its peak during lhe Age of 
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Climbing fixed annual interest rates 


Once in a while a financial opportunity arrives that provides 
some attractive benefits - impressive rates of interest rising each 
year, the ability to plan ahead confidently knowing that the 
rates are fixed in advance, plus... the reassurance of the 
Barclays name. With Barclays Three Year 1 
3 Offshore Stepped Rate Savings Bond these 


Withdrawals are not permitted during the 
¥ period of the bond, therefore investors 


to be accessed. ا‎ 


Hurry! This is a limited issue. 


Barclays Finance Company (Guernsey) Limited 
PO Box 269, Cambria House, New Street, St. Peter Part, Guernsey GY1 3RA 

Tel +44 1481 723223 Fax +44 1481 712368 ٠ ج‎ 

Internet: http:/Avww.offshorebanking,.barclays,com 
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Please send me fill details of the Barclays Three Year Offshore Stepped Rate Savings Bond 
NAME Mr/Mrs/Miss/MS .......... 


' COUNTRY 


in. GW 12.1.97. ٤ 


Ifyou presently bank with Barclays please Indlcale your present branch ...... 


if you would prefer to receive informatlon abotdt this Bond 0 
provided through our ofber centres please tick tbe appropriate box: 
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2 %@ EV 
Wear ق‎ N ) U %0 benefits are available from as little as &2,000. 
Year 2 6.50% should only commit funds that do not need 
ادش‎ 


¥ 1 5 7 و5‎ 8 Complete and post the coupon 
car ® 70 below or telephone(fax us today. 
* These rates are far the Annual/Term Interest oplon and are quoted gross. Gross rate Is the Interest mute paid 

without deducton of tax. individuals should check thelr own tax situarion as there may be a potendal Habllir 


ere is no contpeasatlon scheme 
: In Guemsey covering deposits. 0 


...reaching 8$%* in the final year 
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Barclays Finance Company (Guernsey) LIimkedl ls 


licensed under rhe Banking Supervision (Balliwiek of‘ 


Guernsey) Law 1994 1 amerkled. The paltuıp capital 
and reserves of Barclays Finance Company (Guernsey) 
Limitecl exceecl £20.5 millon. Latest audited accounts 
are available on request. Ba Finance Company 
(Guernsey) Limited is registered In Guernsey Reg. NO. 
1974. Reg. Owe: PO Box 209, Cambria Hause, New 
Street, StL. Peter Port, Guemsey GY1 3RA, Clıannwl 
Islands. Barclays Finance Company (Gucrnsty) Hmked 


have thelr principal pluce of business In St. Peter Port, ' 
Guernsey, أ‎ ٣ 


Deposits made with offlces of Barclays Finance 
Cumpany (Guernsey) Limited in Guernsey are NOt 
covered by the UK Dey It Prurecılon Scheme under 
the Banking Act 1987. 
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EERE ZM Russia Weighs Cost 
Of War in Chechnya 


until 2001. But there is no mistakiı 
the picture in Grozny: لو‎ 
lin's writ does not extend there. 

In fact, so scant ia Russias 
authority that the five leading 
candidates running in Chechnya's 
presidential elections, scheduled for 
January 27, are all pronuineut 
separatist leaders whoın Moscow 
regularly denounced as criminals 
throughout the war. 

One of tiem, an extremely popu- 
lar field conımander named Shamil 
Basayev, led a raid on a hospital that 
took more than 1,000 Russian civil 
ians hostage in the southern Russ 
ian city of Budennovsk in 1995, He 
is regarded by the Kremlîn as the 
most wanted man in Russia and one 
of the world's leading terrorists. He 
could be the next president of 
Chechnya, and there appears to be 
nothing that Moscow — with nel 
ther troops nor police in Chechnya 
— can do to stop it. 

Many Russians see the Chechens 
as a bunch of crazed murderers, 
and Basayev's candidacy is consid 
ered as outrageous as if the Ur 
abamber or the Oklahoma Cy , 
bombers were running for governor 
of a small Southern state. Many law- 
makers in the Russian parliament —~ 
and not only hard-liners — have ap 
posed and postponecl government 
backed legislation that would gran! 
amınesty to most separatist leaders. 1 

The costs of the war have ¢ 
tended beyond Russia's wound : 
pride or authority in Chechnye. 
Connecticut-sized region of 
mountains and broad plains 1.00 
miles south of Moscow. The wa 
also demolished whatever vestigial 
prestige the Russian army enjoyed | 
as a dogged, well-trained and form | 
dable fighting force. Even the most 
elite units of the armed forces time | 
and again were beset by disorganr ' 
zation, poor training, low morale 
and atrocious logistics. 

The war's price in lives also has 
been enormous, with estimates of 
the number of dead ranging fron 
30,000 1o 80,000. Orphans 
amputees, widows and widowers 
lunatics and the homeless all fi the 
streets of Grozny, testament lo hê 
human toll of an extraordi 
brutal and indiscriminate WA. 

As for the economic cost of r 
building Grozny, once 4 0 
city of 400,000, and the scores 
smaller towns and villages shattered 
by Russian bombs and artillery, iê 
estimates run into the tens 
billions of dollars. 

But in other ways, 


Chechnya 0 an especially 

costly venture for a. 
Moscow's conduct of the ¥ 

drew international conde’ 

and fixed in some e 

pression that Russia 

ready to join the ranks r 

Russian leaders themselves ations. 

‘as the world's “ 

But foreign nations never regarde! 

the matter as sufficiently ۳ 

or susceptible to Influence 

punish Russia in a way that " 


sting. 

Ard while Chechnya contribu 
heavily to Yeltain's deep tg 
ify — a year ago his 5 


' had dipped into low single dlti 


it did not cripple hia ability 
fhe war on hold for a few mo 
and mount a 1 elel 
victory iu the presidential elec. 
lastsummer. 
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Lee Hockstader In Moscow 


IFH LITTLE ceremony, 
WW: last Russian combat 

units have withdrawn 
from the separatist region of Chech- 
nyain recent days, a final, sour sym- 
bol of Moscow's defeat in a bitter 
and bloody war, 

Because of the chronic lack of 
housing that plagues Russia's 
armed forces, some of the departing 
troops have left Chechnya only to 
wind up shivering in crude, un- 
heated and abandoned barracks in 
southern Rusala or camped out in 
tents on frozen fields. 

“We haye been relocated to this 
place where nobody needs us,” Sgt. 
Anatoly Kuzmenko told the newspa- 
per Izvestia last month. “Therefore, 
we are waiting here in an empty 
field to meet our fate." 

The pullout comes two years after 
Russian troops and armor urt 
leashed a full-scale assault on New 
Year's Eve on Grozny, the Chechen 
capltal, an attack the Kremlin an- 
nounced would extinguish what was 
then a three-year-old bid by 
Chechen rebels for independence 
from Russia. Instead, it left the 
streets of the city littered with the 
smoldering remains of Russian 
armor and Russlan soldiers, stoked 
the flames of Chechen nationalism 
and touched off a 20-month war that 
left tens of thousands of people 
dead, most of them civilians. 

Humiliated Russian army officers 
have attempted lately to explain 
away the military debacle by con- 
tending that the mostly Muslim 
Chechen guerrillas were in fact pro- 
fessional warriors with expert train- 
ing from Muslim countries. That is 
a shift from the official line followed 
throughout the war, when the sepa- 
ratists were described as small 
bands of armed criminals. 

În fact, all evidence suggests that 
most Chechen fighters were ordi 
nary men, mostly civilians, who 
took up arms to defend their home- 
land against the Russians, whonı 
they saw as hostile invaders. They 
were highly motivated, but what 
training most of them had was gen- 
erally in the Soviet army. 

At the height of the war, more 
than 40,000 Russian army and Inter- 
nal Affairs Ministry troops were in 
Chechnya. They were finaly de- 
feated in a lightning raid on Grozny 
by Chechen fighters last August. A 
peace deal, which called for the 
withdrawal of Russian troops, was 
then brokered by Alexander Lebed, 
acting in his brief ircarnation as 
President Boris Yeltsin's security 
chief and special peace envoy to 
Chechnya. 

Russian military officials say that 
all combat forces were withdrawn 
from Chechnya last week, leaving 
only a small number of logistical 
and transport troops. They, too, are 
scheduled to leave the region in the 
next few weeka. 

“The war in Chechnya was 
stopped in 1996,” Yeltsin said in an 
interview with Russian reporters 
last week. “I will not venture to say 
that the viclous circle of intolerance 
and hatred has been broken fully 
and everywhere . . . But I will 
consistently pursue this tourse” of 
peace, ك‎ NES 

Questions remain about whether 
Chechnya is legally still part of Rus: 
sia; according to the peace deal, set 
‘thing that lesue is to be deferred 
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Floods rise to tho roofs of houses in Arboga, California 


Thousands Stranded by Northwest Floods 


nels and bypasses, are designed to 
control the flow of water through 
the farnıland of the Central and San 
Joaquin valleys and on to San Fran- 
cisco Bay, and ultimately into the 
Pacific Ocean. 

As the snow from the Sierra 
melts and flows into reservoirs and 
rivers, dam operators must release 
water to allow reservoirs to absorb 
runoff but not spill so much that 
they cause more flooding. 

Residents of San Joaquin County 
were evacuated when a levee there 
broke and the San Joaquin River 
overflowed, threatening the city of 
Stockton, To help save Stockton 
from flooding, officials planned to 
punch a hole in the levee to divert 
water to unpopulated areas. Other 
levees had been breached last week 
in sinıilar efforts to spare populated 
areas. 

A few residents of Guerneville 
were permitted to return home to 
begin cleanup as the Russian River 
receded, but tens of thousands of 
others were stuck. 


that may not be dry, but it's not get- 
ting worse," said Dan McCanta of 
the Office of Emergency Services in 
Yolo County. People there had to be 
evacuated when the Sacramento 
River overflowed its banks. 

Emergency officials also were 
busy İn Stanislaus County south of 
Sacrameııto, where tlie Tuolumne 
River turned vast expanses of 
farmland near Modesto into what 
one area resident described as “a 
lake." 

State officials continued emer- 
gency efforts in Yuma and Sutter 
counties, where more than 100,000 
people were evacuated and the 
towns of Olivehurst and Marysville 
were practically submerged, Rescue 
teams went from “spot to spot” by 
helicopter and boat to pluck resi- 
dents from rooftops as the water 
rose, according to Steve Mar tarano 
of the California Office of Emer 
gency Services. 

Martarano attributed most of the 
flooding to the failure of levees, 
which, with reservoirs, dams, chan- 


Ann Grimes In §an Francisco 


ENS OF thousands of Northern 

California residents remained 
stranded last weekend as swollen 
rivers taxed the state's vast flood- 
conirol system, causing levers to 
break and release torrents of 
nudrly water into rural communi- 
ties in the Central Valley. 

President Clinton approved fed- 
eral disaster assistance for 37 colın- 
tics in California and for 13 In Ilaho 
as people throughout the Pacific 
Northwest tried to mop up after 
more than a week of stormy 
weather, 

Warm winds and heavy rain 
melted the winter snowpeck in the 
region's mountains, turning cliffs 
into waterfalls and flooding valleys. 
The storms were blamed for 23 
deaths in a five-state arca. 

Precipitation was negligible in 
California, but there could be sprin- 
kles alıead. "The weather forecast is 
for showers; that's less than rain. 
We're looking ahead to several days 


New Yorkers Regain Mean Streets 


can only conclude that the cops 
made a difference. In some re- 
spects, this runs counter to uncon 
ventional wisdom — the belief in 
certain circles that cops could be 
pretty good at catching criminals 
but were powerless to stop crime 
before it happened. This was the 
consensus in many scholarly jour- 
nals and, as usual, there were stud- 
ies to back up the thesis: Cops really 
don't matter all that much. 

Now it seems otherwise, Bust 
someone for jumping a turnstile or 
drinking in the street and, crilically, 
take his gun away and you're likely 
to get him before he commits a more 
serious crime. Do that often enough, 
and criminals stop carrying guns. 

For a frequent visitor such as my- 
self, the change in New York 13 not 
limited just to statistics. You can 
senge İt on the street — those van- 
ished “No Radio” signs, for in- 
stance, and the absence of car 
alarms golng off in the night. Peo- 
ple are no longer admonished not to 
walk here or go there. And Central 
Park, where that poor jogger was 
gang raped and nearly bludgeoned 

, to death in 1989, has shaken off its 
reputalion for violence, The city has 
made the most wonderful sort of 
progreas — backward to a better 
time, e 

Where have you gone, Joe 

DiMaggio? 


arrests. No drinking on the streets 
~— that sort of thing. Earlier, as the 
chief of the transit police, Bratton 
had arrested fare jumpers and 
learned something amazing: A large 
number of them were armed. Arrest 
them for jumping a subway turnstile 
and you get them before they cone 
mit an armed robbery. 

Bratton is the police cammish no 
more, but the cops still practice 
what he preached and ctime 
remains amazingly low. Lots of 
people, especially the police, credit 
the police — and maybe they are 
right. Others point to dumb luck, 
trends in drug trafficking (fewer 
turf wars) and demographics — a 
dip in the number of young men in 
the populalion. 

Sti, demographics can't explain 
everything. Crime is down almost 
uniformly and even Washington, 
D.C., in a virtually inexplicable Im- 
provemeni, experlenced a dip in lta 
murder total in 1995 —~ and then, 
because it is traditional, the number 
of murders resumed its march up- 
ward. But the New York figures are 
so startling ¬~ the number of mur- 
ders dropped by half over the last 
five years and, most significant, 
murder by strangers (19 percent of 

all homicides) is way down — that 
something other than demograph- 
ics must be at work. 

Until we are told otherwise, we 


COMMENT 
Rlchard Cohen 


HE CAR was parked on East 
84th, near the corner of Park 
Avenue, and in the window was a 
sign that said, "No Radio." At one 
time, such signs were common in 
New York — “No Radio,” “No Noth. 
ing," "Everything Stolen” — but it 
had been a long time since I had 
seet one. Î crossed the street to get 
a better look. Ah, Virginia tags. I 
guess they hadn't heard. 
But how could they not? A wan- 
derful thing has happencd to New 
York. It has rolled back tlie years. In 
terms of murder, it's 1968 — the 
year Î lefl for Washington — but it 
feels like the 1950s, which is about 
ns far back as [ remenıber, when 
crime was an incorıvenience, like 
the weather — and not a mortal 
Ihreat that circumscribed your life, 
New York was never all that safe — 
this is Gotham City, after all — but 
rarely lıas it been as dangerous as it 
recently was. 
The change has been dramatic, 
virtually miraculous and — to be 
perfectly honest — a bit inexplica- 
ble. The mayor, Rudolph Giuliani, is 
a former prosecutor who just hates 
the bad guys. He appointed a police 
commissioner, William Bratton, 
wlıo started to make “quality of life" 
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and men. Afler a tryst in a hotel 
room with a professor, an "English 
man, married with two children,” 
Lim dismissed the suggestion that it 
was sexual harassment. “| felt a 
sense of power, that unwittingly ] 
had been able to reduce this supe- 
rior man to frantic begging." 


Cigarette 
Firm Sued 
In France 


اا ا ا ا ي 
Anne Swardson in Paris‏ 


Road to America 


looked "like Eddie Murphy," told 
her thal he loved her. The new- 
found love inspired Carol to rein- 
vent herself by losing 45 pounds 
and purchasing “a whole new 
wardrobe to show off [her] new fig- 
ure." She married Nicolas and fol- 
lowed himı from prison to prison. 
Like a Monday-night movie for tele- 
vision, the story ends with then 
waititg to be together in Colombia 
after his release from prison and his 


N FRANCE, where cigarettes are 
relished as enthusiast 
cheese, the idea of blaming stmok 
ing for lung cancer is suddenly 


BY THE LAKE OF SLEEPING 
CHILDREN: The Secret Life of 
tha Mexican Border 

By Luls Alberto Urea 

Anchor. 187pp. Paperback $11 


TALES OF TWO CITIES: 


Malaysia secure its independence 
from British rule in 1957. But this 
freedom unleashed ethnic sepa- 
ralism and murderous antiChinese 
riots. For ler, Malaysian ascen- 
dancy meant “one groups empow- 


victims or their families have filed 
suit against the national cigaretle 
manufacturer’, accusing it of inade 
quately warning corsuriers abou 
the relationship between lung car 
cer and Gauloises and Gilanes, 
France's most famous brancls. 

The suils are the firs! such pry 
ceedings in Frauce, which has 
lagged behind tlıe Uniled Slates, 
Britain and Canacla in recognizing 
the dangers of smoking acl in sepa- 
rating smokers from non-smokers. 
In Paris andl elsewhere in Frauee, 
the hazy air of cafes is lingerl wih 
blue, people walk into elevator 
holding Ii cigarelles, anu rail sta 
tions — even when blanketed wilh 
no-smoking signs — are peopled 
wilh puffers. Even restauraıus thal 
designate no-sinoking sectiuns olun 
place them next tı smoking ste ! 
ons, wilh ne barriers in betwen. 

Bul France is waking up le tle ° 
dangers mxl disvumforts of sınok ' 
ing. Cigarele packages now ıu 
carry warnings Uhit sınokiligt i 
"gravely harmful" to hvallh, aml all 
Cigarele ilvertisinyt is porulibited 
Public builklinggs, sul dm iiuab. ' 
are reqllirecl (6o enforce rsh 
laws, and some oftites inl univer 


Her lope for the 
crealion of a multicultural society 
dasherl, she was beckoned to Amer- 
ican by a Fulbriglıt fellowship. 
However, Lim quickly (liscovered 
that il was not the promised land, iat 
nat for Asians. She was 
perceived as a “foreigner” simply 
because she dil not louk like an 


Like Nicolas Cordoba, the people 
in Luis Alberto Urrea's sensitively 
written book are also outsiders: 
They gaze at America not from a 
prison but from the garbage dumps 
of Tijuana. Clearly visible are luxuri- 
ous conclominiums and houses wilh 
swimming pools, just on the other 
side uf the border. The politically 
conslrucled divide maps the geog- 
raphy of Urrea's bifurcated identity: 
his Mexican father and American 
mother, lis birth iı Tijuana, ancl his 
growing up in San Diego. “My 
father raised me to be 100 percent 
Mexican, often refusing to speak 
English 1o me, tirelessly patrolling 
the bûrdlers of nıy language .. . And 
mıy mother raised me to be 100 per- 
cent American: she never spoke 
„ . Î as some have sug- 
geslecl lately, I am a sori of ‘voice of 
the burder,’ il is because the border 
runs down the middle of me. [ have 
a barbed-wire fence neatly bisecling 


By Shirley Geok-lin Lim 
Feminist Press. 232pp. $22.95 


ILLUSTRATION: JEAN-F RANG ONS ALLAUX 


deeper Iumanily; one of them 
undermines Urrea's generalizalian. 
Fuardo had been accidentally 
crushed undernealh a garbage 
truck, His horrific deh knolled 
the peuple into a community: Thuy 
collected money, buughl Eduardo a 
suil, made a culffin fron particle 
huard and gave him a pruper burial 
with candles, Anl thanks to Urrea, 
we know that Ecluardo lived. 


tity of individual corporeal existence 
and pleasure." In 
returuetl {o Anuwrica 


E TELL silories to 
biı $ (u a spot,” 
writes Shirley Geok- 
lin Lim. One such slary is that of 
Nicolas and Carol Cordoba, who 
fund each other in a federal prison 
in New York. He lıad hidden in a 
submerged air pocket above the 
rudder of an oil tanker just before 
sailing from Colombia. After the 
ship arrived in New York, police 
searched it and discovered both 
Corrloba and bags of cocaine in the 
chamber. Cordoba insisted he was 
only a stowaway ancl not a smlıg- 
gler, but he was found guilly and 
sentenced lo 10 years in prison, 
‘There he {ook an English course, 
taught by "Miss Carol." 

Much of her book is an overly 
drantalized account of Cordoba's 
dangerous trip and a tediously long 
report on his trial, We learn little 
about him. His dream was to come 
here, make money and return rich 
lo Colombia, Economic success in 
America, Cordoba had hoped, 
would be a way to bind him to family 
and friends at home. 

His English teacher was also 
searching for a dream. The lonely 
“Miss Carol” saw herself as "short," 
"overweight," “fifty-one years old” 
and the "mother of three sons in 
their twenties" — the same age as 
Nicolas. One day, Nicolas, who 


Lim's slay herc became perna- 
neut with her marriage (o an Aneri- 
can, {be birih of Aa chill and a 
university adppuintmem,. But she 


sojourning sluclenl, Milani xnw U.S. 
society differently, This time he no- 
ticed how inloleram and prejuliced 
many Americans were toward friani- 
ans, slereulyping (hem as “scruggly 
bearded, clench-fisted zealots," As 
an vxile, Milani also realized how 
faslened he still was to lhe Persiar 
culture he hal left in Iran, “Whıal Û 
once prized as the mobility uf Anıer- 
ivan life now seemed the source Of 
roolflessness. The 
Americans İn their first encuunters, 
their cheerful faces, 
seemed to hide lives of loneliness." 
Like Milani, Shirley Geokdin Lim 
came lo America ûs a sludent, Her 
fascinating autobiography reais like 
a novel, with interesting stories 
slitched into the quilt of her life. 
Born into a Chinese family in the 
British colony of Malaysia in 1944, 
she was abandoned by her mother 
at the age of 8, beaten by her father 
and forced to live with her step- 
mother, who was the [7-year-old 
daughter of her father’s servant. A 
convent school offered the lonely 
girl a place to moor herself as she 
discovered her sexuality. Bright, 
articulate and arrogant, she entered 
the university, where she intensely 
pursued her passions for knowledge 


memories of Malaysia — 
fallıer's grave overlooking green 
paddy ficlds and hur family kitted 
together Ilrough jealousies and 
hardships. Like Milani, however, 
Liu experienced an anıbivalence 
thal reflected a larger cultural con 
flict between being an indiviclual 
and belonging to a community. 


N HIS Tales Of Twa Cities, 
Abbas Milani lulls how he 
struggled to lousun 
from the enanglemenls of Tehran 
under the Shah and then under the 
Ayatollah Khomeini. Milani lad left 
lis family for an education in the 
United States; after completing his 
Ph.D. at Berkeley iı 1474, he re- 
turned to Tehran, where he taught 
at the National University. He mar- 
ried and thought he would lead a 
settled family life. But in 1977 he 
was charged with political crimes 
and was imprisoned. When freed, 
Milani witnessed the increasing re- 
pressiveness of the [slanic Republic 
as professors were forced to con- 
form to the rigid ideas of the new 
order or be fired. Memories of his 
experiences abroad intruded: “My 
years in America had taught nıe the 
values of self-assertion as a cardinal 
element of individuality and en- 
graved in me a respect for the sanc- 


The Makings of a Model Citizen 


collaborators for a series of major 
studies that are reported İn The 
New Second Generation, a collec- 


Mnlaysin, the struggle for an inlir 
vidual self against the canıibalisın 
of familial, ethnic, ard conmumuual 
law, was exactly what was pickling 
me in isolation in the Unitcel States." 

Though our four storytellers lake 
us down different patlıs, they lead 
us to ponder a common question: 
Whal are “lhe mystic chords of 
memory” that bind Americans to 
the United States? Joining what 
Walt Whitman called the “varied 
carols” of America, they share 
stories that rebel against the ethno- 
centricisms that strap the expan- 
siveness of the human spirit. They 
urge us to reach for Ihe sometinıes 
conflicted but always enriching 
multiplicity contained within each of 
our selves and to imagine a world 
without borders. 


From his perspective, Urrea mov- 
ingly retells the stories of the people 
in the clumps. Once a man caught 
him writing. “Wait a minute," he 
said. You're writing about us . . . 
Good! You write it down . 
cause I live in the garbage, and I'll 
die in the garbage, and Ill be buried 
in the garbage, And nobody will 
ever know that Î lived. So tell them 


The (wo wsuits live (he polet 
tial Lo take the restrictions much fir 
ther. Each blames the longuauer 
casws on SBITA, the acronym br ' 
the campany that makes Ganloise 
and Gitanes, a firin (hal until 18% 
was owned by Ihr goverment 
“These are test Casus,” saicl Fran 
Caballero, the luwyer fr lle pli 
tiffs in bolh cases, “I we succeel 
many more people will sue." 

The most recent suil —- filed on 
December 24 by ıhe fmily of 
Suzanne Berger, a 35yearod 
mother of three wliu diel in October 
— contends thal she was unaware 
the clangers of sınoking, Begining 
at age 13, Berger sınokecl ahoul 30 
non-filtered Gauloiuws a clay 
she was diagnosed as having WME 
cancer in July 1995; the suit asks or 
$230,000 in daınaxes. 

The other luwsuit was filed o" 
December 17 on behalf of Richard 
Gourlain, a 48&yearold victim % 
multiple cancers who was û 
smoker of unfiltered Gauloises fr 
30 years. Still living, Gourlaln 
seeking $540,000 
wife, Lucette, decid 
in hopes that greater awareness 
lead to a law prohibiting sales 
arettes to minors. Her hus 
said, has had two kinds of lung @ 
cer along with cancer of the tong’ 
Because part of his tongue 
surgically removerl, she said 
can't eat; he is starving to death 

To Philippe Boucher, director 
the National Committee f 
Smoking, which is sponsoring 


Urrea's stories are painfully real- 
iatic. Describing how boys would 
stone donkeys to death for sport 
and how the people of the duntps 
were “crushingly poor,” Urrea ob- 
serves: “And poverty . . . ennobles 
no one.” But the stories turn out to 
reveal a greater complexity and 


primarily reports on research, and 
readers looking far bold judgments 
and prescriptions will come away 


ial are provided for each topic. The 
writing is professorial, but the book 
provides an invaluable overview. 
Portes and Rumbaut openly pro- 
claim their assessment that “overall 
immigration has been and will con- 
tinue to be positive for the country," 
and sometimes they seem to be at 
paine to make that case, Imrigrant 
America's major weakness lies in a 
tendency to overemphasize the sig- 
nificance of the Indian physicians, 
Korean businessmen and others ar- 
riving with more education than the 
U.S. average. Despite thelr consid- 
erable contributions, these newcont- 
ers are substantially outnumbered 
by the Cambodian refugees, the 
Mexican laborers and others who 
arrlved' with fewer skills than the 
native-born. For better or worse, the 
public-policy challenges are created 
by those on the low end. 
The only real disappointment in 
this second veraion of Immigrant 
‘America is a ıew concluding clhıap- 
ter that offers analysis and sugges 
tons on those policy challenges. 
Neither of fhe authors has much 
background in this area, and com- 
pared to the rest of the book this 
chapter iş thinly researched and 
loosely argued. After so tnasterfully 
` developing: the conıplexity of Lluis 
subject, it is a shame that they end 
the new eclîtion on a simplistic note. ` 


cerns that public spending on immmi- 
grants deprives Americans of their 
due, And now these worries encom- 
pass all immigrants, legel and ille- 
gal, as was evident last summer 
when Congress passed a law to 
keep all the foreign-born, including 
naturalized U.S, citizens in some 
cases, from getting welfare. 

This shift reflects changes in an 
immigrant population that has 
grown not only nıuch larger but also 
more permanent and more com 
plete, The newcomers are no longer 
just a first-generation vanguard of 
young adults looking for jobs, Now 
there is also a second generatiofl. 
These children of immigrants, wilo 
were either born in the United 
Stales or came at a young age, need 
schooling, health care and much 
else. Their futûre will reveal 
whether the United States atill has 
the magic to make immigrants a 
source of strength. ' 

Alejandro Portes, Ci 
sociology department at tie Johns 
Hopkins University, was among the 
first important scholars of immigra- 
tion to recognize that the children of 
the foreign-born represent a distinc! 
and crucial subject matter, He 
helpeci marshal the funding and the 


One broad conclusion, however, 
does emerge clearly from these 
studies: The future of the second 
generation will be determined by 
what they encounter in the U.S. as 
much as, if not more so, by the 
skills and cultures that the firat gerr 
eration brought from abroad, As 
Ruben G. Rumbaut, a sociologist at 
Michigan State University, says at 
the conclusion of an essay on the 
difficulty of becoming an adult and 
becoming an American at the same 
time, "in the final analysis, it is the 
crucible without that shapes the 


THE NEW SECOND GENERATION 

Edited by Alejandro Portes Russell 

Sage Foundation. 246pp. $45 
aperback $19.95 


IMMIGRANT AMERICA: 

A Portrait (second editlon) 

By Alejandro Portes 

and Ruben G. Rumbaut 
University of Californla Press. 
42tpp. $40 Paperback $14.95 


Whether they are examining the 
lives of rich Cubans in Miami or 
poor Mexicans in San Diego, the 
authors conclude that immigrant 
youths are all learning English and 
adapting to their new land. But what 
kind of Americans will they become? 
Sheer numbers alone ensure that 
the outcome will have a huge impact 
on the nation, Sometime in the late 
1990s the size of this second genera 
tion will surpass the 28-million mark 
set by the children of European 
immigrants in the 1940s. Even after 
conducting surveys, case studies 
and statistical analyses of all sorts, 
the avlhors are cautious about pr'e- 
dicling a fate for the second genera 
tion because every piece of research 
uncovers the potential for diverse 
and unpredictable resulls. 

The essays in The New 
Generation are written more collo- 
qulally than papers for an academic 
journal, but they. are nonetheleas a 
iittie heavy on sociological jargort, 
which could easily have been ex- 
plained to make the. volume more 
accessible. In addition, this book 


N 1974 the commissioner of the 
J. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Leonard E, Chapman, a 
growling former Marine general, 
Promised to open up a million good 
jobs for American citizens if Con- 
gress would let him seal the border 

carry out mass deportations of 
legal immigrants. Twenty years 
later in California, Governor Pete 
Wilson promised voters that if the 
state didn't have to spend any 
monty on illegal immigrants it 
Could put a computer on every desk 
lt every public school. 

The public-policy debate on inımi- 
Eration has shifted ' from employ- 
ment to social services, from 
anxieties about losing jobs to con- 


The interplay between the char- 
acter of (he newcomer and the con- 
text of the new land gets murch 
broader treatment in ' Immigrant 
America: A. Portrail. This classic 
.work by Portes and Rumbaut, first 
published ini 1990, has been updated 
and expanded in a new edition. 1 

Viewing the current era of imin 
grallon as a highly varled process 
ralher that ani event, the authors ex- 
amine the major elements of that 
process, suck’ as occupational adlap- 
tation and language acquisition. A 
theoretical framework ard an abun. 
dance of uptodate statistical nıater- 


beginning of a "revolt of 
tims." And, he said, ph 
overwhelmed by new lutf 
cases, are beginning to 
legal action to their 
According to figures 
the committee, lung 
in France rose from 11, 
to 23,237 in 1993. 
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tionalists. His idea, to Chilean eyes, 
is too new, too big, too strange. 

“This kiad of philanthropy doesn't 
exist in Latin America — giving 
without gelling sometlıing in return. 
And that has createcl enormous sus- 
picions," said Miguel Shutzin, Lhe 
president of the National Coınmitl{ee 
for the Defense of Fauna and Flora, 
Chile's oldest and most organizecl 
environmental group. 

Even ardent supporters say Tonip- 
kins undermined the project with his 
belıavior. “He acted with Yankee in- 
nocence,” one close associate said. 
“The principal obstacle for Douglas 
Tompkins has been Douglas Tomp- 
kins. His strength is hig persever- 
ance and his force of will, but that 
sometimes becomes arrogaiice, And 
in Latin America, arrogance is not 
looked upon kindly, especially if it 
comes from an American,” 

In a country where exploiting 
natural resources is the principal 
industry and where a sparse popıı- 
lation has always beeu a national 
security issue, Tompkins repre- 
sents an environmental doctrine 
tlıat argues in favor of depopulating 
land so it can be preserved in its 
natural state. That not only 
challenges private industry and mil- 
itary doctrine here, but also the 
government and its development 
programs. 

“I'nı sure there were hundreds ol 
options,” Tompkins said. “We could 
have done a little of this or a little of 
that. But it just kind of turned out 
this way. We ended up being al the 
center of a national polemic over 
environment and development." 


18 Ope Waskington Post /INTERNATIONAL, U.S. 
Conservationist Angers Chile 


Slowly aud with little publicity, 
Tompkins began purclıasing land. 
He eventually set up a foundation, 
the first step in what he hopel 
would be tlıe creation of a national 
park, presented free of charge to 
the Chileans with the proviso that it 
be declared a nalural sanctuary, But 
two years ago, when news of his 
plan began circulating, Tompkins 
and his park became the focus of a 
national debate so heated that a 
calm discussion of its merits is all 


Qabrlel Escobar In Renlhue preserve one of thie world's few tem- 
س‎ perate coastal rain forests, at no cost 
HE Ugly American, the im- 
placable foe whose environ- 
ınenlal schemes so imperil 
the Chilean economy, does nol 
make a grind enlrance. Emerging 
unannounced Iron a field, wearing 
a green corduroy shirt and chinos, 
he coulkl be one of lis laborers 
breaking for lunch. 

Sligll and bearded, Douglas 
Taımpkins seems about as threaten” 
ing as Thoreau. So ıwuch has been 
sail nboul his controversial conser 
vation cfforts here that one's first 
impression is that thia Americenn 
multimillionaire, the great menace 
lu Chilean nationalists, is smaller 
Han life, "Wr hve been ‘wwer- 
dhnensionalizcel',” 
ıimosl apuluggizing for nat 


‘The most common answer, espe- 
cially in international environmental 
circles where the saga is closely fol- 
lowed, is that the project has stalled 
because powerful business groups 
and their allies in governınent fear 
large-scale land preservation. It is 
the response Tompkins favors. 

“Some ministers are just torpedo- 
ing this project, and that's all there 
is to It," said Tompkins, 53, a life- 
long adventurer who now declicates 
part of his fortune to preservation. 

But part of the problem, even ac- 
cording to some of his associates, İS 
that Tompkins seems to court ene- 
mies in the business communily. In 
an early and telling battle, le at- 
tackerl the salmon industry, which 
employs 17,000 Chileans andl is lıcld 
up as one of the country's great sUc- 
cess stories. Tompkins offered a re- 
ward to anyone wlıû could prove 
salmon fisheries were killiug sea 
lions, and even commissioned a pric 
vate stucly on the matter. He is now 
producing a book on deforestation 
İn Chile, a sensitive and seldom 
examined issue because forestry is 
the country's second most impor 
tant industry, after nining. 

Tompkins's vision clashes with 
ihe country’s successful economic 
model and even its moral unclerpin- 
nings, because his methocdls seemel 
secretive and fed the paranola of na- 


His project, known as Pumalin 
Park, wauld exteıtd from the Argen- 
tîne border westward to the Gulf of 
Ancud, which eımplics into the 
Pacific Ocean — in effect dividing 
ıhe country north to south, Even 
though he has prontised to donate 
{he park lu ia private founclatiarn acl 
minislered by Chileans, the fact that 
he was buying enouglı land to splil 
the narrow counlry in {wo provecl 
xo contentious that the sale of the 
Inst parcel has been blocked since 


SK yuars igo, Tompkins, the 
founler of Ihe Esprit clothing clualit, 
bought 4 large runch in His remule 
coruer of lhe’ work, 00 ailes soutls 
ofthe capilal, Santitgo, wilh nu other’ 
intention than lo spend six munths 4 
year İn an agrvvahle, open place. 

:spıil harl provided 
lim with cleep puckcis, and Tomjr 
kins soon realized that He 
hirl chosen providlecl it rare combina 
lk fur it welHerclo preservationist: 
Il liar kıre’ tracts of avilable land, 
olen al Modest piven, 
I ınidlelle of onc f 1 
remaining lmperille rain forests. 


in the heat of the (lebate, Tomp- 
kins has been accusel, improbably, 
af razing forests, selling up a nur 
clear ¢luınmp, promoting abortion and 
even importing Israeli commandos, 
He has angeretl pricsts, «puokexl 
generals and been converted 1v 
Jutkisım by Chile's neo-Nnzis. 

Wiy is Clıile rejecling a gift from 
‘Toupkins uf such magnilucle, a 
711,000-acre project that aims lo 
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tions for Daytona Beach and explor- 
ing the possibility of discounted air 
fares to alternative locations, such 
as Cuba itself, Chapman said, 

The boycott campaign also is 
distributing 20,000 “Cuba Si, Florida 
No!" postcards to its participating 
members — to be signed and 
mailed to the Florida Chamber of 
Commerce. A few of the postcards 
already have arrived, said chamber 
spokeswoman Fran Conaway. “We 
will miss our Canadian neighbors," 
she said, but “the tourism industry 
does not have any control over na- 
tional law,” 

Robin Knight of the Florida 
Tourism Indust'y Marketing Corp. 
added, “They ought to be targeting 
North Carolina." 


Canadians 
Boycott U.S. 
Over Cuba 


Howard Schnalder In Toronto 


RESUMABLY Canarla's college 

kîcls can party jusl és wel! along 
the forbidding coast of Labrador, or 
maybe organize a spring break in 
the Arctic Circle. As part of a prû- 
Cuba, boycutt-Fluricla effort laking 
root across Canacla, they're sup- 
pisetl to be staying away frat Day- 


Bavckecl by the Canadian Federa- 
tian of Students. tlie country's main 
religious cenoniralions and an 
array of other ürgaıizations, the 
long-lern1 gonl is tu force the United 
Sates 10 waive enfurcement uf the 
Helnıs-Burton Act restricting Irade 


As it happens, Cuba is alreacly a 
fvored destination of thunısands of 
Canatlian snow birds. 

"I! don't tink most Cartadians 
want to nınke enenıîcs with Florida, 
I! don't think iuıyboarly wanls Lo do 
id buwborah Chapman, co- 


A mıural in Havana attacks the U.S. Heima-Burton law 
ordissto' of the Buyvolt Florirla 


The legislation was approved 
after Cuban jets shot down two 
suınll civilian airplanes last year. It 
punalizes coınpiınics or people who 
invest in Cuba andl tlwrcby “Iraffic” 
— as the law says — in property 
tıt was expropriated by the Casiro 


travel lo the United States — mea- 
sures that Canada, Mexico, the 
European Union and others have 
rleclared meddlesome. 

Canada argues that its openrtrade 
policy with Cuba is more effective in 
promoling denocracy on the island 
than the Û,S, (rade embargo, and 
that the United States has no right 
to police Canadian companies. 

Clinlon lias used a provision of 
the law to hold off enforcement of 
its most invasive portions until Janu- 
ary, and the boycotters are urging 
him to extend the «lelay, 

The Canadian Federation of Stu- 


In IRE mre than 1.7 million 
Canadians travelecl to Florida, more 
than from any other cuuntry. They 

3 


muncy the buycutl ci 
te (livert Irom wu TF 
and Disney Worlel. 
"We know we have cormpuvtiLint 
dgninst Mickey Mouse's 50h birlh- 
tly, and this is goin fo be an uphill 
batile, But whal we are {ryîirug lo (ln 
is preset! options for Catutlians," 


The statecl purpose of tle law's 
authors, Sen. Jesse Helms, RNorth 
Carolina, and Rep. Dan Burlun, R- 
is to strenglhen the long- 
xtsndiag U,S. boycutt of Citba, thus 
encouraging lhe replacenıent of 
President Filel Castro's communist 
governmenil with democratic rule, 

Regardless of where alleged 
violators are based, the law allows 
clai.ns to be brouglıt against them 
in U.S. courts ancl can prohibit their 


3, uf course, President Clin- 

tun caves in to the demantls of the 
boycott group — and many olhers 
— by suspending enforcement of 
what many Canadians regard as an 
odious, hegemonic, arrogant law, 


through its network of travel agents 
to promote other spats for spring 
break, pulling its normal promo- 
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APPOINTMENTS & COURSES 21 


onference 


Bssentlal personal qualities should iaclude commiunent, 
adaptability, cultural sepsitlvity and a sense of humour. 


Ynu should also bc aged between 20 and 70, without 
dependants, able to spend at least 1wo years Oversras 
working for a 'local’ rate of salary (VSO provides a Full 
support package), and have unrcstricted right of re-entry 
Into the UK. 


AFRPIX NOW FOR DEPARTURES THROUGHOUT 1997, 
For details and anı applicatlon frm, please Ftturn the 


coupon below, enclosing;a briéf summary of your 
qualifications ard e HR 


COMMUNICATIONS 
by Distance Learning 


A part-time, 2-year course for every 
medla professional and student of meda 


1saues. 


Research into media production, texts 
and andlences in global context. 


©» CMCR International reputation for 


® courses commence April and September 
© high quality lexts and AV materials 
» prepared by leading experts worldwide 
© personal tutors; teaching events 
® assessment by assignment, cxamlnation and 


dissertalori 


Cundidates should hold good honours degree. Equlvnlent 
qualifications or relevant professional experlence will be considered. English language proficiency. 


For course brochure and application forms, cuntact The Course Secretary, quoting ref DL/GW 197, 


CMCR, Universlly of Leicester, 104 Regent Rond, 
Lelcester LEI 7LT, UK. Tel! +44 116 252 5275. 


Leiceste J Faxe 444 116 252 5276, emell hA@lekcesteracuk. 
University 


Promoting excellence in University 
teaching and research 
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KEASI PRINT CLARLY 1 
I Post to: Atha Murphy, Enquiries Unlt, VSO, 317 Putney Bridge Road, London SWI1S ZPN. Tel.0181-780 1331 (24hrs) 
1 1 
[1 Name Telephone أ‎ 
1 1 
1 uallflcalons Address 1 
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1 
1 
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from Africa to the Caribbean, Asia to the 
Pacific. We are one of the longest established 
and most respected development agencles in 
the world -- and a couple of years coping with 
the challenge of VSO will boost not only 

your self-respect, but your estimation in the 
eyes of future employers. 


We urgently need: Graduate TEFL teachers for upgrading 
language skills at education centres in China, Vietnam, 
Pakistan, Indonesia, Srı Lanka, Nepal and Cambodia. Yon 
need a degree, a TEFL certiflcate and - for most pests = at 
least 6 nıonths' teaclıing experience. 

Hxperlenced BLT teachers with similar qualifications — 
but of course a lot mote In-depth knowledge and practice. 
Typical jobs would be teacher training at rural resource 
centres and colleges; teaching English to health pro- 
"fessionals; apgading language skills among undergtaduate 
tralvee teachers. 


Advertisements 
It Is a condition of acceptance of 
advertisement orders that the 
proprietors of The Guardian Weekly 
do nat guarantee the Insertion of 
any parlicular advertisement on a 
specified date, or al al, although 
every effort will ba made to meet 
the wishes of advartlsêrs; further 
they da not accept liabllty for any 
loss or damage caused by an error 
or Inaccuracy In the printing Of 
non-appearance ol any 
advertisement. They also reservê 
the right to classify correctly any 
advertisament, edit or dalste any 


Allhaugh every advertisernenl I5 
carefully checked, occasionally 
mistakes do occur. We therefore 
ask advertisers lo assist us Dy 
checking their advertisements 
carefully and advise us immediately 
should an error occur. We regret 
thal we cannoli accept 
responsiblity for more than ONE 
INCORRECT inserlon and that no 
republlcallon will be granted in tha 
case of typographical or minor 
changes which do not affect Ihe 
value of the advertisement, 


Starting date 1 September 1997 or by arrangement. 


Appllcatlan forms (returnable by 31 Jenuary 1997) 

and further particulsra are avaliable from the 

Director of Staffing Services, niverslty of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham 815 2TT, telephone 0121 414 6483 
(24 houra), (a-mall: STAFFING©BHAM.AC.UK). Please 
quote reference L785/97. 


Working towards equal opportunities. 


University 
of Durham 


- ل 


FACULTY OF ARTS 
Political Economy of Eastern Europe 


‘The Universily. having boon successful it the recent HEFC{E) initiative 
in Furmer Soviel 1nd Egsı Enropeanı Sludios. iovites applicants for a 
new posl olferecl al Professor, Reader or Senior Lecturer level. to be 
filled from 1 April 1897, or as soon 4s possible thoreaftor. The holdar of 
ıhe post will ba expeciarl to play a leading rola in the dovelopment of 
the Universıly's new Ustinov Inslltule for East European Studies, 
ceardinating wxisting expertise ln cognale subject areas, and 
eslablıshing new specialisms. Prefarence will be given lo candidales 
wilh special interests in ihe Czech Republic. 

The will be tation within fhe professorial range 
etd 0 within the Sanior Locturer/Reader scale 
£27,747 « £31.357 por annum. 

Forinformal discussfon of tha past. please contact Professor Michael 
Preslwich, Pro-Vice.Chancellor, on tel: 0191 374 7684, 

fax: 0191 374 7627 or o-mail: (m.c.preslwich@durham ac. uk). 

Further details may he obtained fram tha Direclar of Personnel, 
Unlverslty of Durham, Old Shira Hall, Durham DH1 3HP, to whom 
applications (5 copies) should be submitted, including lhe namss 
ofliree referees. Tel: 0101 374 3140, fax: 0191 374 7253 or 

emall: (Snr.Rscrult®dur.ac.uk). (Candidates oulside the British falas 
may submit ona copy only.) 

Closing date: Friday, 9 February 1907. Please quota raferance CO1. 


MBA Programme Manager 
£16,628 - £26,430 p.4. Ref: RMN1602/GW 
Required for the Management Centre's MBA 
Prograrnme, you will be responsible for the 
administrative support for the Centre's sulte of MBA 
programmes. 
You should possess a degree or professlonal 
qualification and at least five years experience ln 
management, including senlor administrative 
experlence. 
Appilcatlon forms and furthar detalls from the 
Personnel Department, (quoting ref:), University of 
Bradford, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD7 1DP 
{iE f Tel: 01274 383091, (or Minicom Tel: 01274 385807), 
''° "j e'mall parsonnelrert@bradford.ac.uk. 
' Closing date: 31 January 1997 


` Kibrking totards Equal Opportunttirs 
UNIVERSITY OF 
BRADFORD 


lamas BAKING KNOWLEDGE WORK 


For more information /registration contact: 
Fax: +971 4 825 513 or vislt our home page: 
wwwhct.ac.ae/tend97.htm 


Name: ... 
suse FaxX:..... 
AMATER eC TENE AMS ea 


Telephone: ............. 


PO Box 563 
INTRAC ا‎ 
Central Asia Programme OX2 6RZ 
(Two Positions) Intracia'gn.ape.org 


1. Tralnlng and Consultancy Manager - Oxford Based Salary £18,750 + pension contrlbution 
(INTRAC also operates a bonus scheme) Two year contrac! to be responsible for ihe management of 
INTRAC's NGO sector development programnue in Central Asia. 


2. Project Manager - Initially based in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan Salury' £18,000 Tax Free + penslon 
cantrthution + allowances. Two year contract to oversee the implementation and day to day 
management of our regional NGO Sector development programme. 


iui i from people who are able to provide udvice to NGOs and 
NGO Support Organisations in the region; experience in the Former Soviet Union or Central Astan 


region desirable, In addition the Training and Consultancy Manager shoukl have the qualifications and 
experience appropriate to develop INTRAC'S programme in other paris of the Former Soviet Union and 
Easlem Europe. 


For an application form and further details write to: Ms Sue Elliott, Co-Director, INTRAC., Please mak 
with "CA Application", 


Closing Date 29th January (997, Interview Date 12/13th February 1997. 
INTRAC Is striving to be an equal opportunities employer. 


INTRAC (The International Non-Government Organisation Training and Rescarch Centre} 
„Strengthening NGOs for the 21st Century through training, consultancy and research. 


INTRAC is a Registered Charity No. 1016676, and a Company Limited By Guananter No. 2663769. 


PROGRAMME MANAGER 


OXFAM-Canada is based in Diltawa, Censda and works lo overcomê 
poverty, Injustice and inequality by providing community 

and advocacy support to pariner organlzations In Africa, the Americas 
and Canada. As a nember of lhe growing Oxfam Inlernatlonel, we g8 
one of Canads's leading International develuprnent agencles. 


Aş Programme Manager you will oversee our developmenî, emerge 
and advocacy programmes, totaling about C88 miliory. ا ا‎ 
manage relallons with ihe Canadlaen government ald agency 
oversee a programma stall ol 25. As a member ol the 
team, your funcilon la to ensure our programmes meet the Fgh 
standards of Oxfam. 


You will have at lbast five years developmenl axperlence with a 0 
gavernmenlal organlzailon, preferably ralated to Africa and 
Amerloas. You will havè al least fve years management experienc 
including budget and human resource management, ard stralegte 
programme planning. The ablity to eva'uate programmes from 4 ge02 
and environmental perspectne Is key, as ls experience with edvocso 
programming and carnpalgns. A second language (French Or Spanien 
i8 essential. 


Apply by January 31, 1997 to: Hurnan Resources, OXFAM-Gened 
Sule 300, 284 Albert Street, Otlawa, ON Canada KIP 6E, Fax 
813-237-0624. E-mall to oxfamhr@web.net 83 
OXFAM-Canada iş comrmitiod to omployment squlty. Cenadıar ان‎ 
raqutes that Canatan citizens and lended immigrants ara qven frat conadoraln 


__ EAR 


TEFL DIPLOMA 
Study TEFL, ESL or TESOL 
by Dlfance Learning. Alo: 
Gant. TEFL, 

Dip. ESP (Business), 
Cert. TEFL (Management) 

Prospectui 


12 Rutland Square, 
Edinburgh, EHÎ 288 


‘Tel/Fax 0125 


Conservation International 


"TECHNICAL ADVISOR 
FOR CONSERVATION 
ANKARAFANTSIKA 
PROJECT MADAGASCAR 
Cumservalurn Inrrmatlnoal sreks candidates 
far the powiao ol Techical Adıısar for 
Cunservailon ai 4 counnuuntty-lased 
projected area urnservallon project At 

Ankarafannika Fesponsibdites ladude’ 

* Mamagemeht of a xoser ratio 
component of the prcject 

= Developmen! of a pırk manıgemen! plan 

® Supervian of ccuetsaticin held ageals 

® Contrtbuuon to the developateat of 
community’ hated conservation pecjects 
Qualified casdid nes should hare” 

® 46 ears esprtlence ln ct.Dterradnn 
and/v pırs managemem with u least 
Ima ofthese years 1n Alrica (Madagascar 


) 
® Englak and freqch at FSA trl 
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#eneralions. They had no crate. The 
mıen were silting on the icy floor, 
1he women on the small bundles 
containing everything they pos- 
sessed. Tlie chiklren were or the 
knees of Ile lwo men, father andl 
grandfather, eating and passing 
something between them. They 
were picking at il, sucking on it, 
probing it: in llıe dark ! could nol 
sce wilat it was, I moved İn and 
greeled them, then I saw whal the 
chiklrrn were sharing. It wns a 


"Î wanted lo be sitk, I wanleel lı» 
cry. ut I was so stunned E dil nei- 
Iler.. . [I wanted lo tlrag lhe people 
who ware responsible frm uit uf 


1u sand 


iu shire his scene with mo, 

“As Û wilked back, I Iriel le idon- 
tly wlere 1 Himed in. We shi 
some uf lhis barcsliip,. We were 
cokl. In truth, I was bungry. il we 
were not hemı, We hal gooel clotl- 
ing, gul beots,. We hal muscle, faut 
taming, hope — a lieke hore. 
‘Lis is how antl why we copud." 

Holliugworlh was iı u Manches- 
ter hotel last month, on a lightning 
visl hone fron Lhe camps he is 
mw running for Ihe UNHCR in 
Dagestan, There he is (luinyg wlial 
he knows besl, carim ur 341,000 
refugees — nuiıly old men, wumen 
displace 


irom 


JHE MAN who bullied, : 
ad lutured the coml 8 
uf the Bisniın war, dud in 


woarlcl, 
lunged limsel iu picking up lhe 
pices uf dolher My, 


his 


rib hit | 
e hv 


But weighed against this scepli- 
cism, Hollingworth is convincexl of 
{he absolute imperative of action to 
alleviate those suffering through 
war arıd famine. “I think the truth is 
that you also have to ask yourself 
when you see lhe (irst signs of a hiu- 
manitarian crisis in the making: can 
you hold off? Even if one could per- 
sonally make that judgnıent, we are 
not given the choice, The media 
does not allow it. And in that respect 
we are cauglıt between hyo stools. If 
we don't do something, we are 
asked why not? lf we do something, 
we are criticised for feeding the 
combatants as well as the civilian 


ia algo 


acutely aware of the way in which 
aid workers such .as his colleagues 
in the Red Cross in Chechenia have 
become easy targets for extremists 
keen to score quick points. 

“For the average person in lhe 
«countries we are in, the ald worker 
lıas a huge amount of respect. Bul 
for the psychopalhs and criminal 
dross thrown up in conflicis like So- 
malia and Clhechenia, he is also an 
easy target. These people don't see 
hint as the bright young guy wiio 
has taken six ınonths leave of 
absence from lis haspital to help 
those less forlunate than hinclf. 
They see hinı as a target, As casy 
publicity. They nınde their point lasl 
week in Chechenia. They toll ıs to 


ler Bosnia, Hollinyrw 
Musiuns dbn te bti 
i» iu. “Aid his become puliticinwd. lı 
is now dlifticul Kor even the snull 
iets ta keep aut uf it. Ane bitrel 
guustuns are nul being adulresserd. 
The debate comes flown lo lwu 
questions, Have we tlhe riglıt ard 
chıly 1u go in? Have we the rigbt ancl 
duty not lo? "One of the probleênıs is 
the ald community itself A lot of 
people are eınployed i ıhe iid 
international 
crises has become 4 career in Ihe 
same way thal chasing car icciclenls 
has becunv a career choive for 


hors 


> loaf." 


fics, rout their trenche 


% E 


Ar. 


“The viclim is lhe civilian pop 
lali, which no longer lts lhe full 
panoply of CRC avtivilirs lee helyo it. 
The victim is humanitarian work in 
general, thw victim is nuuanily, the 


aud children 
Cheelteniia by thu’ watt. 


iuwicalieons of his 
{ ail? Lhe nineties, 
as DPrufisser Alam Roburis uf Ox- 
ford Universily argues in Huruiinir 
tafan Aclion In War, has becan u 
decade in which hun 
lion as û ris 
ict el its never belor'e. 
I bits lsu been tur decade in wlicl 
aid efforts huwe failed as never 
befre. 

The internatiunal CODIUNiY'S 
record is beginning to look a very 
shaky one, Somalia ended with a 
humiliating retreat; in Bosnia, the 
UN'sinsistence on humanitarian aicl 
Above all was shalterecl by the fall of 
Srebrenica. In Rwanda, Liberia ancl 
now Chechenia, Roberts argues, 
they have (arerl litlle belter. 

And in this muddle the aid 
worker has hecome more vulrıera- 
ble. This has been due, in part, 1o 
the fact ıhat the military forces that 
have supported the often forced 
delivery of humanitarian aid in the 
past decade — tle West's “tough 
love" — have undermined the agen- 
cies' position of neutrality, particu 
larly in the eyes of those who also 
associate the UN blue helmet with 
“aggression” and Western meddling 
in the Gulf. The reputation of aid 
agencies and the international cont- 
munity has also suffered on another 
front: in the growing perception that 
too often organisations such as the 
Red Cross and the UN have become 
unwilling accomplices of this 
decade's new-found thirst for geno- 
cide and ethnic cleansing. This is 
the horrible paradox that faces the 
aid agencies. They are torn between 
conıpassion, conscience and a sense 
uf duly on one sile, and lhe knowl 
cedlge that, in wars as diverse as 
Bosnian and Rwanda, theîr foocl and 
medicine antl proleclive presence 
has macle the work of mass ethnic 
cleansing easier. 

But lhe alternative is no less 
ghaslly. Il is the cunsequeuce of itt 
aclion. It is a scene [rom hell de- 
seribed by Hollingworth: the horror 
of Srebrenica. . 

“Towards lhe vnd of {he town," 


fen sulisteingt 


led, stupid littl 


business. Clrasiîng 


lawyers." 


victims." Hallingworth 


of the Bosnian wal’, “was a group ul 
ihe mast recel arrivals. They wert 
on the right-hand sîde of the road. 


There were seven uf tem, thrve | get out." — The Observer 


ا 
hus made mass cthnic cleansing curler‏ 8 


. Hollingworth wrute in his memoir 


e helping hands 


Islamists among Chechenin's rela. 
lively undogmalic Muslims about 
lhe use ûf he cruss synıbul, and 
sume hal been lakvn down. 

There had been thefts oul sup 
Plies, visits lu lhe premis by rebel 
leaders lale al nig ta see friekln, 
and forceful lenauuls hal friends ir 
relalives be given Red Cross jobs, 
Yl Gittiuti Wils plical hil such 
mundane prubleıus, lypicnl uf war 
Ales, cukl have led lv tcl û cald, 
ruthlessly executed se uf killings. 

"Nubncly ever carne to issitssinitle 
in sueb a cowardly fashion just lw- 
case yuul liflu't hire utube ly," Gi- 
alDun sid un tbe plone run the 
Rel Crosxs's North Cancasus base in 
Nalehik. "I was four luck in he 
morning. The melt wore masks or 
hoocls over their heals and they 
went about very syslemalically 
killing people. This was tlie work af 
professional cowarrls, and when one 
of our guards ınanaged to start fir- 
ing a few sltols, they stopped their 
killing and ran away. They did not 
wan! to leave anybocly belıind. For 
me, this is nol criminal bul political.” 


Teens who survived dicl so 
because they lıad locked the 
doors 1o their ronıns. One 
door was broken down by the at- 
tackers, and the viclim was found 
dead just inside: dıe others were 
killed in their beds. One survivor, 
Norwegian doctor Tobias Bredlend, 
almost unable to speak from the 
hideousness of what he had experi 
enced, said he had been woken up 
by the sound of someone trying to 
open his door. 

“My first lhought was that I was 
being kidnapped,” he said. “But 
then the person at the door gave up 
and I hearcl footsteps disappearing 
down the hall. After that I heard 
some muffled sounds and screams. 
I thought my colleagues were being 
beaten or dragged out of their beds, 

“I never heard shots and didn't 
understand people were being 
killed il I went out into the lıall.” 
He saw one of the attackers, 
masked and carrying a gun wilh a 
silencer attached. Most sinister uf 
all, none of the killers ultered a 
worl (luring an attack that lasted no 
more than three minulcs, 

The palilics behind {he massacre 
worries lhe ICRC less han Ihe fact 
thal their wurkers, once seen by 
combatas as untouchable, wero 
chosen to send a message to Russia 
and Chechenia’s Byzantine factions 
— depriving humlreds uf thousands 
of people uf humanitarian ald as 
winter descends on the ruins, 


over —~ lıas revealecl all loo clearly: 
sellom before have humanitarian 
aııd care wurkers been so sysleuniti- 
ually targeted for allack. 

‘The grisly paltern began when 
Russiuı iirernfl bombed the hospi- 
tal in tlıe Chechen town of lali in 
ihe early days of the war. Russian 
ubseyucnlly lootecl ind Va- 
dialiscel Gruzuy's hospitals andl serl 
them as barks; then 200 people 
were murdlervdl when {he Chechen 
rebel leader Shamil Basayev seizecl 
lhe hoxpilal in the Russian town of 
Rudlyonnovsk. (He is now running 
lor the Chechen presidency.) In 
Grozny lasl summer, in enlire lean 
of surgeons was killed when their 
huspilal was shelled to pieces 
around thenı as they operaled. At 
oıte point, a group of Russlauı special 
forces troops, trapped by separatist 
figlıters, seized a hospital and 
threatened to kill the patients unless 
ıhey were given safe passage. 

‘The [International Commiltee of 
the Red Cross (CRC) knew it was 
nof innıımne, Jl nd been threatenecl, 
robbed and obstructecl. Workers had 
been kiclnapped — most recently on 
the eve of last month's killing — but 
their release was always successfully 
negotiMed. They were vulnerable 
and visible, cıisscrossing the 
Chechen roads in their gleaming 
white Toyotas, unarmed, without 
flak jackets or helmets. They relied 
on persuasion to get past obstructive 
soldiers and fighters, on walkie- 
talkies and satphones for mutual re- 
assurance and location reporting, 
and most of all on the residual power 
of the Red Cross symbol. 

But even when it was becoming 
clear how little respect the cross re- 
ally commanded, no one expected 
the cold-blooded murder of sleeping 
nurses in the dead of night. The Red 
Cross set up a hospital in Novye 
Atagi in August, in the aftermath of 
the last great battle for Grozny, 
because the village hal remained 
eerily neutral throughout the two- 
year conflict: neither Russian troops 
nor organisel detachments of 
Chechen rebels were based there 
and lhe community saw no serious 
fighting or bombardment. With the 
neighhouring community of Stary 
Alagi, il became the venue for peace 
talks that led to the end of open 
warfare and the withdrawal of Russ- 
ian forces. : 

There were lensions. Chris Gian 
non, medical co-ordinator for the 
ICRC in the North Caucasus, who 
supervised the setting up of the hos- 
pital, says there lıad been contr 
plaints by a small group of radical 


Danger grips th 


Peter Beaumont looks 
at the difficulties facing 
the Red Cross after the 
killings in Chechenia 


E WERE eating supper 
when the shooting 
slarlerl; wight iil workers 


abd a jourualist crammed inlo the 
snualur of a freezing, two-ranm [lal 
ul lr ouîskirts 4f Ihe Bosniin fywn 
iva. n Clristmas in ER, Tle 
gunfire — il was çpiickly obviuus — 
wns cenlretl on a builrlingg LOU melres 
dawn the hill froni where we were 
slaying, an aparlmenl oceupiedl by a 
Frnch ciurily. A» lhe shuulinyg 
sloppedl, we ramble oul ancl half 
ımumblecl duwn a dirt bank to reaclı 
the French, whose torch beams we 
cauld see culling Lrough (he night. 
Inzed bul unhurt, a French doctor 
was slaıkling in {he roa. His guard, 
he loll us breathlessly, had sur- 
priseel a group of armed men trying 
to sleal Iheir car, which — in the ex- 
change of fire that followed — had 
milled off clown the hill, ploughing 
Ihrough gardens as il went. He 
shrugged a Gallic shrug and re- 
turned to searching for his car. 

The following duy 1 recounted 
ıhis story to Larry Hollingworth, 
te chief of operatiuns of the Unitetl 
Nations High Cummissioner fur 
Kelugees (UNHCR), iıı his office in 
He UN compound in Zenicis's luwn 
venlre. He shook his head incl tul- 
mıttecl at the folly of clarilies living 
andl working un their own, away 
from tbe prulecliun of fhe UN mili 
lary forces. 

His wortls cane back to haunl me 
three weeks later. Early in January 
1994, three British ılriver's with the 
! Overseas Developrnenl Adminislra- 
| on (ODA) — biaserl in his depot — 
were (iriving their white-paintecl 
Land Rover through the town, As 
they passed through the (lark 
sireets, hey were halled by a VW 
Gûlf, whose occupants, wearing the 
bearrls nnd clothing of Ihe ınoja- 
hedi, hijackecl the Britisl workers. 
Simon King, David Court and Paul 
Coudall were infurmeıl in broken 
English that they were being taken 

0 to trade for soıme caplured 
friends. Instead, they were driven lo 
the riverside, forced to their knees 
and shot from behind. Goodall died 
Instantly, King and Court, both 
injured, plunged into the (freezing 
a and struggled to the other 

e. 


The murder of Paul Goodall 
raised many questions about the fu- 
ture of international aid. Was it pos- 
sible for aid workers to be properly 
neutral in increasingly complex, 
paliticised conflicts? Was their pres- 
ence in danger of exacerbating the 
very problems they were attempt- 
Ing to alleviate? And, moreover, 
what kind of person, who on earth, 
would continue to accept the risks 
of doing voluntary work in such 
volatile areas? 

‘These questions, and the words of 
Hollingworth, have been revived 
again following last month's murder 
of six Rel Cross workers — Ingebjo- 
(rE Foss, Gunnhild Myklebust, 
liaıns Elkerboul, Fernanda Calado, 
Sheryl Thayer and Nancy Malloy — 
lr their berls at tlne hospital at Novye 
Aa, Chechenia. IL was the worst 
dtrucity in the Recl Cross's 133-year 
liislury, an event that is more than 4 
suın of the individual tragedies. Jt is 
û harrowing warning of the increas- 
Ing dangers to aid workers world- 
Wide. Dangers that the Cluechen 
cunflict — which is supposed lo be 
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MSC IN TEACHING ENGLISH/TESP 


Standard 2 year couras, 3 year aohedule available (Dipiome, 1 or 2 
years). Lata January atart. Centres In: UK (Aston), Spaln, Greece, 
Turkey, France, Italy, Japan and Germany. Perlodlo ataff visits to 
Cantres for hıtorlals and seminars. Strong support system. 


ADVANCED CERTIFICATE IN 
PRINCIPLES OF TEFL 


8 months’ coursework with exercises and assignments, January 
atart. Avallable worldwide. 1 wesk practical claseroom 
component in Crete, or at Aston, in August. 

Language Studles Unit, Aston University, Birmingham B4 7ET, UK. 


(tel: + 44 121 369 3611 ext 4242. fax: + 44 121 359 2726( 


Anlmal Health Advisor 
Gaza & Inhambane Provinces, Mozambique 


VETAID requires a troplca! veterinarian with relevant 
technical experience gained in overseas livestock 
development projects, to join our project tonm as 
Aniınal Health Advisor. The job will include 
doveloping the animal hoalth components of the 
project including quarantining of imported cattle, disease survoillance 
uaing participative tochiques, & rehabilltation of relevant infrastructure. 
The contract ia for 30 months with salary in the region of £15-18k, taxed 
Jocnlly, plus ponalon, contribution to housing and health & accident 
inaurance benefits. Applicants ahould hold an appropriates veterinary 
qualification, have a practical approach and be available to start at ahort 
notice. 
Respond with CV to: VETAID, Centre for Tropical Vetorinary Medicine, 
Easter Bush, Roslin, Midlothian EH25 9RG, TeVFax 0131 445 3129 
or e-mail vetaiduk@gn.apc.org. 


SOFTWARE 
MAP MAKER Pro 


“Nop Maker lı the tert af useful program 
to look aut fon. Map Maker is a versatile 


A simple way to draw your own 
map®, edit existing mapa, and 


£165 Incl, alr mall (+VAT In Europe) 
(approx. U8$250, CANS350) 


emall; pro @mapmaxkar.com 

64 Tenlson Ad, Cambridge, CBI 20W 
http JAwwrw.lbmpcug.co.uk/~ MapMaker/ 
ordare by credlt oard accepled. 


JAD, ROVE! 
£ 90|F FRUakor 1.0 saratE 


FORD MONDEO 1.8/2.0 LX 
ا‎ peuanor 405 1.9 an £'9° 


£130 İH novun 620 sti 
£130 | K ROVER 820 sLı 


VETAID 
î 


مام اع - فیسلیا رشمد 


/ New Management x 
Training Institute for the 
NGO sector in Cambodla 


In April 1897 a new managerneni valning ınsiiluta will be es1aloilshed lo 
sarva he NGO sector in Cambodıa. The Inatiluta Is belrwg created to 
meet ihe need of both lntamalional and Cambodian NGOs for skilled 
tocal managers. The NGO sector la making a slgrihcanî conlrlbutan to 
rebıilding Cambodia after years ol cMil war andl ıntarnatlanal Isolation, 
am ihera Is a huge demand far shllls managers who are capeble of 
runrng and developing organizations. The Intanton Is that tha Inatitute 
wl become wtiolly Cambodian a4 soon as posable, but during 8 frst 
years Iwo expatitalae are nesded to work with Iha Director ın creating 
1ha organlsatlon and tralning ths Cambodian trainers. 
Administratlon and Finance Adylsor: 
Anadministratlon and finance prolossional ls needed for lwo years. The 
post holdor must have the skills and knowledge raqulred to eslabllsh all 
Ihr admirlsirallon and finance systems nocessnry for the msttute to 
fun:ton. Tho lask will hen be tı lraln Carnbodlan staff to take over iha 
gılınımatratıon of tha inatitula. This poslflon I3 crilical to the success of 
the new mıtlntd arl nods s0moone who Is committed to the trarnaler 
ûl shill rt krawladgs to kcal staff. 
Management Tralnlng Speclalist: 

Aınanayııtsenl tralnIng speclallst Is roqulrad to develop the Cambodian 
nıanaqement Irulning loam. Tho pos! holder niıuat have strong technicel 
krwledlga ol trairing and management. Absolutely essentisl is the 
nbıity to dovelop statf, and to transfer knowledge and skills. Pelierk e 
rd lhe abilıty l2 adapt lheorlaa end techniques lo {ha circumstances 
rk culture ol Cambodia are also very important. 

Further detalls may be obtalned fron Jenny Poarson, PO Box 

149, Phnorn Penh, Cambodia, fax 855-23-427820 or 427855, 

amal PACT CAMOUNI.FI, alternatoly send CV, references, and 
( corer lefftar, Including saltry requlrement to (he same address. 
3 Closing dato 3.2.97, 


Home study courses in Creative Writing, Freelance 
& News Journalism, English Literature & Poetry 


prospectus 


Start today - send for fı 


THE LONDON SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM 


on W2 3HG 


SW, 22 Upbrook Mews, Loncdl 


Fax: +44 171 706 3780 Email: info@lsjournalism,com 


ROVER METRO 
FORD RESTA 
IT "4 
ROVER 416 & 216 


IE "° 


Car Rental £89.00 per week 


& FREE HOTEL ACCOMODATION 


This Winter you can rent a car for 
£89.00 which is the lowest price 
anywhere in the UK. Added to 
this we are throwing in three 
days accommodation for four 
people absolutely free 


MARTINS 
Selpleiet— 


fax +44 1256 8405 
phone +44 1256 24448 
Quote ref: GDWKN 


Specialists 


Hiring a car in 


the UK this 
year ? 
OUR PRICES WILL 
NOT BE BEATEN 
Unlimited mileage mee! & 


greet at ManchesteriLondon 


£99” 


New Care fully Inclushe 


TEL! +44 1483 360046 
FAX: +44 1483 B60187_ 


CAR HIRE 


iu fert : 0 

PRICES PER WEEK 

FROM E OOD mecuuDad cou ã VAT) 

# LOW, LOW PRICES & GREAT SERVICE FROM A WORLDWIDE 
COMPANY & FULLY INCLUSIVE AATES Bf WIDE RANGE OF 


VEHICLES IF OVER 60 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE 
& CALL, WRITE OR FAX TO OUR CENTRAL RESERVATIONS 


TELEPHONE FACSIMILE, 
01494 442 110 01484 474 732 


THRIFTY CAA RENLAL THE OLD COURTHOUSE HUOHDIOEN RAO HIGH WIOOUBE BUCKS HP 13 SOT 


ACCESS CAR HIRE U.K 
Horncastle Garage Ltd (Dept. #) 
Bah Roitl. Rendhng, Berkshire BCU 2HS 


SPECIAL OFFERSI! 


AVAILABLE ON SELECTED MODELS 
DURING OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 
AIRPOAT TERMINAL MEET & GREET SERVICE 
PLEASE WRITE PHONE OR FAX FOR DETAILS 


FIESTA 1.1 LX SDR 
Only £235.00 for 2 weeks 


Fully inclusive of comprehensive Ineurance 
CDW, dalivery/collactlon to Heathrow, Gatwick or 
Central London, unllmitod miloags and VAT. 


To advertise in the Guardian Weekly please 
contact the Sales Team on 


TEL. +44 {0) 161 834 6686 
E-mall weeklyads@guardian, co.uk 
or write to 
164 Deansgate Manchester 
M60 2RR England 


FINANCE 25 


Bonn deal 
boost for 
Eurofighter 


lan Traynor In Bonn 


HE German government 

has reached a breakthrough 
agreement on funding the 
$70 billion Eurofighter project 
that should safeguard up to 
100,000 jobs in Britnin. The 
deal comes after months of in- 
fighting, which had threatened to 
parniyse the four-country 
scheme. 

The Bonn cabinet, according 
to reports herc last Sunday, has 
cleared the major hurdle holding 
up the Eurofighter, by agrcelng 
that the defence and finance 
ministries will, over four years, 
Jointly fH an $1.3 billion funding 
ahorlall. 

With Briain commilted to 
buying 232 of the ncw fighter 
aircraft, Germany is expected to 
announce it will purchase 180. 
The agreement ends monilıs of 
uncertainty that hus held up the 
signing of a memorandum of 
underatanding between Britain, 
Germany, Haly and Spain. 

Whitehall csimntes the pro- 
ject will crente 16,000 jobs 
dirvclUy and 8۰1,000 indirectly, 
bul as many as 300,000 jobs 
could be securvcl owing lo ux- 
port orders. The irnl nrerufl is 
duc to be delivered to (he RAF in 
2001 und to go Into serviec n 
year later, 

Briüsh Acronpace, responsi 
ble for the Hriish end of the 
project, inlends constructing Lhe 
replacement for the AHN 

Pharitonı bomber Ht two plants 
in Lancashire, Wharlon tnd 
Sanılesbury, and at Brough, 
Humtersidc. Engines would 
be provided by Rolls-Royce in 
Bristol. 

The German cabinet agree- 
ment means that clefence spend- 
ing on other arcas will need to be 
cut to compensate, Last month, 
Mr Kohl conceded there was no 
immediate unoney available for a 
high-prestige joint apy satellite 
project with France, and an- 
nounced that Bonn was delaying 
its participation by at least a 
year. 

The decision did little to 
bolster Franco-German rela- 
tions, since Mr Kohl and the 
French president, Jacques 
Chirac, had announced the 
project amid much fanfare 
exactly a year earlier. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES 


Rterling rataa Btarling ratea 
January &__ Dacember 16 

Aatraba 2.1380-2.1388 | 20051-2.0977 
Ausra 1853-1855 | 18 15-18 17 
Batğlum 5425-5439 | 53 18-83.68 
Canada 2 3082-2.3104 | 2.2088-2270 
Denmark. ' 1005-10.07 #87۰9 ê8 
Franca ° 890-8.91 4.1-8.7 
Germany . Î 2.6351-2.6377 | 2 6802-25820 
Hong Kong Î 1302-1303 | 1285-1286 
Ireland ' 1.0127-1.0146 Î og920-1.0008 
aly 26912.593 | 2041-245 
Japan 14.86-105,11 | 189 32-189 a7 
Netherlands | 2 9543-2.9001 '| 2.8955-2498 . 
New Zealand | 2.2771-2.3802 | 23731-2.3784 
Nowy 10.88-10.83 | 10.76-10.77 
Portugal Î 204.33-204.30 | 260.15-260.48 
Span 221.47-221.77 : | 217.0621727 
Sunden . UTO-.72 | 113-125 
Swilzerandl, j 2 2821-2.2820 | 2.2034-2.2089 
USA ' | 16812-10852 Û 16613-1 G24 
ECU 1.3582.1.2606 | 13378-1. 


ا 
FTSELOO Share Index up 112.7 41 4100.6. FTSE 250‏ 


lndex up 140.2 at (B1 7.4. Gokd dovm EO.80 at $358.78. 


But it is not all gloom, Mr 
Hashimoto is showing signs of hit- 
ting back at Japan's conformist 
protectioniam. Facecl with official 
forecasts that, without refornn, the 
country will be lucky to achieve 
long-term growth of 1.75 per cent, 
he has announced a shakeup af the 
financial markets. 

A decision to break up the Nip- 
pon Telegraph and Telephone Cor- 
poralion to spur competition is in 
the offing, and the cabinet is draw- 
ing up a nuclı broader package to 
revilalise wholesale, relail, housing 
and transportation markets in the 
ıuew ycar, 

It will be a slow process, because 
the Japanese are a conservalive peo- 
ple, but notlıing else has workecl. 
The days of Japan's double«ligit 
growth are gone. Japan's lwin policy 
of financial reforın and deregulation 
antl the opening of its frontiers lo 
sirenms of visilors may work. But 
Japan will have to countcennnce i 
swifter change than it has so [ar 
been rently to concede; otherwise, 
the more confidem ligers will take 
over her lair. 

Charlotie Denuy adds. Japan 
neeıls a diel of spending cuts and 
lax increases lo tackle its bloated 
public sector deficit, accorcling to 
the Organisalion for Economic Co- 
operalion aul Development, the 
leading think-tank of the indusLri- 
alisedl countries, 

In ils annual report on he Japan 
ex ecuDOMY, relvased last week the 
UECD recuumends lhal, will lhe 
economy filly in recwvery, the 
governmenl's priority should be n 
reduce ils deficit by raising sales 
taxes and streamlining publiv 
spNdiAK. 


je unemployed? PHOTO. BERNARD ANNEBICQUE 


Mozambique imposed its own modi- 
fied adjustment policy, which led to 
significant growth and falling infla- 
tion. By 1991, GNP per capita lad 
risen to $115 and inflatiari had fallen 
to 21 per cent. 

That year the IMF imposed ils 
stabilisation policy. Each year since 
then, GNP per capita las fallen. 
Mozambique now has a per capila 
GNP of $100, the lowest in the 
world, according to the UN's 1996 
Human Developınent Report, Indus- 
rial production rose in the, lale 
1980s — during the war — but has 
fallen each year since stabilisation 
was imposed and is now half of the 
1990 level. ا‎ 

The Cathulic Bishop of Nampula, 
Dom Manuel Vigira Pinto, şays thal 
“the IMF must stop looking. only al 
ils computers and look al real 
people in Mozamblque”, And he 
asks: “Will this all cnd violently?" 


this upheaval in Japanese culture, 
he also ponders what life could be 
like if his country does nol take this 
leap into the unknown. The yen con- 
tinues to float against the dollar and 
in the long term, he believes, the 
rate wlll decline to 150 or even 
more, Into this uncertain pot, he 
stirs the cirift away from Japanese 
factories to parls of Asia where 
labour is cheaper — and to Britain. 
Some 10 per cent of Japan's produc- 
tion is now outsicle tle country antl 
the gap is widening. 

All this could set the stage for a 
long-awaited slowdown betwcen 
opposing forces in the political 
establishment. Since lis re-eleclion, 
the prime minister, Ryutaro Hashic 
moto has undertaken a broadl re- 
form uf Japan's heavily regulatecl 
cecononiy. A successful (leregulalion 
prograınme that began list month, 
targeting 14 different areas, may 
leacl lo new growth ian prorluce 
lower prices fur bolh consumers 
and companies, 

Bul it will be tough to persıuacle 
the bureaucrats to dismanlle the 
well-tried syslem of shielded 
domestic markets, inflated prices al 
hone and strong exports. If lhe 
civil servanls hold sway, the prolec- 
tive planning thal fûr so long lias 
#dominaled Japan's clomestie ceo- 
nomy cuuld lead lo ils longterm 
decline. 

Mr Haslimolo has l» uct, Unless 
he takes a knife (o Japan's excessive 
living arl wage vcosls, cunsumer (le- 
mancl will lag antl firms will searcl! 
for cheaper accunmmocllior abruad. 


Mozambique 


denıocracy. “If the government does 
not renegotiate its accord with the 
IMF, peace is threatened," warns 
Pedro Chibala, an official of Sin- 
tract, the independent drivers’ 
union. 

Last year there was good rainfall 
and a record maize crop. The 1.7 mil 
lion returnecl refugees look forward 
to earning their first big cash surplus. 
But piles of ınaize remaln tinsold: 
thousands of tons will rot. 

Roads remain closed because the 
IMF has forced the government, 
donor nations and the World Bank 
to cut back on road repair. . 

The IMF policy has nowy been in 
force for more than [ive years, but is 
a manifest failure, even in the orğan- 
isation's own terms, In the late 
1980s, at the height of ‘ihe war, 


Japan isn’t working any more 


idence that a longer-terın cultural, 
political and econontic malaise may 
see Japan left behind by its flourish- 
ing Pacific neighbours. 

Consumer spending, which ac- 
counts for 60 per cent of the 
economy, dropped last November 
by 4.6 per ceııt — one uf the biggesl 
monthly falls on record. Govern- 
ment officials, wishing to make light 
of the drop, cite the adverse impact 
of acool summer and an outbreak of 
food poisoning on retail and restau- 
rani sales, But consumers have kept 
their wallets shut for years. 

While Japan's most important 
multinationals have shown signs of 
recovery, lhe clonestic econoıny is 
stuck. Over the past quarter, it has 
grown by 0.1 per cent. This year, 
the Nomura research instilute esli- 
mates, Japan's GDP will improve by 
fille more (han 1 per cent. 

Euter Professor Hirosli Take- 
uclıi, chairman of Japan's long-lerm 
credit bank research institute and a 
top government adviser, He is leacl- 
ing a task group to investigate ways 
of encouraging tourisın on a grand 
scale, bringing in not just the Kore- 
ans and Taiwanese, but Americans 
and Europeans and, although it al- 
most hurts him to say it of Japan's 
natural enemy, the Chinese. 

To launch the initialive, Prof 
Takeuchi intendls to tap the latent 
taleıl uf thousands of Japanese 
wives who lave loured oversens 
witlı their husbancls. They will tak: 
charge of a network of new informa- 
tion centres in every town ancl city. 

As Pruf Takeuchi contemplates 


Trouble ahead: WII these youngsters have to join the ranks of th 


is taking a narrowly monétarist line, 
arguing that the already minimal 
level of demand must be further 
reduced to bring down inflation be- 
fore investment can be allowed to 
increase supply. ۴ 8 

Mozambique was a cold war battle- 
field: the decadedong conflict killed a 
million people And caused damage in 
excess of $25.3 billlon, The war 
entled with a peace accord in 1992 
and highly praised multiparty elec- 
tions in October 1994, 

Donors want to help Mozam- 
bique rebuild, but the IMF has 
iisisted that donörs spend $190 mil- 
lion less tlis year than İn 1994 oni re- 
construction, whicl, it regards as 
inflationary. SIS 

Fears are growing that people 
will see no gains fronı peace and 


IMF pulls plug on 


January 12 1987 


The land of the sinking 
yen is in economic crisis. 
Keith Harper in Tokyo 
asks what's going wrong 


nomic superpower, second 

only to the United States, had 
been — until the 1990s — one of this 
century's most dramatic changes in 
he global pecking orcler. 

But as the yen soared to new 
heights against the dollar at the 
start of this decade, the cracks in 
Japan's industrial, political ancl fi- 
nancial structures began to emerge. 
Japanese products, which in the 
1970s and 1980s were the best made 
and most price competitive in the 
world, lost their allure. Like the 
multinationals in Europe and North 
America, the great trading houses 
were forcedl to move production off- 
shore to their more compelitive 
neighbours in tle Pacific Basin, 
Britain and North America. 

With the hollowing out of the 
industrial base came a financial 
implosion. The supervision and 
management of Japanese banks wns 
shown to be deeply flawed, leacling 
10 a loss of confidence, which male 
ihe Nikkei, the star stock market 
index of the 1980s, a laggarcl that 
almost tolally missed oıt on the 
raging bull marke! thal has taken 
New York and the European 
bourses to the lightest levels in their 
history. 

The completion of the Uruguay 
irade ruund — (lexigned to open 
Japanese nıarkels — and the deci- 
sion by lhe seven strungest evv 
nomic powers 1» (levalue the yet 
against the dullır brought about 
long-awaited relief. 

There was i belief that Japan 
vould ball the economic decline, 
anl the lack of initiative and 
dynanuisnı {hat kept it in recessioll 
during ımuch of the present decacle. 
At the start of 1996 it looked as if 
the sleeping giant would be aroused 
from its slumber. The International 
Monetary Fund, perhaps more in 
hope than expectation, predicted 
that recovery would gain momen- 
lum after the protracted downturn. 
The deflationary forces thal had 
crushed asset prices and optimisın 
were in retreat, 

For a few months the West 
breathed again: growth in Japan 
would counteract the slowdowns 
expected in the US after a pro- 
1 expansion and in Europe as 
it adjusted to monetary union. 

However, there is growing ev- 


APAN'S emergence as an eco-‏ ل 


م ا ا ا ا 
Joseph Hanlon :‏ 


Pace HAS not brought pros- 
perity to Mozambique. Four 
years after the end of the civil war, 
the poorest country in the world is 
@towing poorer. 
„ The reason is that the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund has ruled 
lhat annual infation must bê 
brought below 15 per cent before 
there canı be significant post-war 
reconstruction. This policy is called 
“stabilisation”, but the former fi- 
nance minister, Magid Osman, 
Warns: “Putting stabilisation first 
Inakes instability more likely." 
laying reconstruction is the 
Opposite of the successful policies of 
Europe and Asia in the 1940s, after 
the second world war. But the IMT 
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Letter from Antarctica Clive Evans 


Life in the freezer 


around Ross Island from their başe 
camp at Cape Evans to an enıperor 
penguin rookery on Cape Crozier. 
They wautecl 1o collect eggs to pro- 
vicle evidence about the evolution. 
ary origin of birds. The trin had to 
be undertaken in the freezing Jark- 
ness of winter because of tlhe Imal- 
ing lıabits of the emperor penguin. 

It soon became a nightmare, 
Temperatures plummeted tı -60C 
alll winds reached hurricane force, 
Later, the three men hal the unhe- 
lievable misfortune of losing their 
tent lo the wind, only to find il again 
in an undamiıged state. Without a 
tent they prnbably wuuldl never 
have made il back alive to Cape 
Evaus, but they dlicl, and wilh three 
treasıırecl emperor penguin eggs in 
their possession. The eggs were ul- 
timately of little scientific relevance. 
By 1934. when they hacl finally bern 
subjectecl to detailed analysis, the 
great evolutionary debate haul 
passed them by. It must have 
broken the heart of Apsley Cherry- 
Garrard, the sole survivor, who had 
delivered the eggs faithfully to the 
British Museum 21 years earlier. 

Our helicopter clroppecl ux off a1 a 
vantage point on Cape Crozier, frum 
where I could see clusters of eınper- 
ors milling at the edge of the icv. 
Sucldenly streams of penguins shot 
out ofthe water to [lee a pod of killer 
whales, The colony seemed highly 
agitated as the killers idly cruised 
the ice eclge, but this time lhe waler 
didn't turn red. 


We enjoyed a picnic lunch Over 


looking the emperors aud bathed iı 
sunny -6C weather before radioing 
in the Iroquois to collect us. On the 
return journey we flew over Scult 
Base and landed on the sea ice just 
past Cape Evans. Some Werldell 
senls and a few ermperors had taken 
advantage of the cracks in the sta 
ice to come on to aqua firma. Ever 
curious, the penguins wacldled their 
way towards us, coming to within an 
arm's reach to pose for pholos. 

I drank my afternoon tea and 
reflected on the enormity of what J 
had just done. I had essentially com” 
pleted the worsl journey in the 
world, but I had done it in a matter 
of hours. This is not to say that the 
life of the moclern-day Antarctic VISI” 
tor is without its own clıallenges: 
the powdered milk on my tea left 
little lumps that had to be removed. 
one by one, with a spoon. 


Any answers? 


/ HAVE heard that if a drop of 
whisky is put on a scorplion’s 
back it will sting itself to death. 
Is this true and why? — Gerard 
Mackay, Nesscliffe, Shropshire 


WET is the minimum size 
for Noah’s Ark on the basis 
of two of every known 8| 

and enough food for six weeks , 
(assuming the animals wouldu't 
eat each other)? — Colin 
Matthews, London 


HAVE a treasured newspaper 

photograph about 10 years 
old. What can I do to stopit 
deteriorating? — Val Mainwobd, 
Wivenhoe, Essex 


Answers should be e-mailed lO 
weekiy@guardian.co.uk, faxed to 
0171/44171-242-O085, or posted 
to The Guardian Weekiy, 75 Farring- 
don Road, London EC1M 3HQ 


NTIL relatively recently any 
1 / exploration of the deep 

south required a journey by 
sea. Most of the early Antarctic 
explorers no (loubt dreadecl the 
desiructivê power of the southern 
oceans as much as they did the ex- 
treme environment of the Antarctic 
itself, 

For the moclern-day visitor, con- 
jure up not waves of unimaginable 
height pounding the very life out of 
our vessel as we sail south, nor 
piercingly cold winds thal neither 
flesh nor fibre can resist as we slog 
by foot over the continent. Picture 
instead the relatively mild discom- 
fort of military air transport, which 
these days can deliver its cargo to 
within a few metres of any specified 
location on the globe. 

My seven-hour flight south from 
New Zealand was aboard an ageing 
Hercules. Our mission was to collect 
fish froın different localities around 
Ross Island and to compare the im- 
pacts of pollutants, such as (liesel 
fuel, on their health. Generally 
speaking, Antarctica is a pristine en- 
vironment but the effects of huınan 
activities are hard to contain. 

Probably the worst affected place 
is Winter Quarters Bay, the site of 
the old dump at McMurdo station. 
In the past, most Antarctic junk was 
simply abandoned on the ice, which 
duly thawed and sent its cargo of 
rubbish to the bollom of the ocean. 
This included fuel drums, broken 
machinery and much of the every- 
day rubbish generated by a small 
town whose population reached 
1,000 in the sunımer months. Nowa- 
days environmental concerns are 
taken seriously but the legacy of our 
earlier, cavalier attitude remains. 

We needed to collect samples for 
scientific analysis. That is to say we 
need to indulge in a spot of fishing. 
To achieve this in some comfort, we 
placed a heated hut over a hole 
drilled in the ice and then lowered 
our lines. We sampled our fish as 
we went and kept up to schedule so 
that by the end of the week we were 
able to take advantage of a heli- 
copter fight from Scott Base to 
Cape Crozier. 

Of all the southern explorations 
there is one that truly deserves its 
reputation as the worst journey in 
the world, It involved a journey by 
sledge for three of Captain Robert 
Svotts 1910 Terra Nova team, 


This was a racy account of the 
drunken, behaviour of Regency 
bucks and gave rise to the terms 
“Tonrand-Jerrying" (1828) for 
loutish behaviour. In 1862 anı Ameri- 
can guide to alcoholic drinks gave a 
recipe for a spicy punch called 
“Tonrand-Jerry”. In Britain, a low 
beer-house was called a “Tom-and- 
Jerry” (1865). 

The names became inseparably 
tinked, so when a tomcat was made 
the protagonist of a cartoon series, 
it was inevitable that his mouse an- 
tagonist would be called Jerry, — 
Dermod Quirke, Halifax, W Yorkshire 


INCE the original book was 

Three Men On The Bummel, 
was this a mistake on the part of the 
enquirer or has literature fallen vic- 
tim to the modern craze of down- 
sizing? Are we to eagerly await the 
publication of A Gentlemen Of 
Verona, Wuthering Height, A Tale 
Of One City antl The Only Child 
Karanıazov? — D W ‘Cameron, 
Birchencliffe, Huddersfield 


Sinqoblle Mablıcnn rcccives the staff of authority from Zimbabwe’s minister of local government, John 
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Nkomo, us shc succeeds her father as chicf of the Nswazl people 


African warriors hail woman chief 


Ms Mabheua is a combination of 
the old Africa and the new. During 
the week she lives in Bulawayo, 
where she is studying to be & prt 
mary schoolteacher. She wears 
short skirts, high heels and lıas a 
boyfriend, who is a schoolteacher. 
At weekends she goes back to her 
family's rural home where she 
meets in council with the Mabhena 
clan’s elders. 

Five other chiefs witnessed the 
event, as well as the governor of 
Matabeleland South province and 
the local MP, Her investiture, how- 
ever, does not bring an end to the 
controversy. The ceremony was 
boycotted by several chiefs and 
political figures, and the attendance 
of 800 was smaller than the 2,000 
that had been anticipated. 

But Ms Mabhena's grandmother, 
Gogo Flora Masuku, is outspokenly 
in favour, “Î am very, very happy to 
see a female chief. Women nıust 
stand up for their rights ancl ad- 
vance tlıeir pusition. Women fought 
to end Rhodesia. We now have 
female cabinet ministers ancl air- 
plane pilots. Why not chiefs? Is the 
queen of Britain a man? Women can 
be leaders." 


minister for local government, John 
Nkumo, to ululations and cheers, 

“Chief Howard Mabhena died in 
1943 and he had no son to succeed 
hir. [t therefore fell upon his eldest 

daughter, Sincıobile, to succeed hin 
antl she has taken up her chieftain- 
ship responsibilities with humility," 
he said. 

He explained that Ms Mabhena’s 
investiture had been delayed by 
more than a year because of objec- 
tions. “The government held 
lengthy discussions and the Nswazi 
people insisted they would rather 
have Sinqobile than a male chief 
who would not have been appointed 
by them. All's well that ends well." 

A chief's main responsibilities are 
to preside over hearings to seltle 
family disputes and matters of prop- 
erty. “I want to look at all sides in 
any dispute and to be fair,” said Ms 
Mabhena. “I don't want lo only take 
the woman's side or to just take the 
nıan's side." 

As well-wishers crowdecl round to 
congratulate Ms Mabhena, she 
wiped tears from her eyes. “Î just 
thought about this whole thing, the 
history, nıy father, the future, the 

responsibility, everything," she said. 


Andraw Meldrum 
in Matandele, Zimbabwe 


URROUNDED by governntent 

ministers and tribal chiefs, Sinc 
«obile Mabhena appears a nıodel of 
female subservience as she bows 
her head and murlestiy lowers her 
eyes. Bul this demure 23-year-old 
has rocked Zimbnbwe's traditional 
cullure hy becoming one of the first 
women to take on the powerful 
mantle of tribal chief. 

“| know many people are oppose(l 
to me becoıning chief because I at 
a woman," said Ms Mabhena. “I wil! 
prove to them thal [ can work as 
much as a man. Being a woman 
tloesn't nıean you are disabled." 

Ms Mabhena was installed last 
monlh as chief of the estimated 
100,000 people of the Nswazî conı- 
smunal area in southern Zimbabwe. 
The ceremony featuredl dashing 
Ndebele warriors in leopard skin 
luincloths, old women in bone neck- 
laces intoning the spirits of their an- 
ceslors, several choirs, drumming 
and, ofcourse, a feast of food. 

"1 bring your community a Christ 
mas present, your new chief, Sin- 
(jobile Mahbhena,” said Zimbabwe's 


Notes & Querles Joseph Harker 


tions that the universe has a dia- 
meter of 13 billion light years and 
then we apply one of the smallest 
units of measure, the Angslrom, we 
conte up with the (ascinating result 
that the volume of the observable 
universe equals 2.4 million google 
cubic Angsiroms. — Andy Parkin, 
Leeds 


N THE Jerome K Jerome 

nove! Two Men On The 
Bummel, a reference is made to 
Tom and Jerrylam, Since this 
predates the cartoon characters, 
who are or were Tom and Jerry? 


OM AND JERRY were chara 

ters created by Pictce Egan 
(1772-184% in lıis Life In London; 
Or The Day Al Nigll Scenes Of 
Jerry Hawthorne And His Elegant 
Friend Corinthian Tom, Accomya- 
niedl By Bob Logic (1820-1). 


of Mineworkers have all been dis- 
proved. Although he could probably 
have been elected a Labour MP in a 
mining constituency for life, his 
fidelity to socinlisn has overridden 
that comfortable option. — Rf L 
Clifford, Sudbury, Suffolk 


G@OOQOL is 10" (1 fol. 
lowccl by 100 zeros). Can 


there possibly be n googol af any- 
thing in the universe? 


HYSICIST David Bolin, in 

Wloleness And The Implicale 
Order, suggests lut 1here may be 
I universes existing siınultane- 
ously — or maybe more, So we may 
be in only btne o A googol of 
universes. — Christopher Let, 
Shrawley, Worcester 


F WE lake a conservative esti- 
mate based on quasar observa- 


HEN 1 was stung by 

nettles as a child, there 
were nhvays dock leaves ncarby. 
Whurt's happened to them? 


HBVIOUSLY”, lots of peuple have 
been stung. — Pefer Meyrick, 
Fuctoucan, France 


HEY are all growing on tny alloi- 
ment. — Terence Hall, Pendle- 
hua y, Manchester 


AN ANYONE restore my 

faith by citing n few iclols of 
the 20th century who are alill 
ubovv reproach? 


SUBMIT (litt Arthur Scargill is 
stklı an klol. Denigrated by the 
ırıvtlia, the farrago of slurs axl alle- 
HAliuns about his character, his per- 
sonal life, his firanvitl probity ancl 
Jifs cevotion tu the National Union 


۱ 
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atout boot coming through a 
shocldy door. 

A daughter ia kuıocked down 
(“There doesn’t appcar to be any 
brain damagc."). Roh helps the 
war effort. (“We can provide the 
horseshoes!”). The house 
catches fire (“Help”). Bess trav- 
els abroad (“I cannot believe 
we'll be in England tomorrow!”). 
Nor, seeing thc Eiffel Tower, can 
I. It was all shot in Texas. 

Men come and go but her 
money lasts, so ll pass on some 
of her financial advice. She has 
jııst given her grand-daughter 
the customary colossal marriage 
cheque. 

Grand-daughter: “I don’t 
know whnt to sony." 

Reus: “Say you'll always 
remembcr that capital is to be 
invested and only income is to 
be apent.” 

And another thing. Ifyou 
marry Nigel Havers, make n will 
leaving (he lot to {he cal. 


The wigs make it well worth 
watching to the end, Bess turns 
into Mrs Merton. Her black maid, 
who is not 8o rich, is not so luclcy. 

The world turna. There are 
penny farthings, then Model T 
Fords, Clothes get prettier, then 
uglier, Plumbing succecds cham.» 
ber pots. It is not unlike ime- 
lapse photography in which the 
countryside freezes, flowers and 
fruita İn flve minutes. Or, in (he 
case of A Women Of Independent 
Means, five hours. 

There is a certain simple truth 
about the writing. You recognise 
her pains and problems — and 
her props. My grandmother 
worc a nightcap like that with a 
ribbon-coverced bulton on top 
and circles of ribbon and laces 
sewn round it; and, ke Rcas's 
mnther-in-law (Brenda Fricker), 
she never sald “pregnant", she 
anid “confined”, 

Brenda l'ricker fives her 
scenes unexpecled punch, lke 11 


thinking the woman is neurotlc, 
he drowna her in the hath and 
dumps her body at sea. 
Sprinkling sea salt in the bath 
was, I thought, a particularly 
deft touch. 

At this point the tension is 
tightest. Twisting and coiling like 
an eel in murky water, he alith- 
ers out of Lrouble but, in his 
dreams, she riacs from the 
water, screaming, “Never!” If it 
weren't for Brian Tufano's pearly 
seascapes, I'd say it would look 
even better in black and white, 

Bess, not to be confused with 
Beth, is another rich woman. 
Neither of her husbands trica to 
murder her, which, at limes, 
seems a pliy. Bess is a spirited, 
turm-oflhe-century Dallns heiress 
at the start of A Woman Of 
Independent Means (Channel 4). 


troduced a salt-water crocodile 
— surely with a bit of a struggle 
— into her swimming pool. 

Beth (Gina McKee), who is 
married to Richard (Nigel 
Havers), ia understandably 
twitchy. She has a quizzicai right 
eyebrow, which is put to increas- 
ingly urgent use, 

Richard's first wife falls to her 
death from a balcony. Then his 
mother-in-law is precipitated 
through a windscreen, Never — 
as grannie used to say — two 
without three. 

He urgently nceds half a mil- 
lion and she has inherited just 
that. (Element Of Doubt ia spon- 
sored by Midland Bank, who, 
presumably, failed to stump up.) 
As she grows ever more fright- 
ened, his charm and considera- 
tion increase. Just as you are 
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With the best will in the world 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smith 


LEMENT Of Doubt 
5 (Carlton) opened with a 

running bath, That is 
always ominous in a thriller, 
Joseph Smith, the brides-in-the- 
bath murderer, used to play 
Nearer My God To Thee on the 
organ after lis exertions in the 
bathroom. And, aince Psycho, 
showera are ominous too. It is a 
wonder that people of a nervous 
disposition can bear to get 
washed at all. 

Element Of Doubt has a deep, 
dirty, disused swimming pool 
10o, with something at the bot- 
fom. I was reminded of an 
Australian mini-series in wlıich 
the husband of a rich woman in- 


commancling perfornıance. Sone 
piintings are only big. Kieler 
manages lo be enormous, sumbre, 
delicate, porlemMuus, niglinririsl, 
illustrative, reputilive, overstretched 
al utterly memorable, all at onc’, 

He is alsa, thankfully, an ironisl, 
“vorything we say is fiiun . .. 
irony is indispensable, Whit we say 
is always a bil ridiculous... people 
wurtls wilhotl irony 


Ihe references — ils thu fact heyr 
ere thal cous, 1h fictions itl 
elrive his iniuginatiun. 

lı is in umeven show, bul une in 
which Kirier puls Le Gerim piisl 
behind hin. Amid the dense esir 
terica, the sıınfluwers aud Ue unr 
tations, are sone ınarvcllous things. 
The sunflowers are everywhere, in 
stark paintings of llıeir black, blown 
heads wilting against whiteness: 
silhoueltecl and surrounding tle 
waoclcuts of a nakecl mar real suit 
flower’ seecls exploding in star-burst 
galaxies across the paintings, ejacu- 
laions uf black seecls, squalls of 
them, skies of thenı. The seecls are 
like star's for Kicfer and fhey at once 
aerate and exacerbate his paintings, 
like clouds of cluster flies, like parli- 
eles of light from the black sun af 
melancholy, 

In Kiefer's vast paintings of a vast 
North African desert, beautifully in- 
stalled at the South London Gallery, 
a rain of black seeds explodes over 
the milky skies, over the wadis, rills 
and scarps which stretch into the 
pallid blue distance. These Iıge 
paintings — I hate to almit — made 
me feel like fainting. The evil, Albert 
Speerlike buildings in some works 
al d'Offay's rear up under a black 
sky broken by searchlights and ra- 
diated by numbers, the calibrations 
of a kind of vertigo. A painting of a 
decaying, ruined Mayan pyramid, 
The Golden Bull, references the di- 
vision of the colonles in Latin Amer- 
ica by Pope Alexander VÎ, enemy of 
Savanarola. A irickle of gold rııns 
down the broken stones, an intima- 
tion of sacrifice and the transubstan- 
tlation of bloocl and gold. 

Germany, ft turns out, was not 
the only natlon that dared to dream, 
and where the dreanı lurned into a 
nightmare: “Spiritual understanding 
of the idea of metamorphosis makes 
it easier to die,” Kjefer has said... 
“That is what the figure is thinking 
about in some of my paintings." He 
fies beneath Van Gogh's blackened 
sunflowers, and in the shadow of 
the pyramid, wondering where the 
' hell to go next, .. 


PHOTOGRAPH. MARTIN GOD! 


Gallery unlil February marks a 
change of emphasis, although Kiefer 
is still te Romantic wary of Roman- 
ticism, the history painter susp 
cious of historicism, the sceptical 
would-be mystic in the material 
world. 

Taken as a whole, Kiefer's new 
work is as difficult as it is com 
pelling, Always a bibliophile, Kiefer 
has developed a taste for reading 
the kind of stuff that gives you bed 
sores: esoteric texts, burrowing to 
the metaphysical arcana of Robert 
Fludd, the English Rosicrucian; the 
17th century Spanish poetry of 


` Francesco de Queveclo, alchemical 


texts, Biblical references, the Cab- 
alla, C G Jung, all. stitched together 
in a way that ends up as indigestible 
and intentionally preposterous ‘as 
Umberto Eco's Foucault's Pendu- 
lum. Luckily, no one ıhas as yet 
alerted Kiefer to the joys of yogic 
flying, but there is the teensiest 
glimmer of New Age waffle about 
his newest stew of references, how- 
ever soulful the work appears. 

But Kiefer is not so easily dig 
posed of. What we have in this new 
doublealot show is an uneven but 


. . Anselm Klefer's colossal The Sixth Trump 


and irritated with all that teutonic 
heavy breathing. Weren't all his 
paintings depressingly distressed? 
Great washed-up, weathered 
wrecks, overladen with their guilt- 
sodden cargoes? The work became 
both more obvious and more gener- 
alised, and Kiefer seemed to be 
sinking under his own weight. It 
even occurred to some that the 
artist was half in love with the his- 
tory he was trying to exorcise. 


IEFER himself became 
K aware that there could be a 

problenı. In an interview 
earlier this year he sald: “I 1 had 
started cultivating post-war gloom, it 
would have become a manner, a 
manneriemı . . . the antithesîs of art.” 
One could quibble over the if, but 
then artists are allowed to cover 
their tracks. In 1991, the year of Ger- 
man reunification, Kiefer closed his 
studio and moved, first to New York, 
then to tlie south of France, near 
Montpelier. For a while, he stopped 
making art. Kiefer’s rebirth, and his 
reemergence in Britain in a lwo- 
venue show of new work at Anthony 
d'Offay and at the South London 


Hitting the helghts . 


his commentators, and for a while 
Anselm Kiefer, wunderkind scion of 
the late, great Joseph Beuys, could 
do no wrong. 

It was also difficult to disentangle 
one's feelings towards the momen’ 
tousness of his subject — German 
history, and how to addreas it — 
from the intrinsic merits of the 
works themselves. Through the 
eighties, Kiefer's atelier grew into a 
kind of industry. He enıployed tril- 
lions of assistants, lis paintings 
were weathered and distressed to 
give them the look of age, use, time 
and value, They seemed to roll off a 
production Hine — Klefers war 
effort — an art which stood as a 
proud analogue to European culture 
in general: a palimpsest, built on its 
own ruins. And then came Kiefer’s 
lead doodlebugs, : lead batlıtubs, 
lead libraries-and leaden gravitas. 
Kiefer became, by the end of the 
. last decade, a circus on permanent 
world tour, and he began to look 
‘like just another artist on the make, 
!overinflated and blighted by his 
‘own reputation, and the demands of 
: museum curators and colectors. 
But then his audience got bored 


Seeing 
a bigger 
picture 


ART 

Adrlan Searle 
BALDING man lying 
among (iry stalks and 


leaves, beneatlı ink-blot sun- 
flowers gone to seed. Perhaps he's 
sleeping. Maybe he's dead. It is an 
unexpected self-portrait of the 
| arlisl, supine in a field, in the Hatha 
' Yoga position of shavasana. Heav- 
ens above, it's Anselm Kiefer. Dur- 
ing the seventies and eighties Kiefer 
produced ane of the more con- 
tentious bodies of work to coıne out 
of Germany İn the post-war periocl. 
| His momentous exhibition at the 
1 Whitechapel Gallery in 1981 iım- 
pressed the British arl audience, 
and the public, with his sombre pa- 
rade of history-laclen, ınessy, huge, 
burnt-out landscapes, his blastecl 
heaths and foresls, his wrecked 
Valhallas. 

Written on to the paintings, as well 
as noted in their titles, were quotes 
from Holocaust poet Paul Celan, 
nods to Wagner and German myth, 
intinations of the mentality of war 
and destruction. These were paint- 
ings clogged as much with history as 
with their agglomerations of straw, 
shellac and tar, their sediments of 
Pigment, their churned surfaces. 

Here at last was an artist (as op- 
posed to a historian or a thinker) 
And a painter to boot (rather than a 
filn-maker, a poet or a novelist) 
who had found a way to tackle tlıe 
question of Germanness in the 
wake of National Socialism and the 
Holocaust, Germany's mad collec- 
live dream. 

Kiefer appeared to prove that 
Painting, far from being dead, had 
the innate capacity to deal with the 
issues of the 20th century, 
instead of merely paying lip-service 
to them. 

.„_ Big themes, big ideas, big palnt- 
Ings. Kiefer, who was born on the 
banks of the Rhine In 1945, had ap- 
parently reinvented allegory, his- 
tory painting and war painting, and 
n a manner we were utterly unpre- 
pared for. As much as his work was 
an unexpected revelation, it also 
seemed inevitable. A hushed rever- 
ence overcame his spectators and 
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Star shines 
too bright 
for Blanche 


THEATRE 
Michael Blllngton 


MONG many other things, Ter. 

nessee Williams's A Streetcar 
Naıned Desire is a welupholstered 
vehicle for a star aclress, But while 
Peter Hall's new production has 
manly fine things in it, and Jessica 
Lange is unquestionably a star, I 
clor't feel sure she was born to play 
Blanche Dubois. 

Williams's heroine is both a fad. 
ing relic uf the aristoeralic Amer 
can Soulh and an entbodimeut of 
the poetic spirit and the potential 
artist in all of us. Her particular 
tragedy is that she is brotlghl inlo 
collision in the New Orleans French 
Quarter with ler brutisl, sexy 
brother-in-law, Stanley Kowalski. 
whose mentality, in Harold Clur 
man's words, “provides the soil for 
fascism viewed not a5 a polilical 
movement but as a stale of belg". 
Undeniably, she patronises SLauley: 
but her world of desperate irnagina 
tion is finally destroyed by his crude 
reality. ۴ 

It is a beautiful, poetic play thal 
says a lol abûul human relations aınl 
aboul am Aınerica in whiclı sest 
tivity and aspiriiun arw crushed by ! 
realpolitik. Ru the casting of Lange 
rises prublrins. 

It is not just hat she is Gundi, 
the movies for playing strong, in 
pendent women, J is uit she r 
sesses a healthy, yuullilul bew 
that seeıns at ols with Williant’s 
perlrail of im ei wenig Irie 
ene f xme to the light ud 
italy elpluss before Sranley? 
brutidily. 


LAME conveys sue pels ol 
Blanche very well. Lhe Diuguaur 
certuinly Mere, iu le ney flirts 
tiousness hit fits ber sqUiFUNR J 


ıine perfume in Stnleys ce anl | 
cavurling in ber slip while Uc men | 
play poker. 

She also crumbles very eflt 
tively in lhe final art as Blanche iš 
husllecdl ùff to Lhe anylun, Bul. 
although Lange works hard al he 
role, Î still find it arl to believe 
ber as lhe delicale creature 
Williams's imagination, haun’ 
her amatory past and {he prospet 
of crows’ feet. 

Hall's production, however, sill 
reminds us of the power and beauty 
of the play. William Dudley has dt 
signed an atmospheric set dom 
nated by a highly wrought circular 
staircase. Stephen Edwards's 
tailed sound score is also filled wilt 
the echoes of distant polkas 
blue pianos, e aS e onruslr 
ing roar of thunderous trains. 

“The cast acquit themselves wêl 
Stanley Kowalski is not a part that 
comes naturally to English actor 
but Toby Stephens has the right 
swagger aııd muscularity and, İî 
final gesture when he tears 0 
paper lantern off a light bulb 
ا‎ it to Blanche, emotionl 
cruelty. 2 

Imogen Stubbs also convincing 
presents Blanche's slater, Sie 
a woman happily in thrall to : 
ley’s animal energy. An 
Burgess makes somethirig touch 
of Mitch, eal min who 
almost Blanche's N. 

After 50 years, the play guri 
because it says something touch 
and true about solitude, defeat poet 
the denial of the poetic spirit in 
war America. 


unlikely hero is about the power of 
love to both destroy and redeem, 
and the film certainly gets tliat mes- 
sage across. 

Tf you have Robert De Niro and 
Dustin Hoffman in the same movie, 
you ought to have a head start. But 
Barry Levinson’s Sleepers has only 
a rather dull performance from the 
former and an eccentric cameo 
from the latter. 

The real spark the film has ignitecl 
has been the argument over whether 
Lorenzo Carcaterra's story about 
growing up in Hell's Kitchen, New 
York, and suffering (after a convic- 
tion for street crime) in a 
reformatory full of vicious homo- 
sexual warders is fiction or, as the 
autlıor has claimed, unimproved fact. 
‘The consensus is that it is fiction — a 
bestseller under a false flag. 

Unfortunately, ils origin is not the 
only doubtful element of the story, 
which has been designed by Barry 
Levinson to attack the way the 
American penal system locks 
juvenile offenders in reforınatories. 
In such places they learn nothing — 
except that they are outsiders, 
destined to be resentful towards 
society for life. 

The point is well made. But the 
presentation of the warders as per- 
veris, deterniined to have their 
wicked way with the kids, is hla- 
tanlly homophobic and has been 
heavily criticised by gay spokesmen. 

De Niro is Father Bobby of the 
Church of the tloly Angels. He is 
pralecliyve of bis flock, ancl pariicu- 
larly of tlıe young men wlto live on 
the sireels aml have uther, less 
concerned, menturs, But he can't (lo 
much lur’ Shakes ancl lıis pals (well 
played by Joe Perrino, Bracl Reulr'o, 
Geoffrey Wigdor und Jonallhan 
Tucker) when they almosl cause a 
death after a sireet prank goes 
wrong. They are sent lo reforMir 
tary, where Kevin Bacun and his 
fricıls are wailing to torment then. 

Wien hey cume out, lotally riiu- 
malisel, anl get û chunce ul 
revengv, hey quickly take iı. Thin 
landls then in cnurl again, tlefenclecd 
by Hoffman's alcoholic kıwyer. The 
queslian is, will Father Bubby lic tu 
save lhem [ront the worsl? 

Wi Brad Pitt and Jason Patric 
playing two of the boys as adulls, 
there's a chance the court case will 
end the film with a bang ratlıer Lhiın 
a whimper. But Levinson never cıuite 
sorts out his priorities or where lis 
real sympathies le, Consequently, 
the film has a fudged quality that it 
can never quite get over. 


i 


We then return to the story's 
beginning, during which Alex 
Rafalowicz, as the musically ad- 
vanced but mockecl child, and Noah 
"Taylor, as the intense young man, 
prove almost equully good. 

‘They ancl Ruslı are aiclecl by ex- 
cellenl performances frum Arnıin 
Mucller-stall, who plays the father’, 
and Lynn Redgrave, as the woman 
wlıu rescues him. 

‘The early part of tbe fil is (he 
most controversial: some Jewish 
observers have argued long and 
hard about lhe character of (he 
overfond father and his decision 
that his son should not deserl Ihe 
family. They serm lu feel either 
thal his aıtitude is typical uf a suı- 
vivor uf the Holociusl, ur’ thal it 
would hive been highly unlikely 
for such iı niin, whalever liv past, 
lo iry le prevent his san xelting 
ahead. The father never gives ian 
Adequate reason why tlhe boy 
shouldn't atlempt to (urther his 
career. I's almost as if he is jealous 
of his talent. 

This is the kind of film, witlı ani 
appropriately original score fron 
David Hirschfekler and copious 
draughts of the music Helfgott 
played, that ought to be as much of 
A crossover success as Amadeus, 
Hicks has said that the story of his 
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an for Geoffrey Rush in Shine 
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Saving grace ,.. Lynn Redgrave provides the love of a good wom: 


Brilliantissimo 


umphantly (hanks to the love of a 
gool wenan. 

The whole thing is substantially 
Irne, Hoelfgull, who survive yeiırs 
in a menfal institution, will never he 
"normal" and will enc lis days as 
ihe chill he was never able to be 
when young. He docs, however, 
play concerls — to massive audi- 
vnvces since (he film was madle — 
antl il's lıinı on the soundtrack, too, 
which perhaps shows that there is 
kind of artistic genius that depends 
on fı childlike quality. 

licks, whose previuus work has 
bern uwmtly docuwenulary, doesu'l 
hesitite lo Lell Ihe slor'y au honeslly 
1s pussible. The breakdown svens 
horrendous, its resul a siklly lore- 
gone contwinsiou. And lit secures a 
perlormimece from Geoffrey Rush as 
the adult David that is outstanding. 

Rıısh has to play 1 «leeply eccentric 
character. We are first introduced to 
hinı playiıg the piano in a drinking 
club and being treated like an anı 
able loony. It is almost but not quite 
enibarrassing, since the actor nan- 
ages to balance full-scale lunacy and 
otherworldly loopiness so well that it 
doesn't seem incorrect to laugh. 


recovers tri- 


CINEMA 
Derek Malcolm 


“A T IAST, a great film," 
Steven Spielberg is 
sıppose(l to lave Cex 
eluümudl on seeing Scol Hicks's 
Shine at the Sundance Festival. 
prefer the only slightly less typer- 
bull camımenl of David Flelfgott, 
the classical pianist whom iH is 
abnut, He just sii: " Brillianlissime!" 

BH isnt ciller, bul Hicks bis 
achirved an xlruerclinarily witeli- 
abl and teroughly cununerviil 
lu hil dleacan't insul Ihe imelli- 
gence. Il tells o amazing tury but 
> becoming il it 1 


elirevt. but nat sinuplistic. 

Anson toll Ihe stony night 
think it was Hollywoutl pie-in1hc- 
sky. A young Jewish Australian 
wints 1o be o iinnisl, and his {ather, 
who las furiously nurturvcl his 
son's prodigious talent, orders hin 
nat to leave the family to Lain in 
Bıitain. He insists on going, then 
has a breakdown while playing 
Rachmaninov, but 


Albert Hall. Already, the circus 
is attracting Olympic gold medal 
gymnasts and swimmers. 

Nor have I have never seen 
mote impressive trapeze work, 
such jumping, leaping, diving 
and falling, These aerial artists 
achieve zero gravity, suspend 
themselves in space, walk on air, 
propel themselves in open- 
mouthed wonder 10, 20, 30 
metres into the air, then free-fall, 
skydive and tumble impossibly. 
Performers suspend each other 
by their anklea, feet become 
arms, bodies atand horizontal and 
the spirit soars. It is astonishingly 
difficult and accomplished. 

They may be moved, but we, 
the audience, are curiously not. 
Itis hard to imagine more im- 
pressive skills or such splendid 
physical prowess, but in this 
overproduced, anonymous envi- 
ronment the acts can lose their . 
theatrical quality and become 
more like freak shows —~ unat- 
tainably weird, only taking ad- 
vantage of the performers, Little 
better than performing horşes. 


Performing horses in the big, big top 


jungle. Now it merges dance 
with synchronised swimming, 
ballet with disco, athletics with 
acrobatics. Here be disco and 
muzak; there pop and ballet, hia 
is nonsense catch-all culture. 
Even the name Saltinıbanco is 
suitable for the transnational, 
corporate world: it means, in 
Italian, “jump luto a bench”, 
suugcsting the rough and tumble 
of street life, or “jump into the 
bank” suggesting publlc limited 
companies and clty ınergers, 
Take your pick. 

But if lt smells more of some 
genetically modified underarm 
deodorant than circus, the pro- 
ducers have hoovered up some 
of the world’s most impressive 
acts and performers. The best 
Western circus skills are now 
as accomplished as the best 
of Chinese or Russlan, and I 
have never seen such feats of 
strength, balance or timing as 
at the show at London’a Royal 


tle ambition. It now lıas four 
companies performing on three 
continents; it has a permanent 
show in a Las Vegas hotel and 
has donc a 12-year deal with 
Disney. It turns over more than 
ŞE25 million a year, haa been 
seen live by 10 million people. It 
must he the firat circus with its 
owm Internet site. 

U succeeds {financially, at 
cast) because it is culturally 
anonymous, It can be plonked 
anywhere in the free-wheeling, 
free-trading world where there 
are enough aclults who will pay 
between $39 and $75 a lcket 
(or at least $165 for n fanıily 
night out), where n corporntlon 

will underwrite it and where 
ihere’s a motorway tlıat can carry 
the 35 trucks and 750 tons of 
gear it needs to put on a show. 

Saltinıbanco claims to cele- 

brate the strcet, but this is emis- 
sion-frce life in the shopping 
nmıali rather than the raw urban 


CIRCUS 
John Vidal 


EN minutes into some spiffy 
clowning at the start of 
Saltimbanco, a Lycru-clad 
Hollywood creature with n tail 
and a Canadlian accent materl- 
allses ancl mnllks ın uncusy 
round of npplause for the 
showa's corporiutv sponsor, 4 
global communications firm, 
Slıe/it glides off and the clowns 
give way to replliana who slither 
around to bland music on the 
cde of a flowery dance floor, 
making the evolutlonnry point 
that yoıuı are spinclessa ad name- 
less until you get a mobile phone. 
Cirque du Solcil is u cultural 
hybrid, It has cvolved out of 
Canada vin Las Vegas nnd Clhıina. 
Itis now a global circus, not just 
because its perfornıers come 
from 21 countries, but in its 
transnatlonal financial and artis- 


There is, though, no doubt that 
ghost stories will continue to be 
wrilten, since the writing of ghost 
stories seenıs almost to be a natural 
human reflex, an expression of our 
comnıon refusal to accept that when 
we're dead, we're dead. And there's 
no doubt that ghosts are peculiarly 
well suited to being written up and 
written about, since they share with 
the act of writing that essential as- 
pecl of secondariness, or belated- 
ness, which is wlıat makes them so 
fascinaling: they are a trace; they 
represent sornething that both is 
antl is not there: they exist as both 
absence and presence, It is surely 
significant that the best ghost sto- 
ries (lemand to be react aloud — it is 
almost as if we revolt agaînst their 
nalurally bloodless stale and insist 
on thcir being boxfietl forth, given 
sume kin of living, breathing 
reallly. 

Reaclers, lu, will untloubteally 
cmlinue lo demam tales of the 
supuTnalural, of whatever kind, 
because (hey hulp Lo cunvince us of 
our Own corporeility tul swnsitivity. 
Wile ruadîng this buok, al lhe very 
poinl in Oliver Ouiuns's slory 
"Rooum” al which {he cecponyınous 
hero “cropped, half on his knees 
inst the white tiling”, the car 


ing ud sighing 

ile a nigh sucldunl 
sinir and slrang:, Which ix al 
solute honsense, of Cour: 


if you 
bibk abut i, but his ow yb 
xlries — inderl, ity Souris — et 
yl RoE. YOu sltrt HOMOFAUDNKH 


MNS, YU art nii dul 
ming fot youl, Aud nov 
yuu've starlud, yuu Cal slop — youll 
sec ancl search for meaning vver y- 
wlıcre. 

It is impossible nol lo notice, for 
example, that the text of Cox's 
anthology is scaltered lhroughout 
with typographical errors, or what 
W W Skeat once defined as "ghost- 
words": ‘Words which have no real 
existence . . . being mere coinages 
due to the blunders of printers or 
scribes.” It is a trivial point, and it 
doesn't really matter, but after the 
stimulus of story, even such blun- 
ders seem somehow significant, 


uncharitably only associates with 
alEONOTUS). -— --— . 


Caffeine's effects are far lesa Widë- 
ranging, and form something of a post 
script to the book. Braun does show 
why, however, it is almost impossible 
to overdose on caffeine. Caffeine's 
stimulative properties are a conse- 
quence of ita ability to stop one of the 
brain's “brakes” from functioning. 

Unlike alcohol, however, it has no 
access to any accelerators, so it can 
only stimulate {he brain to its own 
maximum level, and not over-stimu- 
lale it. That is not to say, though, hat 
you can't (Irink too much coffee, and 
Braun discusses a small, growing 
band of registercd “caffeine adldicts”, 
whose lives have been seriously dam- 
aged by the bean. Buzz may not slop 
anyone Irom indulging in either vice 
but it's nice to know what you're 
dolng to yourself. 
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When the haunting stops 


So, given its unfashinnitbilily incl 
ils unstilabilily fur expressing OUI 
latecipilalisl, pustuodern conti 
ton, how docs fhe SU century 
gest sory fare? On the evidence of 
Miclel Cox's imhuligy, nol al all 
wull. 

(hustî ories, Hike any ther’ 
ies, ire ol course difficull lu write 
uke, nel under wliil- 
ever circumstances. “Tus SUpwrNitt: 
ural", wrole Walter Srutt in IR}7, "ix 
pevulily subject 10 be exlteustedl 
xe handling all repeatel 
¢." Il is als, he went ı 
r which iî is exlr'er! 
ficult to sustain and ul which a very 
small proportion may be sail {0 be 
better than the whole.” Cox's prob- 
leın is that he has alreacly given us 
that sınall proportion of the best 
nıodern ghost stories in his ınagis- 
terial Oxford Book Of English 
Ghost Stories (1986), and although 
there are some notable exceptions 
— Angela Carters “The Loves of 
Lady Purple” and Alison Luriec's 
“The Highboy", for example — 
many of the pieces included in his 
new anthology are lacklustre and 
second-rate, 


anxiely, BUT erirtYigoratingr-ant to 
say euphoria-inducing, effects o 
alcohol are no illusion. They, too, 
have a chemical explanation, to do 
with alcohol's effect on the brain's 
“circuits of bliss". By moderately 
increasing dopanine levels, alcohol 
produces the same outcome, 
though at much lower levels, as co- 
caine and amphetamine. But alcohol 
goes one better than this, passing it- 
self off as opium or a bout of vigor- 
ous exercise, both of which cause 
the release of enclorphins, another 
of the brain's pleasure-givers, 

Braun would be an irresponsible 
eluciclator if he did not also explain 
the similar neurological reasorıs 
for alcohol's less (lesirnble effects. 
‘The general sedative effect of alco- 
hol is a consequence of inhibiting 
glutaınate receptors — "the brain's 
nıost common excitatory neuro- 
transmitter" — Just three drlnks 
shutling down about 80 per cent of 
them. That's why a few glasses 
make you sleepy. Anci for the same 
reason, alcohol impairs the for naa- 
tion of short-term menıorles 

(which can account for everything 
from forgetting the name of the 
person to whom ‘you have just 
been introduced Lo the full Christ- 
mas party blackout, which Braun 


om MR James drıwn by McBryde ( 


es __ ene OO 


BOOKS 29|‏ ك 


about us. They work best whıcn sel 


in the home anl whun the distur. 
bance is purely clamestic. Bul hv X- 
Files and all he lr fimhionable’ 


baoks ind programs dbout Ul’ 
paranerınal tenel 10 he iboul other 
beings, il other, [ar 


There de se 
this, Where the ghosl story Imighl 
be said lo be about alienation fron 
the self, to be lilerally srlfcon- 
mined, Ihe current sene uf slorieys 
and bunks ml ils scm lo be 


about alieıkıtion on a mıch widvr 
gale — from government, fram 
communily and, indred, from lhe 
whole of the lerrestrial world. 

Where tlie ghost story providecl 
the perlecl expression for (he arlxi- 
elies of an age of bourgeois indivicl- 
ualism, the X-Files and its ilk 
express ouır underlying fears of the 
encroaching powers of the stale. 
Where ghost stories are about grief 
and doubt and ravaged minis, 
stories about aliens and conspiracy 
theories are distress calls from a 
society which feels itself under 
threat not just from within, but also 
from outside, from the ominous 
threatening Other. 


subject of research, Questions about 
its restorative and inspirational qual- 
ities, asked by everyone from Balzac 
to the Nobel-prizewinning neuro- 
scientist Leon Cooper, are finding 
responses. 

Buzz aims to give the laymıan anı 
understanding of this research. It 
also shows how what Braun's sub- 
title calls the “lore” of these nıind- 
bending substances can be by turns 
accurate and mislending. Perlıaps 
most interestingly, Braun's graphic 
explanations slow how wrong we 
are to tlıink of alcohol, as we have 
so often been told, as a simple 
"depressant", Unlike cocaine or am- 
phetamine, its more potent cousins, 
alcohol does not have a single point 
of attack in the brain, which it fires 
on with great intensity. Braun de- 
scribes alcohol's work among the 
neurotransmitter as that of a “phar- 
macological hand-grenade", less in- 
tense than the big guns, but more 
scattered in its consequences. 

In one way, alcohol mimics the 
effect of valium in the brain, passing 
molecular messages that reduce the 
rate of firing in some neurones, 
which has the effect of reducing 


Brains on a bender 


Paperbacks 
Nicholas Lezard 


Madame Blavatsky’s Baboon, 
by Peter Washington (Secker & 
Warburg, £12.99} 


N CASE you think that we live in 
times exceptionally and frighten- 
ingly congenial to bogus gurus, 
remember Madame Blavatsky, 
Gurdjieff and Krishnamurti, who 
infected the early part of the 
century with {he most appalling 
cod-mysticisnı. This book contains 
chapter and verse on these fraud- 
sters; it is perhaps a paradoxical 
measure of its success — and his- 
tory's success, in consigning 
Theosophy andl its relatives to obliv- 
ion — that one wonders why Waslı- 
ington has spent so much energy 
writing about these people and 
their dupes, 


Sweet drcames 


The Decadent Gardener, by 
Madlar Lucan and Durlan Gray 
(Dedalus, £8.99) 


. . A familar hı 


NDER nurmal circumstances 
ny interest in gartlening is not 
even delectable at quantum level, 
but tlıis is enthralling. Plans for sin- 
isler, corrupting garrlens, planled 
with poisonous plants such us 
Hellebore, Hemlock anl Meuclow 
Saffron (“Symptons are loo dlis- 
misting and horrible 10 clescribe™). 
Cunılains the full text nf Rochester's 
play Sudonı — fur production in 
ıhe garden theatre, of course — 
itsell an uncanny prolepsis of con- 
lemporary fears about Aids. The 
anly gardening book you wil) ever 
necdl. 


The Oxford Book of Twentieth- 
Century Ghost Slorias 

ed Michael Cox 

O»lord 4L5pp £17.99 


17 HOST STOR" A 
phrase pale and insub- 
stantial, a thing both 
dull and impılpable. Compare il to 
Ibe prumise of colourful, blaudy ancl 
vomit-luetl splalter implivil in "“hor- 
ror” or the hard favl and higl-reso- 
lution cletail suggested by “science 
fiction", ur — more pertinenlly per- 
hans — the extraordinary tingle 
currenlly generated by the combi 
naliûu of the letter “X” ancl the word 
“files”, ‘There's no doubt about it, 
the ghost story is it a sorry state, 
oultlone andl outdated by true-life 
tales of the unexpected and hyped- 
up accounts of extra-terrestrials. 
There is a world of difference, 
though, between the traditional 
ghost story and this current cult of 
the unexplained. Ghost stories are 
about the familiar dead — about an- 
cestors, families and friends. They 
are — explicitly and undeniably — 


Tales from the Kathasaritsagara, 
by Somadeva, trs and int Arshla 
Sattar (Penguin Classics, £8.99) 


TE TITLE \ierally means the 
“Ocean of the Sea of Story" — a 
cûllection ûf Sanskrit tales which, 
unlike the Panchalantra, are not so 
nmuıch amoral as wonderfully hu- 
manly wise. Women lust after men 
not their husbands; gamblers pre- 
tend to be ascetics, and are not pun- 
ished; a Brahmin makes a fool of 
himself in front of a prostitute. 
“Charming” might sound like a con- 
nding word to use in this con- 
text, but charnı is what these stories 
do..“Eclectic and-prafane"_are-_the_|. 
words used in the introduction, anid 


they are bang on. 


کے 
Not Inconsiderable .. . Belng‏ 
the Life and TImes of John‏ 
Major, by Patrlok Wright (Andre‏ 
Deutsch, £5.99)‏ 


A CARTOON biography of the 
Prime Minister, drawn fron 
such sources as Penny Junor's The 
Major Enigma and the PM's brother 
Terry Major-Ball's Major Major. All 
the usual jokes — gnomes, oh yes, 
biros, Terry, greyness — but they 
Are executed not only with a 
Superbly deadpan line bıuıt a malice 
andl viciousness that is wonderfully 
uncalledfor, The section dealing 
witlı the affair between young John 
and that attractive divorcee Irom 
dross the street is particularly 


gundl. 1 now [inally feel I understancl 
ihe man. 


David Horspool 


Buzz: The Science and Lore of 
Alcohol and Caffeine 

by Stephen Braun 

Oxford 21 4pp £17.99 


HE MOST popular drug in the 
world is caffeine, and alcohol is a 
close second. Although fermentation 
and distilling have been with us 
longer than coffee roasting, both 
drugs have taken a lasling hold of en- 
quiring ancl thrillseeking minds, as 
Stephen Braun reminds us in Buzz. 
Writers lıave pondered the ef 
fects of alcohol at least since Aristo- 
tle, who discussed everything from 
the cIrunk's predilection to tears to 
brewer's droop. Aristotle's proposed 
explanations revolved mainly 
around his belief that alcohol raises 
the body temperature, but it is only 
. in the past 20 years or so that any 
more convincing answers have heen 
put forward. The huge advances in 
neuroscience have made it possible 
for the first time to have an inkling 
of why alcohol las such varied ef 
fects. Caffeine, and its more limited 
consequences, has also been the 
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Unsung fictional heroes 


As Adam digs (leeper into Eu. 
rope's murky histor'y (the repressed 
unconscious to America's breezy 
conscious) he also becomes in- 
volvecl wilh an East Eııropean ex- 
lover (Morgan la Faye) and the son 
slıe hacl conceived by him a quarter 
of acentury before (Mordred). 

The last thing Bryers wants to 
do, however, is merely write an 
updated version of the Morte 
d'Arthur, and the reader doesn't get 
a chance to obsess about who's who 
because Bryers makes it quite clear 
himself. He's nıuch more interested 
in exploring the lacunae between 
his story and the Arthurian nıyth, 
and the way in which each points up 
the other. 

Adam's Camelot, his "Big Idea", 
is the attempt to relaunch the 
Prague film stuclios as a European 
Hollywood that woulcl perform (lie 
saıne unifying task as the American 
original. But far [ron being 
visionary, the project is ludicrously 
hubristic and doomerl to failure. 

Then again, we are invited to 
speculate that all such grand 
schemes are totalitarian in effect: as 
one young filnı-maker theorises 
excitedly, what was Hitler's Third 
Reich but “some vile mockery of 
the whole Arthurian legencl, with 
Berchtesgaden substituled for 
Camelot, the SS for the Knights of 
the Round Table, nıight for righl, 
and racial supremacy for clıivalry? 
Milan's reluctance (o "work 
through” the past is connectetl to an 


King Arthur lives . 


. « in John 
Boorman’s Excalibur (1981) 


atavistic obsession with the similar 
lty between Merlin's dark patrimony 
— he was, “according to legend, the 
progeny of a fiend from Hell and 4 
virgin from South Wales" — and his 
own, the book's best-kept and most 
sinister secret. In this novel 00 
amount of enlightened psych 
therapy can wipe out the sins of hê 
fathers. 
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blood buried under a rock; above 
all, perhaps, the memory of a far-off 
incident in which her mother coura- 
geously came to the aid of a bullied 
taxi driver. 

Like Park's previous novel, The 
Rye Man {one of the great lost 
books of 1994), Stone Kingdoms is a 
terrific achievement. Go out and 
buy it. 


Lucy Atkins 


The Hook 
by Raffaella Barker 
Bloomsbury 192pp £14.99 


HERE are a lat af fish in this 
book. They shimmer around, 

obligingly casting light on 
the human world around them. 
‘They breecî, they eat and they die — 
houkecl out of the water by fisher- 
men or the beaks of greedy heron. 
And there are a lot of hooks, too. 
People hook one another — 
through sex, marriage or deceit. Or 
they are just hooked — on booze, 
on each otlıer. Besides, the story 
itself has a hook — a question of 
guilt, of truth painfully brought to 
light in court, 

Tweniy-year-old Christy falls in 
love with Mick, an Irishman who 
claims to be a photographic journal- 
ist, First love is infected by her own 
attempts to cope with bereavement 
ther mother’s death) as she and her 
father construct a new life around a 
trout farm, built on land her father 
wins in a poker game. As the an- 
gling venture grows, so do Christy's 
suspicions that there's something 
fishy about Mick with his intermit- 
tent wadges of cash and unwilling- 
ness to explain their source, The 
opening pages proclaim a judge's 
verdict on him in a trial — guilty, 
but the actual charges only emerge 
towards the end of Christy’s 
account. The tension springs fron 
uncertainty. Is he a terrorist? A mur- 
derer? A monster? The story is bol- 
stered by clever thematic patterning 
and disorientating shifts in focus: an 
insect landing on a glass ornament, 
twins framed at a graveside, images 
seen through a lens or in a blow-up. 
And ultimately Christy only gains 
confidence to end the relationship 
when she manages to see Mick for 
what he is. Subtle andl engaging, if a 
little overwrought. 


Laura Tennant 


In APIg's Ear 
by Paul Bryars 
Bloomsbury 277pp £14.98 


HAT great, allencompass- 

ing narrative will supply 

totalcoverage answers to 
questions of history and destiny? 
The King Arthur story, of course. 
What, now and in England? No, now 
in Europe and America, in Paul Bry- 
ers's entertaining and fiercely pJot- 
ted intellectual thriller. 

The narrator is Milan, a Czech 
pyschotherapist, who escapes to the 
West in 1968 and sets up a practice 
in Hollywood. His best friend is 
Adam, the American who helped 
him get out of Prague and grows up 
to be a famous film director. 

The book opens with Milan im- 
prisoned in Germany; the story he 


relates — to a. prison farm pig —. 


concerns his and Adam's return to 
' Europe to makê a movie about King 
‘Arthur, and their increasingly 


messy involvement in German neo- 
` Nazism and their. own: mysterious 


pasts. It hardly needs-to be said: that 
in Milan's private musings. andin 
‘the scheme’ of: the bo ey are 
'also Merlin and Arthur.“ '' . 


Goytisolo’s novel 


with Kierkegaardian abstractions 
and the poetry of Pushkin. He may 
be spending hls summer drinking 
sweet tea with labourers, but ak 
ready he is on his way from the pub- 
lic bar to the senior common room. 
At this moment, Tam's is still a nar- 
rative of hope and expectation, but 
the story finds its counterpoint İn 
the disilluslon of elder Tom, a man 
who seems to have used his educa- 
tion chiefly to compose smart put- 
downs of lesser mortals. The 
mismatch between the cynicism of 
Tom the elder and the naivety of 
Tam the younger begs a multitude 
of intriguing questions — just one of 
the virtues of a cunning and well 
written novel. 


D J Taylor 


Stone Kingdoms 

by David Park 
Phoenix House 278pp 
£14.98 hbk £8.99 pbk 


HE SCENE: an East African 
hospital. A young woman, 
Naomi, is recovering from a 
traumatic episode that has lefl her 
badly burnt and temporarily (she 
hopes) blinded. Attended by a 
chatty doctor, slıe begins to piece 
together the events of the preceding 
months — her work for a relief 
ageııcy in a refugee camp, refusal to 
leave wlıen the camp is closed 
down, and a perilous trek to a 
coastal city enflamed by civil war. 

All this comes interspersed with 
Naomi's memories ûf her early life, 
as the only child of an unhappy 
Protestant cleric on the Donegal 
coast (she remembers “the constant 
sense of being under siege, as if the 
house is (rapped between the moun- 
tains, the valleys of England and the 
unrelenting encroachment of the 
sea”) and her later career as a 
teacher in a school that straddles 
the Belfast front line. 

The links between Ulster aiid 
tribal Africa, belwcen the IRA and 
ihe wicle-eyed African teenagers 
favouring their Kalashınikovs, are 
perpetually apparent. Occasionally 
Park's handling. of these ironies is a 
touch obtrusive — notably. in a 
scene where Naomi uıd her hospi- 
tal assistant Nadra discuss the 
differences between ‘Western civill- 
sation and African barbarism (un- 


clear, as you might guess), and he. 


achieves his best effects in a chain 
of weighty symbols: the coral reefto 
which Naomi swims shortly after 
her arrival in the country; clothing 


stained with her first menstrual 


the decks, thc curious absence of 
the Statue of Liberly at their desti 
nation — for like most of those wlio 
were to become British Jews the 
family had been tricked and found 
London ratlıer than America to be 
their destination, 

W G Sebalcd's four narratives in 
The Emigrants explore the pain of 
Jewislı exile and homelessness and, 
with the utmost delicacy and quiet 
tacl, address what seems so myste- 
rious to others, the suicide that 
overlakes survivors of the worst of 
traumas in old age. There is a 
painter in Manchester who is the 
only menıber of his family not to 
have perished in Germany: the 
aesthete son of a wealthy Ger man- 
Jewish Aınerican family wlıo travels 
lo Jerusalem and discovers decay 
and dereliction there; a teacher in 
Germany with only a trace of Jewish 
blood wlio none the Jess, under the 
race laws, is prohibited from carry- 
ing out his profession, 

Acconpanying the text are a 

number of black and white pho- 
lographs purporting to be from the 
family albums of his characters, 
They disturb our sense of the past 
as finished business. The book's 
writing, in an extraordinarily fine 
translation, seems detached and dig 
tant from what it describes — until 
the final lines when the narrator 
must avert his eyes from a plıoto- 
graph of two young Jewish women 
in the Lodz ghetto who stare at him 
with a relentless and sleady gaze. 
Germany may have been inteıt on 
putting tlie past behind it, but 
Sebald, in a book Susan Sontag has 
described as a masterpiece, insists 
ıhat for some people, memory is all 
that (hey have of value. 


Matt Seaton 


The Kiln 
by Wiliam Mcllvanney 
Sceptre 284pp £6.99 pbk 


ONCERNING the bitter- 
sweet renıiniscences of Tom 
Docherl — 4 fifiy-some- 
thing teachercuntrwriler with a 
crumbling nıarriage — about his 
younger self, Tam, an uncertain, en- 
quiring 17-year-old from Graithnock 
vn the threshold of life, 

Much of the novel turns on an 
episodic narration of Tams sunr 
ımer, specifically his desperate quest 
to lose his virginity. The result is a 
kird of Caledonian Portnoy's 
Complaint. 

When Tam’s trousers are not 
round his ankles, he is wrestling 


Andrew Biswell 


The Marx Family Saga 
by Juan Goytisolo trans Peter Bush 
186pp Faber £14.99 


ARI, MARK is alive and well 
K and living with his family 
in contemporary Lonclon. 
Hoıne from a hard day's work at the 
British Library, he joins Jenny ancl 
ıe kils as they zap between TV 
climncls, The newsflashes jroclaim 
ıhe lalest un the tlccline aml fall of 
ıhe Soviet bloc, But as "Marx" 
wakhes the pictures, will he 
ackuyleılge any responsibility for 
the slate in which Europe finds 
isel? By transplanting hini into thw 
Uh cenlury, Juan Goytisolo is able 
lo pul both Marxisnue uml consunter 
uapitalisnı under lhe microscope. 

Wlnt, the novel asks, anong 
uther questions, woulcl the father of 
scientific socialism have made of an 
episatle of The Price Is Right? Medi- 
tating wisely and profoundly on the 
function of the European novelist in 
the post-Marxist world, the Goyti- 
solo narrator sleps out of his story 
lo pass comment on the book we 
are remling. 

We learn tlıat his aim is 1o write a 
ficlionalised biography of the Marx 
family that will keep faith with is 
subjects by containing nothing of 
possible value in terms of movie 
adaptation or' other forms of mass 

capitalism. In order to keep the 
book out of danger fron commer- 
cial exploitation, there will have to 
be frequent digrcssions, and the 
plot must be hard to follow. 

But the appearance of difficulty is 
all part of Goyiisolo's joke, at the 
same time as being central to his 
wicler aesthetic. Many of the experi 
ınental features of the writing, such 
as disrupted chronology and syntax, 
will be familiar lo readers of his 
previous novels — such as Quaran- 
ıine and Makbara. But here they are 
deployed with a greater sense of 
purpose — and to wickedly enter- 
taining effect. 


Linda Grant 


The Emigrants. 
byW G Sebald trans Michael Hulse 
Harvill 237 pp £14.99 


N THE summer of 1970 a Ger- 
nıan acadlcnmıic arrives to take up 
a teaching post in Norwich. 
Searching for a flat he (liscovers — 
hilden amongst a stand of lrees — 
1 large neoclassical house and, 
wîtlıin, its reclusive occupant Dr 
Henry Selwyn, wlıo like Si Francis 
has turned his home into a her- 
ınitage among the birds and smaller 
animals. 
The stillness uf the neglected 
house is nccasionally disturbed by 
huge Erlwarclian kilchen levices as 
they clank through corridors, 
Glnsshouses, run 10o ruin, slill yie'Jel 
ıı simple vegetable clivt, and Ihe ten- 
uis court, like so much else, is ove 
grown dud in dlisrepatr. We seumı to 
be in one of Englancl's last few un- 
known and enchanted places inhab- 
ited by wll England does best, the 
nurture of ils own vceuntrics, 

But we cliscover abruplly thnt Sel- 
wyn — the apparent English eccer- 
trie — jis besel by homesickness, 
and iı particular tlıe acute meno- 
ries of his exile from i Lithuanian 

sfhtetl village in tlie last year of tlie 
past century (the time of the 
pogroms}, the ship in the Riga 
docks, the immigrant faniifies on 
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Football results and league tables 


P, Oxlord P; Wictres 1, Portsmaulh 2; Wrczham 
1. West Ham 1; Wycomke O, Bradford City 2. 


Tannents Saottish Cup Socond Roundt 
Ayr P. Clyde P; Barack 2, Peleshead 1; 
Ousen's Park 2. Gala Falkyioan 1. 


Natlonwlde Leagues Third Divlslon: Leylon 
Onenl 2, Mansflald 1. 


Beil'a Scattlah Lasgurs Premlar Dluialon: 
Aberdaen D, Dunlamriîne 2; Celtic 5, Malherwel 
O; Dundee Utd 2, Kilmamock O; H berrian 1, 
Rangers 2; Raith 1. Hearts 2. 

Flrgt Divislon: Falkirk 1, Clydebank 1, Partick 


1, Stiing Alblon 1. 
Third Division 

PW D L F APtn 
Fulham 25 16 5 4 40 1B B3 
Carlisle 26 16 7 4 A0 2 B2 
Cambvidye lid 25 14 5 G 37 o0 47 
Wigan 24 13 5 6 A 26 44 
Northampton 27 11 7 3 40 29 40 
Swansea 25 1I 5 9 2B 27 QB 
Cardi 25 II 4 1Û 28 30 37 
Tormlay 27 Il A 12 28 30 37 
Chesler 29 I0 6 7 27 25 30 
Hult Z6 8B |2 f 36 2B 98 
Loo rt 20 O0 6&6 O 24 23 36 
Golchostrt 26 7 13 5 J 0 34 
Sanlot 2, WW 4 11 3O 37 24 
Schonnph 21 HA 10 7 I 37 24 
BGmriwt 2 A 9O 0 25 22 23 
Haruyzul dû Û © ا3 2ا‎ 33 32 
Llircalrn 25 0 7 N 3 3 UM 
Exot 2d YJ fû 12 26 35 30 
Roaghdalo 24 7 3B f 29 20 20 
Marsfok! 24 6 Il 7 25 25 20 
Durcastcr 2 7 3 1N 26 286 24 
Darl gion 25 0 5 I 34 A5 23 
Horotûrd 23 6 5 15 26 0G 23 
Brlyhtirı A ل‎ 6G 17 24 43 16 
Bells Scottioh Lenguo Premier Division 

FW D 

Fanynr", a 17 2 

nll" YIU 3 

Derde tut î 

طا » 

b 

0 

bk د‎ 
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Ww O L A Pts 
i“ 2 4 AT 1! 47 
7 ® 7 qd JR 12 34 
And IY MM BH + 4 1 
Strat Tar OY E E 
Partch A 7 8 5 3| d3 29 
Falrark 9 8 4 7 1) 1f 28 
Gr Monan J9 7 ë5 B8 22 18 27 
Clvgebank 21 5 #7 7 9 34 9 
Sing Albion 21 4 6 I1 25 32 18 
East Filê 20 1 4 15 2 50 7 
Second Dlvlslon 
Pp D L F APta 
Lrngalon 19 1.3; 3 32 106 
Ayr 186 12 32 رال ي نه‎ 8 
Hamlin 7 ك إا‎ 1 3+4 14 4 
Ca I1 ° 5 5% 22 2) 26 
Stenhousemıır 1T tb 5 Û 23 |13 29 
dQuseno'Souh!# & 5 7 23 32 23 
Brechın I9 qd 7 8 20 27 18 
Stranrger 15 %5 4 9 16 25 19 
Oymbarton 13 4 5 10 22 3 11 
Bemwrch 20 1 6 10 20 40 © 
Third Divislorn 
PW D Lk F APtla 
Invemggs 1 0 5 3 32 21 36 
RossConty 10 39 3 7 30 25 30 
MortrOSe ل2‎ 9 3 8 32 34 0 
Forfar 17 B8 4 B 33 25 28 
Aha 11 8 4 5 27 23 28 
ih 19 7 3 ©9 24 23 4 
Albion 17 6 6 5 21 18 
Queen's Pak 18.۰5 5 8 26 3l 20 
Arbroath 19 4 @& 9 16 27 18 
Easl Sting 18 3 5 10 15 28 14 


captain Sachin Tendulkar took. the 
score to 359 and lıelped the tourists 
avoid the follow on. India needed 
another’ big score from its batsmen 
to ward off defeat after the Spring- 
boks closed their second innings on 
256-6 but failed, leaving them 20 
down in the series, 


HE world of cricket was 

stunned by (he death of 25-year- 
old Surrey wicketkeeper Graham 
Kersey. He suffered head injuries In 
a car crash İn Brisbnne on Christ- 
mas Eve and died on New Year's 
Nay. Kersey was vated.his county's 
Player of tlie Year in 1995. arl was 
capped last Seplember. 

Surrey's captain Alec Stewart, 
who is on tour. of Zimbabwe and 
New Zealand with the England 
party, said: “We have lost not only a 
greut cricketer but alsu a {remen- 
dous team iman.” 


FA Cup Third Roundı Arsenal 1, Sw xietand 
1; Barng'ey P, Oldham P, Blacktrum 1, Port Vala 
O; Branltord P, Man Cay P; Cariisia P, Tranmere 
P; Charilûn I, Hewcasle 1; Chalsea 3. WBA O; 
Chesterlsld P, Bristol Qly P, Covantry P, 
Woking P; Crewe P, Wmbiedon PF, Cryslal 
Palace P, Lads P; Everton 3. Swindon O: 
Qlingham P, Derby Coumy F; Hexinesford P, 
York P; Le'caster P, Southend P; Lverpoal 1, 
Burnley O; Lulon P, Bolton P; Man Utd 2, 
Tottenham Û; Mıddissbrough §, Chester O; 
Norwich 1, Sheffield Utd Û; Notts County P, 
Aston Va P; Plymouth Û, Peterborough 1; OPA 
1, Huddersfield 1; Readng 3, Southamplon 1: 
Shalfal’'l Wednesday 7, Grimsby 1; Stevonage 
û, Birmingham 2; Sticke P, Steckport P; Walford 


FA Carling Pramlership 

PW D L F APts 
Liverpool 27 12 8 4 38B 20 42 
Arsenal 21 1 7 3 39 20 40 
Man Lhd 21 10 @& 3 42 25 3 
Hewcasila 2A lU 4 6 38 22 37 

I0 HH 4 A 39 2 37 
Aston Vela 21 10 5 O 2f 19 38 
Chelsea 21 3 B8 4 33 29 38 
Everton 2l 1 7 7 2Q 23 2 
Shotl Wod 20 6I 4 21 2 28 
Tullenhm 20 B8 4 B P2 2 28 
Sundoland 7? 1 & U 21 MM 24 
Davuntry 21 5 A 8 22 27 29 
Darby A LC B6 7 20 2 29 
Lor:ostor an LU 5 4 20 27 23 
Lerds 21 6 4 11 16 2/ 22 
Wont Hun Z0 5 6 Y3 1B 2 21 
Blackburn 20 4 4 10 22 20 
Middlosurough 21 4 B i1 25 40 18 
NotimFouest 21 3 8 10 10 0 17 
Soulhemplon 20 4 4 I2 26 3I7 16 
Natlonwide League Firat Divislon 

P WD lL F APtis 
Bolton 27 14 10 71 65 I? B2 
Bamalêy H4 A A4 27 47 
Sheff Ula 7 Û 4 26 #6 
Woke 7 7 34 23 40 
Crysinl Placa “û € AO ûr 38 
Moûrmh i ذز‎ 
Ould Ur 7r 9 
QPR 2 
Stok 7T7 
Port Vln n 7 
TrInnıetd Û 
HudJershc' e 
lah i ب‎ 
LEN 4 1 ل‎ 
We ol Brian u 7 2 4 
Swain E e . 
Partsniculn 6 1 2 
Bermiurgh Ti 90 6 . 
FEayJy B3 11 28 27 28 
Olatam 9 15 اێ 4ت‎ 27 
Maus CIly 2 15 27 40 26 
Southend 10 I1 25 45 28 
Bradiced 8 14 24 44 
Grimsby 7 12 2ê 4د‎ 28 
Second Dlvislon 

PWD L F APta 
Brenllord 25 13 8 4 41 25 47 
Lulon 2 4 d4 6 43 0 46 
Bury 2 HN1 9 4 36 23 42 
Millvall 251l 8 € 33 2 41 
Stoikpzrl 25 11 8 6 32 27 41 
Brls'ol Cıly d5 11 7 7 43 25 40 
Burn'sr 25 12 4 9 38 la 40 
ranê 2 1 1 10 3M r 40 
Wallord 24 2 2 3 25 9ا‎ 0 
Wreshan 23 0 8 5 31 2r 9 
Chesterfield 23 11 5 7 23 18 38 
Snuewsbuy 27 § B 11 35 43 32 
Blackpool 25 7 10 4 28 28 31 
Wwallsall 24 8 G 10 26 28 30 
Bouremguth 26 4 6 17 23 31 30 
Brtsial Rovers 25 7 8 10 Z26 29 29 
Preston 25 8 5 12 24 29 20 
York 241 4 5 1i 24 MH 20 
Peterborough 25 ö5 9 1Û 37 43 27 
Ptymouth 25 60 @ 10 29 38 a7 
Gılıngham 26 7 08 13 25 36 21 
Wycomba 25 6 5 14 22 3 29 
Nolis Comlyy 24 5 7 42 16 26 22 
Ratheham 24 3 8 13 20 30 17 


politely wished everybody a happy 
new year anki said he was retiring 
from professional cycling with im- 
mediate effect. 

Indurain added that his decision 
was male nearly a year ago but the 
announcement was delayerl, and 
evenls during 1996 (lid nothing to 
ehange lis mind. "Even ough J felt 
goodl in the spring, I thought it was 
time lo move on. [made an inınense 
effort to wiıı the Tour but il wag ilir 
possible," he sail. Indurain's other 
triunıphs — his (wo wins in the Tour 
of Italy, his Olympic gold medal und 
world championship Linc-lrial suc 
cesses — were ûversladowetl by his 
‘Tour successes. : 


NDIA lost the second Test agaiııst 
South Africa by 282 runs in Cape 
Tom on Monday. South Africa 
declared on 529 for 7, but.centuries 
from Mohanımad Azharuddin and 


Football FA Cup third round: Manchester United 2 Tottenham Hotspur O 


Listless United on a run again 


Once Tottenham hal fallen be- 
lıiind, however, it was difficult to see 
how they could save the tie. Francis 
played two 19-year-olds, Allen and 
Fenn, up front and was rewarded 
with industrious displays from both. 
Bul eventually their inexperience 
showed, as did that of Carr when he 
was askedl to produce an accurate 
cenlre. 

Had Giggs, shrewdly timing his 
late run to nıcet Beckham's cross in 
the 25th minute, not headed slraight 
nl Walker, United would have been 
spared some angst, But within five 
minutes of the seconcdl lıalf the game 
had swung linitecl'y way. 

Cole, gathering a relurı pass 
from Beckham, found Scholes In 
space to lis left. Scholes's shat 
cvadlecl Walker's left hand and Old 
"Traffurd breathed more ciasily, 

Even then Allen should lıave 
brought the scores level inımedi- 
alely, shooting wide from Fenn's 
cenire. That turnecl out lo be Tol- 
tenhaın's lasl hope. Ten minutes 
from the end Calderwood, who had 
already bcen cautionecl, brought 
down Giggs near lhe 1#&yard line 
anl Beckham, 1aking an oblique 
run at the ball, swung th’ free-kick 
high into {he top near cornet. 


David Beckham . . . inspired 


senior malch since last year's Cup 
final, when he was replaced hy 
Scholes after 65 minutes, This time 
he helpedl set up Scholes's gonl bul 
gave way 1o Solskjaer with jusl 
under 15 minules left. 

Although injuries and du had 
deprivecl Spurs of Sheringham, Arm- 
strong, Iversen and Anclerton they 
were slill well eqıipped for an exer- 
cise in containmenl, Gerry Francis 
had Sinton, a natural left-winger, in a 
more venlrnl role, which nıeanl that 
until Unitecl scored they were oflen 
cerowderl ont. 


David Lacey 


ANCHESTER United set off 

on another FA Cup run last 

Sunday with the slightly 
worlkl-weary air of men for whom 
life had run out of surprises. They 
reached the fourth routıd with a pre- 
dictable result but after an initially 
prosaic perforınance, with Eric 
Cantona again well below his best. 

‘Two gonls of uncloubtecdi quality, a 
smarl piece of opportunism by Paul 
Scholes and an inspired free-kick 
fromı David Beckham, overcame tlie 
resislance of a Toltenham side 
made more slubborn by the loss of 
sn mauy experiencecl players, Yet 
the unique winners of two Premier- 
ship and FA Cup doubles in three 
seasons lıave still not rediscoverecl 
their proper luency, 

Crewe or Wimbledon, ancl proba- 
bly the latter, will visit Old Trafford 
in the next round. If the old chenı- 
islry has returned to United's play 
by then, manager Alex Ferguson 
might be in the running for a Nobel 
prize, But he is nıore likely to be 
among his Bunsens and gas jars, 
slill searching for tlıe right formula. 

Andy Cole, out of the United side 
for so long, made his [irsl star! 1o a 


Rugby Union Heineken European Cup semi-final; Leicester 37 Toulouse 1 1 


French find the pace too tigerish 


lriving forward iınperkusly in tle 
loose. 

French organisation sleaclily lis- 
inegraled after a possible iry by 
Dispagne was not awardecl by the 
referee, Jinı Fleming, who was un- 
sighted, and Cazalbou was held up 
on the line soon afterwards. 

Leicester consolidated (heir 206 
half-time lead with furlher Lries by 
Gurforlh, wlio tore the ball away 
from a maul before crashing over, 
and Healey, wlıo scored al the riglıt 
flng after an excellent build-up by 
Greenwood. 

To make matters worse, 

Toulouse conceded a penally Iry 
after collapsing a maul, It tınay not 
have been an easy win for the 
Tigers, but so pravlised was their 
control that they made it look so. 
@ In the other semi-final, Brive beat 
Cardiff 26-13 in an ilktempered 
game wlıich saw the Wales captain 
Johnathon Humphries sent off after 
52 minutes for receiving two yellow 
cards. 


Year's Day fixture list, baclly hit sport 
again last weekend causing the post- 
ponement of 24 English football 
matches and five Scottish Cup 
claslıes. Among the games that were 
put in the deep-freeze were a dozen 
FA Cup third-round ties and five Pre- 
miership games. The Rugby Union 
pitches at Gloucester and Orrell were 
declared unplayable in Courage 
League One while the lower divisions 
and the leagues in Wales and Scot- 
land also suffered wiclespread posi- 
ponements. Racing, tou, was badly 
affected. 


YCLING legend Miguel  In- 
durain has quit the sport he 
donıinaled for years. The all 
conquering Spaniard announced his 
retirement at a packed press confer 
ence in a Panıplona hotel last week: 
The only rider to win the Tour de 
France five years in succession, he 


374i after 71. Leicester being Leives- 
ter, both Richards and the directur 
of rugby Bob Dwyer preferred lo 
lalk down their historic achieve- 
ment, reminding everyone that the 
hardest task would be winning the 
final at Cartliff Arms Park on 
January 25. 

Pace has been the keynote of 
Leicester's transformation İn recent 
weeks and it was filting that their 
right-wing, Sleve Hackney, should 
score the opening try with a 
thrilling G5-metre sprint that hegan 
on the right touchline and finished 
near ihe posts. Hackney was the 
beneficiary of a wild mispass by 
Castaigııêde that went to ground be- 
tween Ougier and the wing Berty, 
who never had a hope of catching 
the Leicester man. 

After 18 minutes Back scored at 
the posts courtesy of a slick over- 
head pass by Greenwood, and from 
then on the Tigers never looked 
back, draining the strength of the 
Toulouse pack at the set pieces and 


grave, who won his fourth succes 
sive gold medal at the Atlantn 
Games, for rowing, added a CBE to 
his collection of honours, Redgrave 
received an OBE in 1986 and this lat. 
est achievement was markerl by a 
second award. 

° Marlin Offiah is the lalest rugby 
slar to be honouredl — lıe got an 
MEBE. Orffiah was Rugby League's 
top try scorer for six successive şea- 
sons during spells with Widnes and 
Wigan. There is also an MBE for 
David Seaman, England's goal 
keeper. 


NOW, Siberian winds, frost and 


freezing conditions, which se- 
verely disrupted the traditional New 


Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 
Sportsmen honoured 


Robert Armstrong 


EICESTER cruised into the 

European clubs’ final with so 
much turbocharged power in all 
phases thal it was hard to believe 
that their opponents, the clefending 
vhanıpions, had clominatecl French 
rugby for the past three seasons, 

A five-ry victory in a major coın- 
pelilion would be pleasing at the 
best of times; what made the Tigers’ 
splendidly balanced performance 
doubly satisfying was the way they 
Iuaintained pressure on a side stucl- 
ded with international players, 

The Leicester caplain, Dean 
Richards, denied that victory had 

N1 “comprehensive”, pointing out 
that Toulouse hal cuntinued lo bat- 
tle with great tenacity until the final 
whistle. 

Yet tlıe scoreline offered indis- 
putable evidence thal the Tigers al- 
Ways called the shots that mattered. 
They were 17-3 ahead after 27 min- 
utes, 256 after 48 and out of sight at 


| 


A LEC BEDSER, former England 
Tes! cricketer and pillar of tlıe 
MCC establishment, heads the New 
Year Hunours’ List for sport with the 
ward of a knighthood for his ser- 
vives lo lhe game. Bedser, who fol 
lnws Len Hutton and Colin Cowdrey 
asa cricketing knight, took 236 wick- 
Cis in 51 Tests ancl was chalrman of 
stleclurs for 13 years. 

Damon Hill's highly successful 
Jear was acknowledged with the 
ward of an OBE, Hill won eight 
Formula One grand prix races in 
1946 to clinch the. world chamıpi- 
onslip afler twice finishing runner- 
tp. He was subsequently voted BBC 
Sports Personality for the second 
lime in three years. Britain's most 
Successful Olympian, Steve Red- 


n 
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ILUJSTRATION: ARIN HOBDAT 


Most people, when confronted by 
the phenomenon of nigration — 
sometimes involving transcontinental 
journeys repeated every year ovér 
countless generations — cannot help 
being impressed by its slıeer scale, 
Yet this can lead to an impression ûf 
randomness, that the birds are cos 
mopolitan globetrotters wilh wide 
ranging geographical experience. 
But stuclies, sucl as this one on 
bean geese, reveal the acule levelol 
precision involved. While birds may 
cover long dislances, the number ol 
places they kııow intimately may ke 1 
very amall: a few (avourecl fields as i 
marshes along the route aııd ont 
particular destination, Hike Cantley. 
Some of their routines are even! 
more specific — the geese NOW Pê | 
sent on this Norfolk marsh might | 
have spent every winter night for 
several years on just one small 
However, if such studies show lhe 
bircls" tastes to be morc paroclis 
than previously believed, then lhe 
capacily to locate these gog: 
pinpricks suggests navigational po” 
ers even ınore awesome than ¥ê 
ever imagined. 


flock's collective traditions, single 
birds had striking variations. 

Two years in a row, for instance, 
one neck-banded male and his mate 
failed to appear with the main 
December arrivals, but turned up 
several weeks later, in January. Pre- 
sumably, having paused at the Dan- 
ish stopover with the others, this 
couple had resisted the fock's conı- 
munal urge to move off for Cantley, 
then made an independent journey to 
Britnin at their own slower pace. 


VEN ımnore extraordinary 

were the discoveries about 

another of the neck-banded 
males. When, in 1988, he was the 
only one of the previous year’s 
marked birds not to reappear at 
Cantley, everyone believed he was 
dead. Yet when ürnitlıologists exanır 
ined a large flock of bean geese in 
northern Denmark in the following 
spring, they were surprised to find 
this missing male still alive. Even 
more remarkable was the fact thal 
he had been reunited with his oll 
neck-banded partner, who had 
passed her winter at Cantley. 


Goosing 
around 


Mark Cocker 


ORFOLK'S Yare valley is so 
N flat that the huge smoke- 

stack at Cantley sugarbeet 
factory iş visible from a clistance of 
ınore than 15km. Technically it is a 
grim industrial eyesore in an agrar- 
ian landscape, although I personally 
find the pervasive, sickly sweet 
smell of lls smoke worse than the 
appearance. I also have to acknowl 
edge that from a distance on a clear 
day, when the great plumes of 
vapour balloon outwards to merge 
with the wider horizon, this chim- 
ney has a monumental and vulgar 
beauly. 

Fortunately, the factory is not 
Cantley's only distinction, Beyond 
lhe smokestack is a marsh stretch- 
ing to the Yare riverbank, where the 
more important of Britain's only two 
flocks of bean geese gathers each 
winter (the other iş in central Scot- 
land). Records from the 1920s indi- 
cate the clear loyalty of these geese 
not only to this particular area but 
also to a set seasonal routine. 

Typically, most of the 300400 
birds arrive at Cantley between the 
end of November and mid Decem- 
ber, having stoppedover in north- 
ern Denmark. Most then depart for 
Denmark again at the encl of Febru 
ary. During their stay in Norfolk 
1hey mainly feed on just three Yare 
marshes, Cantley being the 
favourite, At nights they are faithful 
to a single roost site, and if this small 
wooded lake is ever frozen or dis- 
turbed by shooting, then another 
nearby pool serves as a substitute, 

By sheer good forlune, in 1987 
22 of the Cantley geese were neck- 
handed on their breeding grounds 
in the taiga forest of northern 
Sweden, a procedure that enabled 
certain identification of some indi- 
viduals and thus more intimate in- 
sights into their behaviour. 

One of the more remarkable rev. 
elations showed that within the 
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Chess 1sonard Barden 


side attack looks more focused. b6 
9 Ba3 Re8 10 Nf3 Ba6 11 Neö 
Qc8 12 0-0 Nbd7 13 f4 c5 14 
Rc1 Qb7! The light squares 
around e4 are Black's target for the 
rest of the game. 

15 Rf3 Rad8 16 Rh3 Nf8 17 
QB Ne4 18 dxc6 bxc5 19 Rb1 
19 Bxc5 Nxcö? 20 Bxh7+ Nxh7 21 
Qh5 looks interesting, but is refuted 
by 19 Bxc5 f6! 

Qe7 20 Bxe4 dxe4 21 Qxe4 
16 22 Nd3? The final mistake. 
Better 22 Nf, though Rd7 with Bb7 
favours Black. 

f5 23 Qe5 Qe6 24 R43 
Suddenly, White is losing nıaterial, 
for 24 Nf3 Nd? {raps the queen 
while 24 Qxc5 Qe4l skewers knight 

and rook. 

Ng6 25 Rxg6 hxg6 26 Nxc5 
Bxc4 27 e4 Qd6 28 Qxdû Rxd6 
20 Nb7 Rd2 30 Nd6 Bd3 31 
Rb7 RS fxe4l 32 Nxe8 e3 33 h3 e2 
34 KÊ RdI is quicker. 32 exf5 exfS 
33 Ra7 Ra2 34 Bb4 Be4 35 g3 
Bd2 36 Ra Rd7 37 c4 Rc2 38 
c5 BdŠ5 39 Nb5 Re7 40 Nd4 
Rc4 41 Resigns. 


Na 2454 


ANO BB OMOQO™N o 


ab Gd o f Gg h 
White mates in three moves, 
against any defence (by CH 
Wheeler). One previous solver 
took four hours, but two experts 
each took 10 minutes. How do 
you compare? 


No 2453: 1 Rb4 Bf3 2 R4 and 
3 Rf8. 1f Bxdš 2 RxdŠ and 3 
Ra5. 1f Bh3 2 R7b7 and 3Nc7. 
Not 1 Re7? Bf3 2 Re3 Bd1. 


OP aeeded Michael Adams 

had a disastrous start at 
Heating in the chesa world's 
longest rurtuing international 
event. Though Adams is ranked 
world no 15 and is Britaln'’s all- 
time no 2 after Nigel Short, he 
began with thrce successive 
defeats, escaping a fourth oniy 
after one of the moat bizarre 
endgame finishes ever scen in 
grandmaster play. 

His opponent, Glenn Flear’s 
missed chance will achleve leg- 
endary atatus thanka to coverage 
in the world’s chess magazines. 
In short, a grandmaster over- 
looking mnte In two 1s the equiv- 
nlent in chess of a missed 
penalty in a World Cup shoot-out. 

Flear {White} hnd king at bê, 
rook at f7, knight at f6; Adams 
(Black) had king at d8, rook at 
g1, pawns at b3, dO aud g3. Flear 
only saw, and pinyed, 1 Rd7+ 
Kc8 2 Rg7 KdB 3 Rd7+ Kc8 4 
Rg7, drawirıg by repeated moves. 
Instead he can mate in two by 
1 Kb7 and 2 Rd? or in three by 
1 Rd7+ Kc8 2 Re7 and 3 Re8. 

Xle Jun, the former world 
women’s champion, was 
Hanting's firat Chinese player, 
previous invitations having been 
dlelcined as Beijing scemed to 
ınakce Hastings a pawn in Hong 
Kong politics. Xle Jun won her 
first lwo games in good style 
before slipping back. 

Otherwise, the most inter- 
esting newcomer was Edouard 
Rozentalls, the Lithuanian No 1 
who has made a namc as an 
unconventional Ideas man in 
opening play. 


Milov v Rozentalls, 
Licchtenstein 1996. 


1 d4 e6 2 c4 Nf6 3 Nc3 Bb4 4 
e3 0۰0 5 Bd3 d5 6 a3 Bxc3+ 7 
bxc3 c6!? In a famous Botvinnik v 
Capablanca game, Black's c5, b6 
and Ba was mel by White's cxd5 
and later e4e€5 with a strong K-side 
attack. Insteadl, Rozentalis plans 
cenlral counterplay. 

8 a4718 Nfe5 andl f4 with a K- 


س 
There was no defence to SX‏ 
diamonds doublecl, and Scot‏ 
recorded the unusual score‏ 
At the other table, the biclding took‏ 
a different course:‏ 


South West North East 
No 14() 
D'ble 1¥ 44 No 
No 5¢ No No 
D'ble No No No 


(1) EastWest were playing 
Precision system. so His did nol 
necessarily show diamond length. 
West could not raise diamonds 
a high level after South's takeout 
double, since East didn't have ® 
have diamonds. bid His 


second 
East. 


. Î been pl 
. | had gained 10TMPa on the borê ji 


„England won the match bY 
' points to 42, while Wales beşt 


: land by 47 to 43. .: 


Bridg@ Zia Mahmood 


| sults had turned out to be clubs and 


hearts? 

Judging by your powerful heart 
holding, it is unlikely that East was 
prepared to play in six hearts, so he 
must have been planning to play in 
seven clubs! In that case, he is 
likely to have a very distributional 
hand with excellent huldings in the 
minors, and it is quite likely that he 
has a void in hearts. If West turns 
out to have a void in spades, the 
England player who held the South 
hand doubled six diamonds with- 
out reflecting on either of these 
questions. He is a sadder and a 
wiser man now, for the full deal 
Was: 

. North .. 
4A108532 


West 

@ None 

¥ K109853 
4QJ9863 
82 ٠ 


less he had good hopes that the |: . 


F YOURE stuck for ã New Year's 

resolution, try this one: “I will not 
treat my opponents as lunatics.” 
Take the South cards on this deal 
from the 1996 Macallan Camrose 
series: of home international 
matches, and see if you can put this 
philosophy into practice: 


sKJ9I4 YAJ72 4A #3764 


hh has béen the bidding at love 
all: 


South Weat North East 
248(1) No 
4ANTO) No 6¢ 


(1) A weak two bid, showing about Î 
49) points and a six-card spade suit. 

(2) Showing a twosuited hand, 
either both minors or hearts and a 


Would you double? It seems the 
obvlous course of action — but you 
should stop to consider a couple of 
points. : ا‎ 1 

First of all, no one forced East to 
jump to six diamonds. He could 
have bid a simple five diamon{ls, un- 


slam would make. Second, what was, 
East going to do if his partner's two, 


. minor. 


Quick crossword no. 348 


Aorosa 


4 Oil 
dance (8,5) 

8 Tans — tax {3} 
9 Learned by 
heart (3) 

10 Blithe (8) 

11 Duck! It's 
Captain Hcoh's 
bosun! (4) 

13 Principles {6) 

î4 Butted (6) 

16 Lıghinıng? 
Run! (4) 

17 Glutton (8) 

20 Loathsonme (3) 

21 Employ [3) 

22 Scottish 
dance (9,4) 


Down 7 Boon {7) 


12 Strangle (8) 


15 Spanish dance 


1 Devastation (5} 13 Hug (7) 


2 Act unreservedly 


2,353 — jacket (6) 
3 Comic VASA — 18 Reside (5) 
irish port (@} 18 Wor away — 
4 Hao— on tid guitar (4) 
raincloud (6) 
5 Well-astabllshed 
— business {4) 
6 To some extent, 
44.7) 


